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 l1[.r 
 -- ',!fAr-ccn of a country's history i
 born within its legisla- 

 

rr
 I 
1I , tive halls. 
\ng-Io-Saxon freedom waH largely llcvel- 
,,
IÆ
 O I Jed in the ancient moot and thc lllo(lcrn Parliament, 
:
 ' 

{ . allll the foundations of British self-govcrnmcnt Wl'rc 
rw.. lai(l in the open air Parliament on the plain of Runuy- 
, . , lllcdc an(l within the historic walls of \\? estmillster. The 
American Republic is built upon a cOIll.;titutional foundation 
Pl"ccted IJY its representatives in the Congrcsses of the eighteenth 
century; the connecting links between thc France of Louis 
XIV. and thc France of President Carnot are traceablc in the 
record
 of thc Chambre <.Il'S Deputies on the llanks of the Seine. 
From the world's Parliamcnts havc cmanated the world's best 
laws, and the voice of the people in the control of national affilir
 
tllf' l'Pllle( lying of national ills and the institution of national 
)'(,forms has e\"cr I Jee n l110re cffective, more ennobling, awl morC' 
l'}"('gnant with good rcsults than th(' l'xercisc,} power of a tyrant 
king or an autocratic ruler. 
E'pmlly true i
 it that much of Ontario's history had itH inc('p- 
tiOll in hcr Parliaments; e((ually true that the legislatin. J'('COJ'eI 
of the past ccntury r(
l>l'l'::;ents the best in that hiHtory. It is not 
the author
s intention, however, to attl'mpt to ell'al fully with till' 
latter in these pages, hut the nUH'" nlO(leHt task of outlining' 
the historical ill1port..<tll
(, of the four ParliaulI'ut Huildillg"s that 
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have Leen erected in this Province since] 792, and of tracing their 
varied life of a hundred years,-especially that of the old red- 
brick pile that has recently been deserted for its noble s
:lCcessor 
in the Queen's Park. The old Parliament Buildings on Front- 
street have not only had an eventful history, but their wallR 
have echoed with the voices of two generations of Canadian 
public men, and the statutes of its Parliaments and Legisla- 
tures are the basis and protection of our Provincial life. The 
chief aim of this Rketch is merely to preserve a few scattering 
memories, not only of the historic 01<1 structure on Front-street, 
Lut of its predecessors. 
I am indebted for valuable assistance to Mr. John Ross Robert- 
son and his valuable collection of papers on the Landmarks of 
Toronto; to Mr. \V. Revell for sketches for illustrations, and to 
numerous friends 'whose suggestions and information have been 
of much value. 



 
.
. 


FRANK YEWH. 
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CHAPTER I. 


('HE FIRST P.-\H.LI.UIE
T OF CPPER CAXADA. 


1792-1796. 
J 

 

 X interesting- chain of historical events prece.leJ the 
J 'L..;' gathering- of the small band of men in 01.1 Xewark. 

 
 on the seventeenth day of Reptember, 1702, in responSt' 
'""I to the first summons of vice-regal authority to the 
..
 first Parliament of Upper Canada. The initial link wa
 

 .. forged on a mcmorable clay in 17û:
, when His 
lost Chris- 
tian 
[ajl'Ht.r, King- Louis XY. of France, was ilHlnced to renounce 
all claims to Xova Scotia or Acaclia, ceIling it and all its depen- 
dencies to His Britannic 
l

jesty Geoq.(c IlL-a king-Iy trans- 
action in,'olving thc transfer of half a continent frOlll Oanlish to 
.\nglo-
ax.on rule. Linke.} to this link is King Qeorge's procla- 
mation of the same year, di,'icling his new pos
essions and defin- 
ing th., úoulldarics therpof. Thus was QlH'heC' horn as a prü- 
'.
nce, although thp ltll}>(,t'ial Pa..Jiallll'nt, ill 1774, enlarged it
 
houndarips to the shores of Lakp E)'i,.. and tJlI' hanks of tJH\ Ohi')I 
and Mississippi, inclwling the In'('spnt .\lIlcriean 
tates of Ohio, 
Indiana, Illinois, 
l ichigan, \Visconsin, and part of 
[inm'sota, 
until thcir relinquishment in 17K:t TIll' thir.llink WB.o.; acldc.l ill 
17D1. wJwn King and Parliament (Tivi.lt'd the illllll('Jl!o;e area of 
VUf\bcc into two st'parntc pro,'inccs- (Tppt'r and Lm'er Cann.da, 
cn.ch with a constitution of its own. Pndt'l" this .original proviJl- 
ciallllagna charta, ,John Urav...s 
iIllCO(', an Eug-lish Lil'l1tpnant- 
Colouf'l who had pt'rfol"llletl .listinguishcd s(')'ViCl'S in the 1'('\"011)- 
tiol1, was appointl'c I the first Licutl\nant-Oo'Fernor. H., it wa<.; 
thpr/.fore who RC't in motion tht.\ maehinel"y of local scJf-govern- 
lI1('nt which has ruu, with IHl)t".' or It'!'-:s of fri(.tion, 1'01' a (,(\lthu',\'. 
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Leaving London near the end of 1791, the newly-appointed 
representative of the Crown landed in Quebec, and in the spring 
of 1792 proceeded on his journey to his new scene of labor. It 
was a novel procession that thus slowly wended its way west- 
ward. The erstwhile English colonel and his staff" occupied à 
small fleet of bark canoes which were steered tbrough the 
smoother waters of the St. Lawrence by trusty Indians awl 
portaged pa
t the rapid
. At a humble hostlcry midway on the 
-journey, the distinguished vOJTageur rested beneath an inviting 
sign which bore the sentences:- 


"LIVE AND LET LIYE." 


" PEACE AXD PLEKTY TO ALL :\IAXKIXD." 


\.rith a salvo of artillery from an old French Cë1nnon, assisted by 
the demonstrations of loyalty from George Ill's. liegemen," in 
their queer old broad-skirte,l military coats, their 10w-ta1:iselled 
boots, and their looped chapeaux," the king's representative rt'- 
ceive,l the honor and attention befitting so rare and high a digni- 
tary, and responded in speech-making and health-drinking. In 
due time the fleet reached Kingston, where 
imcoe organized his 
government by the selection of his executive council on the 8th 
day of July, under the provisions of the Imperial Constitutional 
Act of ] 791, the five members of the first council being \Yilliam 
Osgoode, \Villiam Robertson, James Baby, Alexander Grant, 
and Peter Rus:-;ell. 
The event was one of solemnity, so the historian states, and 
the religious ceremony connected with it was performed in a 
little wooden church, the oaths of office being impressivelyad- 
ministered to His Excellency and his a,lvi::;ers by the honorable 
Chief Justice Osgoode. 
At the firbt meeting of the Executive Council the initial ap- 
pointments of Legislative Councillors were ma,Ic in Robert 
Hamilton, Richard Cartwright and .10hn M uuro, to which were 
afterward added \Villiam Osgoode, James Baby, Alexander Grant 
and Peter Russcll, making the full complement of seven. 
Having thus accomplished the preliminary work of organizing- 
his governmcnt, Governor Simcoe left Kingston on July 21st, 
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1792, for his new capital of Xewark, (which haù a previous 
name as Lennox) with the accompanying military 1:iupport of the 
Queen's Rangers, who bmu.;ted a revolutionary history no less 
interesting than his own. 
A strange and crwle "capital" was that where Simcoe estall- 
lished his Government House. True, it ha<l a fort, well mannetl 
for those days, while it:-; companion fort across the Xiagara River 
was then also in possession of the English, lmt the little villag-c 
('ould boast of le:::':3 than half-a-hunùred pioneer houses with it 
meagre population, but the fact that tlH'se inhahitants were 
mostly "United Empire Loyalists was, no doubt, one of the deter- 
mining factors in the choice of K ewark. .At this time the popu- 
lation of rpper Canada was only alJout ten thouHand whites an(l 
HS many Indians. 

imcoe lost little time in cOllvening- hiH first Parliament, ancl 
through it sowing the seed of respollHible government, though he 
was the virtual ruler and law-maker. His nrst appointments 
were )[ajor Littlehales, as Military 
ecretary; Colonel Thomas 
TallJot, as Aide-de-camp: 1\11'. Gray, as Solicitor-General; John 

man, as Clerk of tllP Executive Council; \\"ïUiam Jarvis, as 
Civil Secretary; Peter Russell, as Rect-'iver-General; D. \V. 
Hmith, as Surveyor-General, with Thomas Ridout an<l \Villiam 
Chewett, as Assi:-;tants. Peter rlark waN appoint(>(1 Clerk of the 
LegiHlative Council, and Colonel John Butler, Superintendent of 
the Indian D('partment. 
At la1:it the seventeenth of Rl'ptember, 17n
, arrived, wlwn the 
sixteen representati\Tcs were SUUllllOIlPd to their new and import- 
ant (InticR. The chosen mcmhcrs of the first Parliament of Upper 
Canada were :- 


Jonx BOOTH, 
MR. BABY, 
.ALE
A
 j)EH C \1\1I'BELL, 
PHILIP j)OHLA:\n,. 
PETEll V.\ X A LSTI :\ E,. 


.1 ImE
1 [,\ f[ FlmXClI, 
Ef'H H,\DI .TOSES, 
'rILLLBI 
L\('O
1B, 
Hnm .\L\CDOSELL, 
. BEXJ .UII
 B.\ \\"1.1 :"U, 


* Pete.' Vu.nu.ltltllle .vas elcctell ill Philip 1)0.-1u.l1Il'tI placc, the latter it tl'im.g to 
be 8YworD iD, hf'ing II. Quakf'r, and Dot takillg hiti Bent ill comcqucllce 
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KATHAXIEL PETTITT, DA YII> \YILLIA)1 Sl\1ITH
 
HAZELTO:X SPE.r\CEH, ISA_\.c 8WAZY, 
Yn{TNG, JOHX \VRITE. 
J ORN .MACDONELI.,-8peaker. 
A
GUS .MACD()XELL,-Clerk. GEORGE LAw,-
ergeant-at-Arms. 
Rev. )fr. Anf)[sox,-Chaplain. 
The Province was divided into nineteen counties, represented 
by sixteen memberR as above, the electoral districts being maJ.e 
up as fol1ows :-Glengarry 2 representatives; Stormont, 1; Dun- 
das, 1; Grenville, 1 
 Lee(ls and Frontenac, 1 ; Ontario (Islands 
in Lake Untario) and Achlington, 1; Lenox, Hastings and N 01'- 
thumùerland,l ; Prince Edward (and Adolphustown from Lenox)
 
1 ; Durham, \Vest York and First Riding Lincoln, 1: East York, 
1; Lincoln, Second and Thirù Ridings, 1; Norfolk and fourth 
I.Jincoln, 1 ; Suffolk and Essex, 1 : Kent, 2. 
John \Yhite was appointed the first Attorney-General, a posi- 
tion he held for eight years when he died from the effects of a 
wound received in a duel fought with John Small, the Clerk of 
the Executive Council, over a personal disagreement. 
The salaries of the officials of the first Parliament hardly seem 
t00 munificent, yet they were criticized as being unduly large. 
The Clerk of the House recei\Ted .f:91..?s. Quebec currency, the 
Sergeant-at-Arms E45, and the Doorkeeper il0. 
Not all the newly-elected mcmbers put in an appearance, how- 
ever, but a sufficient number were present to open Parliament
 
which was done with all the pomp that could be pro<luced. The 
first Parliament of Canada is supposed by some to have been 
held under an oak trèe which is still standing-with but few of 
its sturdy uld branches left-at the southern limit of the beauti- 
ful property known as the Anchorage. The same tree is also 
pointeù out as the one on which two American spies were hung, 
(luring thc war of lK] 2. Others hold to the opinion that the up- 
per room in a Freel1la
on's hall had this honor, \vhile others claim 
that it met ill a camp tent, and that Simcoe took his seat on a 
camp stool when he ùelivered his ad(lress. Still another writer 
claims that Kavy Hall was not only Simcoe's official residence
 
but that it was the original meeting place of the Legislaturc. 
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The Legislati,-e Council chamber wa
 in a builJing near the 
l)arracks of Butler's Rangers on the hill. The ancient ceremonial 
that has distinguishecl the opening of Britain's Parliament during 
the centuries was reprocluced on a miniature :scale in the new 
capital of the new colony. 
The dignific(l, athletic, and well-proportionetl figure of Gov- 
ernor Simcoe, set off by the hand
ome scarlet and gold-laced uni- 
form of the Queen's Rangers, formed in itself no unimportant 
part of the official" Commencement exercises," although the pomp 
aw I pageantry of K ewark was a vast remO\ye from the stately 
function of the King':s opening, On thi:-; historical and moment- 
ous occasion, the scarlet-uniformed Queen's Rangers marched to 
the stirring drum-Leat from Fort Xiagara, as a guard of honor 
for "His Excellency the Governur," to the delight of the few 
hundred United Empire Loyalists who composed the limite,} 
population, antl to the wonderment of the asselllllh'ci Imlians. 
nuke de Liancourt has left us a graphic picture of an opening- 
ceremony which IlP \\ itne::;sed in Xcwark. "The whole retinue. 
of the Gon'rnor," says the note-taking duke, U consisteJ of the 
guard and tifty men of the g-arrison of Fort Xiagara. Dressed 
ill silk, he t'llten'cl the hall with his hat on hi::; heacl, attcnded by 
his a(ljutant and two secretaries. The two llll.mbers of the legisla- 
tive cOllllcil gan" hy tlwir Sppaker, notice of it to the assembl
', 
Five mcmbers of the lattcr ha,-ing appcared at the bar, the 
Governor ddin>red a spC'C't'h. lIlodellp'} aftC'r that of the King, on 
the political aftilirs of Europe. on the treaty conclwll'cl with tlw 
r nited 
tates, whieh hl' llll'ntiullecl ill c'q)ressions ,-cry fa,,'orabll' 
to the rTnion, awl on thl' pcculiar conCl'rns of ('anada." 

imcoe's first addre!'1:; is perhaps ,\ OIthy of a place. It l'('ael : 
,. Honùrable gcnth'men úf the Legislatin> Council awl gentlemeIl 
of the House of 
\sselllbly:- 
.. I have SUlllJIlOlH-',L you together uw!t'r tIlt. authority of fill 
Act of ParliauH'lIt of Great Britain pass('d in the la::;t year, which 
has cRtabli1:;llCd the Hriti
h Constitution and all the forms which 
1'-l'cure awl maintain it in this distant country. 
" The wisclOlll and hcndic<.'llce of ()ur .Most C:racious 
O\.ereig'n 
.1Ild the Briti
h Parliallll'nt han:' hel.n l'lllinl'ntly prm.ec.l. not only 
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in imparting to us the 
ame form ûf Goyernment, but in secur- 
ing the benefit hy the many provisions which guard this memor- 
able Act,so that the blessings of our invaluable constitution, thu:-. 
protected and amplified, we hope will be extended to the remotest 
posterity. The great and momentous trusts and duties which 
have teen committed to the representation of this Province in a 
degree infinitely beyond whatever, till this period, han' distin- 
guished any other colony, have originated from the British 
nation upon a just consiùeration of the energy and hazard with 
which the inhabitants have so conspiciously supported and de- 
fended the British Constitution. It is from the same patriotism, 
now called upon to exercise with due deliberation awl foresight 
the various offices of the civil administration, that your fellow- 
subjects of the British empire expect the foundation of union of 
industry, and wealth of commerce and power, which Illay last 
through all succeeding ages. 
"The natural advantages of the Province of rpper Canada are 
inferior to none on thiH Ride of the Atlantic. There can be no 
separate interest through its whole extent. The British form of 
government has prepared the way for its speedy colonization, 
and I trust that your fostering care will improve the fa,'orable 
situation, and that a numerous and agricultm'al people will 
speedily take possession of a soil and climate, which, under the 
British laws and the munificence with which His .Majesty has 
granted the lands of the Crown, offer such manifest and peculial' 
encouragement." 
On 
Ionùay, 15th October, 1792, after" prayers and a sermon," 
the House was Rummoned to the Council Chamber to listen to 
the following prorogation aùdre
s from the Governor: 
" It is with very great satisfaction that I IU1;ve consiùereù the 
Acts which you ha,'e found it expedient to framc, and to which, 
in cO'dsequence of the power delegated to me, I have this day 
given my assent that they shall become laws of the Province of 
Upper Canada. As the division which His 1lajesty in hiH wisùom 
thought proper to make of the late Province of Quehec obviated 
all inconvenienceH an(l lai{l the foundation for the eHtablishment 
of the English laws within this Province, it was natural to pre- 
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sume that you would seize the first opportunity to impart that 
l,enefit to your fellow-subjects; and by the Act to establi1;h trial 
by jury, and 1y that which mak
s the English laws the rule of 
decision in all matters of controversy relati,?e to property and 
civil rights, you hase fully justified public expectation. 
" His jlajesty, in his benevolence, having directed a seventh 
from such lands as shall be granted to be reserved to the Crown 
for the public benefit, it will becume my duty to take those 
measures which shall appear to be necessary to fulfil his gracious 
intentions, and I make no doubt but that as citizens and magis- 
trates you will give me every assistance in your power to carry 
into effect fully a system from which the public and posterity 
must derive such peculiar advantages. 
" Hon. gentlemen and gentlemen: 
" I cannot dismiss you without earnestly desiring- you to pro- 
mote, by prec
pt and example, among your respective counties, 
the regular habits of piety and morality, th
 surest foundations 
of all public and private felicity: and at this juncture I particu- 
larly recommend to you to explain th"lt this Pro,'ince is singularly 
ble
8ed, not with a mutilated constitution, hut with a constitu- 
tion which has stood the test of experience and in the very image 
and transcript of Great Britain, by which she has long establish- 
ed and secured to her subjects as much freedom anù hap}Jiness 
as it is possihle to be enjoyefl under the subordination necessary 
tu ei,.ilized society." 
During this initial Parliament, the small Lawl çf nfte('n elected 
legislators awl eight cuuncillors (appointed by the Crown for life) 
prefaced their important work hy pas
ing what may he termed 
our provincial magna charter, " An act for making' more effectna 1 
pro,?ision for the gO\"f>rmnent of the prO\ incE..: of l"'pper Canada 
in North Amcrica," awl to introduce the English law as the rule 
of deci
iOll on all matters of cOlltrover
y relative to property and 
ci,'il rights. Thus the law ùf Britain was made to supersefh> the 
uld CawulialllawH, which ill turn had been fuullI le<< I on the French 
civil law. An act estal,lishill
 trial hy jury waR also one of tlH' 
eight acts pa
sed at thif:; first spssion, which waR adjourncd on the 
15th uf October, after sitting' fur Bearly a munth. 
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No less important is the record, dated 'Yeflnesflay, June 26th, 
1793, " House of As
embly: Read, as engrossed, a bill to effect the 
gradual suppression of slavery. Ordered that the said hill pass 
and be sent up for concurrence." And on July 2nd, a minute of 
the Legislative Council reads: "Read, as amended in the Legisla- 
tive Council, a bill to prevent the further introduction of slaves 
into this province. The house concurred in the amendments." 
In an issue of the epper Canada Ga:;ptte of the same year, an 
advertisement appears, which gives the Lest evidence needed for 
the passage of such a law : 


H3 


'L 1 IVE DOLLARS REWARD,-Ran away frolH the subscriber, Wednes- 
J1 day, the 25th of June last, a negro man-servant, named John. '''ho- 
ever will take up the said negro man anù return him to his master shall re- 
cei,-e the above reward. All persons are forbid harboring the said negro man 
at their peril. 


In the issue of August 19th, 179.5, two other afln
rtisementH 
are to be found-olle of " The runaway of 
ue, a negro wench," 
and the other: 


S ALE for three years of a negro wench named Chloe, 23 years old, who un- 

 derstands washing, cooking, etc. Apply to Robert Franklill, at the 
Hecci, er-General"s. 


E,'en Peter Russell, when administrator of the Province, ad- 
,-ertiseLl for sale "a Llack wuman namell Peg-gy, and her son 
named Jupiter," the price set upon Peggy Leing 
L50, and Jupiter 

200. 
Commenting upon this act in his prorogation speech of 1793, 
GO\-ernor Simcoe expressed himself in noble though stilteù lan- 
guage: "The Act for the gra(lual aùolition of slavery in this 
colony, in no respect meets from me a more cheerful concurrence 
than in that provision which repeals the power heretofore hel.1 
Ly the executi,-e Lranch of the constitution, tUlll precludes it 
from giving sanction to the importation of slaycs, and I cannot 
Lut anticipate with singular pleasure that such per
ons as may Le 
in that unhappy condition which sound policy anù humanity 
unite to condemn, ad(led to their own personal protection from 
all UlHlue severity, by the law of the laud, Illay from hence- 
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forth look forward with certainty to the emancipation 'of their 
offspring." 
Great Britain passed her anti-slavery hill in 11');{:1 : the Pnited 

tates in IH(j.Ij; Brazil in IH71. Pppcr Canada set them all a 
noble example a century ago. 
The dual language, as weU as other debatable questions with 
which we of J R!t
 are familiar, had their inception in this first 
provincial parliament. In the sCRsion of 17n:{ a motion rear! : 
Orùered, That I-mch Act
 as ha,-e already passed, or may here- 
aftcr pas
, the Legislature of this pro,'ince be tran
late(l into the 
French language for the benefit of the inhalJitants of the western 
diRtrict of this province, and other French settlers who may 
come to l'esitle within this pl'o,-ince, anù that Angus :\lacdonell, 
Clerk of this Tlon:-.,e, be likewise employed a:-; a French translator 
for this and other purposes of this House. 
On the Ham(' day that tllP abm'e was moved in the House an 
address WëlS l))"('sented to (:overnor Simcoe by the House, in which 
t}w following significant clauHes appear: 
" ".,. e have hearl I with tlw truest concern of the great violence 
and almoHt uni'-ersal anarchy that have bcpn intro(]uce(] by the 
pprsons exercising the supremc power in Frallce intú that once 
flourishing kingdom, violt>llc(, that e'.Cll the sacred person of ma- 
jesty has not escapeù; anarchy that threatens to l)c thc total (le- 
Htrnction of that king(lom. Though our natural enemy, we de- 
I'lure their miseries, but as good citizens anù lovers of rule and 
order we dete
t their principles. 
., \\T e assure your E),.,celkncy that our utmost tliligenc p shall be 
us,,(l to frame awl complete I'mch a :\Iilitia BiB us will not only 
show our own promptn('ss to fulfil your Excellency's wish('s, but 
our OWI1 cnergy in dcf't'wling that nuble constitution which 
Creat Britain has gi \"('n us, anò which, lJY cual)ling us to repel 
all insults, win secUl'e tû us the invaluaLlp blessings that we derive 
fr, Hll it." 
In the I--;ession of 17n:J, hoth Housl's joint'.l in a patriotic ad- 
dress to "TJIP King's )Iost EXct'llent l\1;
jl'sty," arising out of' the 
French revolution: " ,re beg to lay before you our loyalty and love. 
Awl if it 
hould 1)(' deetlled IIPcessary to ad( I to our tricrl zeal and 
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affection, we assure your .Majesty that no exertion on our part 
shall be wanting to convince our fellow subjects that the fore- 
most rank is our station among those \vho stand forth for the 
protection and defence of their King and country." 
Other important l11easures were passed during the sessions of 
these early Parliaments, such as providing for the erection of court 
houses and other public buildings, establishing a superior court 
of civil and criminal jurisdiction, regulating the licensing of public 
houses, and a year or two afterwards, among the Acts passed, wal::) 
one" to make temporary provision for the regulation of trade be- 
tween this province and the United States of America, by land or 
inland navigation.." But the introduction of the English Civil 
Law was the foundation which these pioneer legislators well and 
truly laid. 
'Ve cannot do too much honor to these men who, working 
under new conditions and with a new system of govern- 
ment, that is, new to the infant colony, provi(led proper and wise 
legislative means for the development of a great province; nor 
should we forget the sacrifices their position entailed, some tra- 
velling for long distancea through the virgin forest on horsehack, 
with food for man and beast in the capacious and unwieldy sad- 
dle bags; others skirting the shores of the lake in bark canoes, 
all sacrificing much as the selected representatives of the scatter- 
ed and sparse population. 
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CHAPTER II. 


THE FIRST PARLI.A11E
T BUILI>IXGS I
 LITTLE lYORK. 


17t1G -UH3. 
m HE change of the hcat of Government from Xewark to 

 ' 
 York was decided upon after much thought and con- 
I
 .'

! sideration. Newark was found to be unsuitaLle for 
.... ' ,/ many reasons, but chiefly on account of its dangcrous 
.' nearness to the 
\merican frontier, the original British fort,. 

 which was on the south side of the river, having been given 
up to the e nited 
tates. During the early summer of 179;

 
thercfore, Simcoe, accompanied by several boatR, which contained 
his suite and other officials, his Executi,Te Council, and a detach- 
ment ûf the Queen's Rècmgel'
, cruised around the head of Lake 
Ontario for the fir
t time, until he weighed anchor opposite the ol(} 
French fort, which was the only habitation besides 0. few wig- 
wams of Indians who were temporarily camped on this their 
ancicnt camping- grounds. 
The Govcrnor Hoon decided to make this, the site of the present 
city of Toronto, his capital: though he }uu} previously made tem- 
þorary choice of the site of the present city of London, on the 
hanks of the ThaIIH's, which was then known as Lt Tranche. 
He spent the winter of 17!H-.!) in the nascent capital, engaged 
ill perfecting plans for the village, living in a tent which had a. 
history of its O\vn, as it ha(} once beJongt:'d to Captain Cook, the 
famous Yorkshire na,.ig-ator. In the 
pring of 17D4, hewn logH
 
immcnse Leu-ills, shingles, plunks, and :-;e<llltling prepared in the 
adjoining woods were strewn along tJH' shore, with irref,rular 
heaps of stone anù a fpw hricks for the chimneys. In July 
of that year, the Of' /lud" GIl:efh, thp first papl'r puhliRhed in 
I!> 
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the new Province, contained an advertisement which briefly 
read: "'Y anted, carpenters for the pu hlic buildings to be erected 
at York. Applications to be made to John McGill, Esq., at 
York, or to Mr. Allan McXah, at Kavy Hall (Newark)." Thus 
were the foundations being laid for the first legislative buildings 
to he erected in this Province, and which were completed in 
] 796. The site of this old-time structure was on a small piece 
of cleared land but a stone'!;; throw from the waters of the 
Lay to the south, and the forest to the north and east, while 
not far to the weRt there stood a grove of fine oak trees- 
a remnant of the original forest, and an irregular roH,( I led to it 
from Castle Frank, on the banks of the Don. This road now 
forms Parliament-street. The ground was covered with finely 
grown timber antI the spot had a noble aspect. The buildings faced 
westward and commanded a full view of the harbor in that direc- 
tion. The swamps in the rear were evidently screened off; they 
m'e spoken of in early plans as " meadows," " yielding wild hay," 
"natural meadow which may 1)(' mowed," etc. 
The laying of the foundations and the subsequent building 
()l'erations were eventF; of much interest to the handful of settlers 
<Lnd soldiers who formed the limited population. It was neces- 

ary to advertise again in17Ðò for" a few good housc carpenters 
for the public Luilding:-; at York, to whom good encouragement 
'will he gi\
en :" but at last the buildings were finished, and" the 
Palace of the Go\"ernlIlent," as it was pompously called, was ready 
for occupation. Bishop Strachan, in writing to Thomas Jefferson, 

lescribes them as being compo!:'ed of "two elegant halls, 'with 
convenient offices for the accommodation of the Legislature and 
tJw Courts of Justice." There were two edifices designed as 
wings to a cen.tre, each 40x25 feet, aud standing a hun(Ired feet 
apart, and in an old water color they appear at the extrenw 
eastern ewl of the main and only street of the emLryo city, hard 
ùy the wooden blockhouse, with a plot of land adjoining, calle(] 

, Government Park." They were utilize(I, when Parliament was 
not sitting, a::, the court room for the Court of King's Bench. 
The Legislati\"e Council met in a separate building to the west. 
Dr. Sca(](Iing says: "AH to the character of the early parlia- 
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ment buildings here erectëd, they seem to have consisted of two 
separate edifices or halls, intended at some future time to be- 
united by a larger central structure, of which they would fonfi 
the wings; but this larger structure was never erected; in the 
meantime a sort of covered way or colonnade passed from the one 
to the other. The buildmg, as thus arranged, is marked upon 
old plans, still existing, of these parts, and shown also in an early 
pictorial sketch of this locality." 
It is interesting to recall the size and state of Toronto in 179ft_ 
.A few new buildings had been erected in addition to the tweh-e 
log houses and the barracks that first formed the settlement. 
Vessels approaching the ùanks threw out a gang plank to the 
lnuddy shore. To the north, the Governor's soldiers had hewn 
out a roadway to Lake Simcoe, a (li
tance of 
o miles. Old set- 
tlers who passed away during the 'fifties, were wont to tell thril- 
ling stories of the bears shot on King-street, and the howling of 
the wolves at night in the vicinity of the Parliament Buildings 
and the market! 
Yet, despite the perils and (langel's surrounding the settlerS', 
they made the best possihle use of their limited social advantages 
:Jnd no doubt s11cceeded in enjoying life nlPasurably well. Peter 
Russell, writing from X ewark in 17
H) to .J ohn )[eGill, at York,. 
says: "I am sorry you sutler so much personally from the cold, 
but hope the ladies may be ahle to enjoy the charming cariolillg 
you must have on .your bay and up the Y ollge-st. road all"l t(} 
the Humher, amI up the Don to Cru:;tle Frank (Governor Simcop's 
residence), where an early dinner must be picturesque and delight- 
ful." "Castle Frank" 8too(1 till I H2!J, whcn, deserted and uncared 
for, it was destroyed by tire. 
The interest attending the completion of the Parliament build- 
ings was not to be compared to the excitcIIlent connected with 
their formal opening on the occasion of the meeting of thc first 
Ll'gislature within their wooden walls. 
i'\: months before, with 
commenùable forethought awl prevision, Peter Russell wrote 
from 
ewark (on nec. 14th, 17!J(i) :-" 
\8 the Lpgislature is to 
meet at York the first of June, it heCOllH"H ahsolnkly ncccssary 
that provision shall 11(' made for U\t.ir reception without loss of 
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time. You will therefore be pleased to apprise the inhabitants 
of the town that twenty-five gentlemen will want loùgings and 
board during the sessions, which may possibly induce them to fix 
up their houses, and lay in provisions to accommodate them. 
Those two detacheù houses, belonging to the Government How;;e, 
must, at any rate, be got ready,-the one for the Legislative 
Council, the other for the Assembly." 
" The bars, tables, and other articles belonging to them, I shall 
direct to be sent over from hence. The house appropriated for 
the Lf'gislati ve Council can be occasionally used as a Council 
Chamber. I beg, likewise, that you desire :Mr. Graham to ex- 
amine the two canvas houses, and report the practicability of 
removing the best of them to the town, to be raised there for 
gi ving dinners in to the members of the two Houses. 
1 r. Pilling-- 
ton tells me that the screws which fasten them together will no 
longer act, and that larger ones must be provided if ever theJr 
are again removed. \Ve must, therefore, know the expense before 
the job is undertaken, anù calculate whether a temporary building 
with boards, so constructed as not to injure the materials, may 
not be cheaper anù more commodious" (a lesson in Government 
economy, truly.) " If this should be the case, the canvas houses 
may stand, and, with Major Smith's permission, I will consign 
that quarter to the accommodation of the Chief Justice." 
Another side light is thrown on the habits and customs of that 
early day, by the following order of Governor Simcoe :- 


" YORK, 25th June, 1796. 
"To John McGill, Esq. SIR,- You are hereby required and 
c'directed to purchase from time to time such quantities of rum 
cc as may be refluisite to give the men employed at work in the 
"water on the wharf and canal at York; anfl for the so doing, 
" this shall be your order and authority. 


" J. G. SUICOE." 


Though Governor 
imcoe selected the site, preparf'd U: \ plans, 
and directed the construction of the legislative builùings, he 
had been called to anot1lCr sphere of action by the ti'l1e they 
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were ready for use, he having been transferred to the Governor- 
ship of St. Domingo. 
Before passing to another stage in our legislative history, it 
is but fitting to add another humLle tribute to 'Gpper Canada's 
:first Governor. who was the founder of much that has endured 
in the country he served so faithfuIIy for six years, and it 
is to be hoped that a memorial worthy of the man will some day 
and soon be erected to his honor in Toronto,-" such a monument 
and statue" (as the York Pioneers have memorialized), "as 
would keep in memory foreyer the first establishment of Parlia- 
mentary and Con
titutional Government amongst us-the statue 
being that of the far-Righted statesman and soldier who was the 
instrument wherehy so llJany benefits were conferred on the 
Province of Upper Canada, that iR to say, on our existing Proy- 
ince of Ontario." 
The inscription upon Simcoe's mOllUlllent in Exeter Cathedral 
best descrihes the man and his work: 


HACHED TO TilE )[E)IORY 


OF 


.J(JHX (3R.\ YEN 
I)ICOE, 


Lieutenant-(;eneral in the Army, and Colonel of the TwentJ-second 
Regiment of }'oot, \\ hu died on the 25th day of October, 1806, aged 
fifty-four years, in whuse life and charactel' the virtuf'8 of the hero, the 
patriot, and the Christian, were so eminently conspicuous that it may 
be justly said, he served his King and his country \\Ïth a zeal exceUed. 
only by his piety toward (;od. 


The successor of Simcoe was the Honorable Peter Russen, who 
had come out from England to act, first as his Secretary or Aide, 
and afterward as his Inspector-General. It was he who con- 
vened the fin
t Parliament held in York, which met in June of 
1797. It sat for eight w('eks, and it is to be hOlwd that the 
" twenty-five gputlcmcn " legislators were provitlc,1 with" board 
and lodging" tú their 
atisfaction, and in keeping with their im- 
portance allli d ign it y. 
Hi
 ac1dre/-;ses to the Houses cOlltaill some interesting paragraphs. 
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Rumors of invasion were e,'idently ripe, for in 1799 he says to 
the members of the .\.
sembly: 
" I am happy to inform you that the intelligence communicate.! 
to me in the beginning of the winter respecting a combined attack 
of this Province, said to be in preparation from the side of the 

lissi8sippi, turns out to have had little or no foundation. It has, 
however, had the ,-ery pleasing effect of evincing our internal 
strength to repel any hostile attempt from that quarter: for I 
cannot sufficiently applaud the very animated exertion
 of the 
Lieutenants of counties, and the loyal spirit and zeal exhibited 
by the militia of the several districts on this occas
o.n, whereLy 
two thousand volunteers from the respective corps thereof were 
immediately put into a state of readiness to march with their 
army at a moment to where ever they might be ordered, and I 
am persuaded that the rest would have soon followed with equal 
alacrity if their services had been wanted." 
Like his predecesRor, he also made his Addresses the medium 
for a little sermonizing, his speech of ] 79K concluding a
 fol- 
lows: "I must not omit to calJ upon you for your most zealous 
exertions in suppressing vice, immorality anLl profanelle
s among 
the people, that by the general practice of true piety and virtue 
this Province may merit the Divine protection and favor, without 
which no nation or individual, though ever so mighty, can expect 
to prosper." 
An interf'sting evidence of the loyalty existing at this time is 
afforded by a resolution to the King offering His :Majesty the 
surplus of the Provincial ren'nue (which, Ly the way, had the 
ho.nor of being the first surplus In t
le history o.f the Pro.vince,) 
"fo.r the purposes of the present just and necessary war (with 
France) an({ to.wards t.he support of his Government." 
During the samè ypar the records o.f the Assembly mentio.ned 
a petition from (C Darius Dunham anù 119 o.thers, members o.f a 
)Ietlwùist society, praying that Parliament pro.visio.n the same 
to.leration be exten<Jed to them as to. other sects in this Pro.- 
vince, so. as to. give validity to. their marriages," but the time was 
no.t ripe for such an extensio.n o.f liberty, the mo.tio.n being 
negative.! by a vote of eight to. two; although the tenor o.f the 
petition W
1S granted a few sessions afterwarclf.:. 
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The non-attendance of mplllhers to their legislati,-e duties be- 
came a sprious question at this time, and acljournments for lack 
of a quorum were not infrequent. The House had to deal with 
the matter, and, during the session of 1 70K, the ahsentees were so 
numerous that, after excusing Home on account of illness, three 
were left who recei,-ed the formal censure of the House-Timothy 
Thompson, Thomas Smith awl Thomas .McKee-" who, in not 
having attended their cluty in ParliaulI'nt, are highly reprehensi- 
hIe," and notice was given them that if they did not attend 
their duty more religiously in future a fine would be imposecl on 
them. The same House passed a bill prm-iding "for the ex- 
penses of the members while attending their service in Parliament." 
The public accuunts of that year meution E.jO as the sum to 
,. reimburse twelve memhers their trM-elIing expenses," 
.Another ac}(lress by Rm:sell during this session containc.l a ref- 
erence to ai-eat Britain that is interesting in ,.il'\\" of the Home 
Rule question: 
" It is with the sincerf'st plpmmrl' that I announce to you an 
event of the utmost importance whieh has lately taken place in 
Europe. I lllt..'an till' union of (1rpat Britain awl Ireland. TIlf' 
British nations are now entirely consolidated, and all that sf->emed 
wanting tu make them all that the)' are capable of being is 
attaiw'd, Everything that was partial, everything that was 
local, everythiug' that coulrl rpcall the recollection that those 
whom nature intended to he one Were distinct, is clone away, and 
the most intimate union is estahlislwcl on the justf'st and most 
liberal princi pies." 
Russell acted as Presillent of the Legislative Council and Ad- 
ministrator elm-iug three sessions of this seconcl Parliament, and 
until the arrintl, in the lattel' year, of Peter Hunter, who in turn 
elirpctt'cl the Administration until LXO.). In hi
 ahscnce Chief 
,Justice Ehnsley was Olle of a conllllittpe who performed the 
dutil's of the office. During these few years York steadily grew. 
Governor Hunter was followed hy the Hon. Alexander Grant B.R 
President, till Francis Gore arrived from England as the newly- 
appointt'd representative. Like Simcoe, as well as most of hiR 
successors, Gore waR eRsentially a solclier-go,-ernor, hut he (litfered 
ß 
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from SiUl
oe in possessing un unLending nature and a tenacity of 
pm'pose with which he tried to plant old-world idea
 in new- 
world soil. 
Having oLtained lea ,'e of absence, Gore ::;ailed for Ellglalld in 
ISII, lea\'jng the (hn-el'nment in the hand..; of 
ir Isaac Brock 
as President and 
\(hllinistrator. Xot returning to Canada UIl- 
til the close of lK I.j. Uort:' wa
 absent during the American inva- 
sion. Brock had c.tIled ParliiUlH'nt together in the month of 
February, 1 K 1 2, when in his opeuing' address he referred to the 
possible difficulties with the Unite(l ::-\tates. During this same 
session he issued. through the mt:'diulll of the House of Assembly. 
:.\. stroll
:ly-worde(l addrt-'ss to the people. of Canada ill these 
terms: ., Already hase we the joy to remark that the ::;pirit of 
loyalty has hurst forth in all its ancient splendor · · They 
(the Al11ericans) will tell you that they have come to gi\Te you 
freedom-yes, the llase slaves of the most contemptible faction 
that ever directe( 1 the atfairl'; of any nation-the millious of the 
very sycophants. who lick the dust from the feet of Bouaparte, 
win tell you that they arf' COHW to communicate the blessings of 
liberty to this pro\"ince, but you have only to look at your situ- 
ation to put such hypocrites to confusion." The entire popula- 
tion of the province at this time was only 77,000, The work of 
marshalling his small forces, therefore. as tlw military connnan- 
del', against a much greater force, couple,l with the duties de- 
volving upon him as the ci ,oil t\,(huinistrator of the province, must 
have 
e\"erely taxed Broek'H executive skill awl ability. both of 
which, however, stood the test. 
The legiRlation during Brock's l'essiun inclwled provision for 
the establishment of a general pORt throughout the PrO\'ince, an 
act to re
traill sherifts frOlll packing juries, and another to pre- 
\"ent desertion 1 'y granting a bounty for apprehentling deserter::;, 
while the first petitiolls were presented praying for the privilege 
of voting by ballot. 
Brock's career reached an untiulely end hy hi
 tleath 011 the 
13th ùf October, IR12, his succc
sor being General Sheat1e. In 
April, 1813, the first direct effects of the war were felt in the 
new capita1. 011 the 27th day of that month, a force of 1,600 
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Americëlns, uuùer Uelleral Dearhorn, reacherl the shores of the 
little town, haring' crossed the lake from 
ackett's Hm.bor, The 
American force lmrneù all the puLlic building-s, including' the 
l'arliauwnt huilcling-s erected in 17
J(j, and which, therefore, had 
a life of uearly se,-enteell years. It it' said that when the 
Arrwricans entered the Legislative Chamber, hefore applying the 
torch to it, they found a human scalp suspenc led clirectI
T OVer the 
Speaker's chair. It was regarded as a choice trophy, and was pre- 
sented to (
enl'ral Dearll()l'u, who IJHssed it on to the S('('r(>taryat 
\Vashington, The startling- prize, howen-'r, ultillH,ttt'ly turned 
out to be hut a periwig or Iltiicial peruke left behind by its 
owner, who it is presUllled, as well as hoped, had onf' to take itR 
phtcP, The loss of the leg-islati\"e huilt.lings was 
mall compared 
to the loss of the library, anI I all the state papers amI records, 
which were destroyed. The Amerieilns only remained in occu- 
pation for four Jays, the troops re-embarking in their tlotilla of 
fourteen \Tessels for their returll \"oyage to Fort (;corgc. 
An ag'I'J resident of Ottawa, 
Irs. Seymour, i:::l able to call to 
memory the burning of the parliament buildings, and all thl" 
stirring e\"t'lÜs connected with the capture of tIlt' little settle- 
ment. 
Sixteen annual scssions were held ill. these pioneer huildings 
Leforc their destruetioll, The comparati,'e harmouy and absence 
uf partisan spirit that characterized the first X ,'wark pnr- 
lianlt
nt, unfortunately ended with that parliament. for party 
strife and its COllS('qnent l,ick(.rings thell hegan to make it
 
appearance. An interesting" light is thrown on the legisJative 
liff' of the period mentioned by the Hon, Hichard Cartwright, 
who for t\\ enty-thret:.. years was u melllher of the Legislati'Te 
(
oullcil, he lwing. as will he relll, embercli one of the original 

tppointees in 179:2. During' the scssion or I 
OI the election of H. 
Speaker gave rise to considl.raLle illtrigu(' n
 hetweell two ri\'al 
('
,mdidates, itnd the scssioll },eg-ull " with a consideralJle ùcgree of 
warmth," aH a chronicler cautiuusly puts it. A disputed election 
also gavc rise to much acrimonious discussion. .J ustice Alcock, 
thc Hitting member, whose electioll was voided because of the 
.. unwarrantable steps taken to seC'Ul'(' his elcction. \\ us re- 
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quested to withdraw from the House during the discus
ion of hiI': 
case, but he replied he would not rIo so "unless they threw him 
out neck and heels," and, as this extreme was not resorted to, h{' 
kept his seat (luring the debate. The fact, too, that a judge of 
the Court of King's Bench could be a candidate for a seat in a 
popular as:'\embly, illustrates the radical changf' in IDf'thods and 
prt'cetlent
 that have since been Lrought ahout. 

lr. Cartwright alHo gi\'es an intert'stillg' picture of the SeSH101l:-' 
of tht> first parliament in his puhlished letters, in which he 
gives It résumé of the legislation etiected. He mentions the com- 
paratively unknown fact that" the river Trancke (the olel name 
of the ri\'er Thames) is still talked of as t1w seat of g'o,'ern- 
ment," only to strongly oppose it, however, his favorite site being 
at Kingston, hetween which place anrl the boundary line of the 
two provinces lay the greatest mass of the population. 'Y.'iting 
(luring the session of 170:-J (held in Newark) he tells his corres- 
pondent, "For my part I hegill to he (lisguste(l with politics:' 
for the reason amongst others that instead of sitting down cordi- 
ally together to form regulations solely for the public gOO(!. he 
found the government disposerl to "calculate their measul'f'S as 
much with a view to patronage awl private ewlowrnent as the 
prosperity of the colony." Hp added: " t;uch a policy, if persisted 
in and pushed very far, will unquestionably he sowing the seeds 
of evil discord. awl perhap:'\ laying the foun(lation of future 
revulutions." 
Conßictshetween the Legislative Council and the Assembly dur- 
ing the sessions in ï ork were quite as common as the dissension
 
in the latter, so much so as to occasion" the different branches of 
the legislature to separatf' in very ill humor." One great subject 
of disagreement was the refusal of the council to allow the 
i:l,.'{semhlymen to he paid their per diem allowance, or " wages" as 
they WPl'e termed, of 1 Os. from the provincial fund instead of by 
a direct abbessment on their cûn
tituents. It was argued that if 
payment were made from the provincial coffers, the legislators 
would he tC1Ilpterl to unduly prolong their parliamentary labors. 
Again in Lk07 the House of Assembly experienced stormy 
tinll's, Mr. Thorpe was evi(lently the òisturbillg element in this 
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Sl'SslOl1 by his allusions to l'e,.olution, which were regarded as 
highly treasonable, and in various "factious measurefo: couched 
in in
idious and intt
tHlmatory languagp:' Thorpe was another 
cal::\e of one of His ,Majesty's judges occupying a dual rôle on tht"' 
judiciary and in pm.liallieut. 
During' the session of lXOX, .Joseph \rilcocks. a printl'r. was illl- 
prisonef I by the order of the Iiouse for ,. an impudent li1wl '. on the 
Li,'utewwt-Uovernor awl Assellll,ly, only to Le elected iu 1 K09 to 
tht, Houst" without opposition. "I t is much to bl' régTl.t ted that 
en'ry tlemagoguè has a prohable chance of ohtaining a Sl'at in 
this House:' is the Ilespairing' c01uplaint of a disgusted 1l'g'islatoJ' 
of that day. 
The session of lxos witnessed a peculiar scene, when three 
or four of thl' IlIPIlI bel's al'l'uptly left for their distant 
hOHle", with a determination to put a stop to the Imsint'ss of the 
st'ssion. ntther than :-m11l11it to the illtt:'lItion of tlw majority to 
ca.rry a bill regarding' the estahlishment of sehOl)ls. The 
Lieutenullt-Uo\'t>rnor, as a punishment, took frOlll them some 
gO\'ernmt'nt ap1Jointlll(.nts they held, but despite this e,-i- 
dence of ,-ice-regal displeasure, (,,\"l'ry one of the otiendillg Inem- 
hers was returnpd at tilt' lIt'xt dection. " .\miclst all tht'st' per- 
plt'xities," howeH'r, III11('h usdul l{'gislatiuu was passt'd from .rear 
to Yt'ar. The ll'gislati, P council wa
 reorganized at thi
 time by 
its reduction frOlll nillt' to tin' Hll'lllhers, awl ,'acaneies wt:'re 
tillt:'tl su as to give proper \\"l'ight and int1ut'llce as a counterpuise 
to the "rashHl'ss" of t1w lower houst', For Sir Frallci
 Oore, 
who wa:-. now Lieutell:mt-( h)\ erllor, these were worryillg times. 
HI:' complaint'd of being Illiseral,ly llisal'poiuted ill his .Attoruey- 
(;enera] (
IJ' Firth), "a man who:' lw said "has tht' llIo:-.t un- 
g'overnahll' tenl}wr that e"er lIlall was ('nr
ed wit1l, hut is ,\ ithal 
self-suttic;l'lIt, mercell:lJ"Y and mpa(.ious." 
Bt.fore ll.
t, ing these original Parliallll'nt Buildings in York, it 
is I't'J'haps 'H'll to rl'cor(I here tIll' fact of the duel IIt'fore referrpù 
tu that took I'la('e at tht' real' uf the buildings, betwt'en .J ohn 
SlIIall, Clerk of tht, EXt'cutivè Couneil, awl .Attornt'y-neneral 
Jollll \Yhite. The latter waR shot in tht' hip antI soun flil.tI: the 
former was indldt.tl fur JuurtIer, hut" as al'ltnitted. This tl'agiê 
att:Lil' oecUlTl'cl 011 .J:UlllëU'Y :h'd. IXOO, 
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O\VAB.n the close of IXla, Lieutellallt-Uoverllor 
ir 
ì
' 
 Gordon Drummond arriyed at York, and assunwd 

J
 militar," a!HI civil control of thc Provincc, Parlia- 
,"_. ment was calle(} for the following February, the first 
,.. session being held in the "ball room," as it was calle(l, of 
.//1- Jordan's York Hotel. which stood on King-street near 
Berkeley-strcet. It was a first-class house of entertainment in 
its day, awl the legislatnl'H regardefl their temporary quarters as 
something palatial. 
The re('()]'(}s of this tirst ses!-'ion aftcr the war naturally con- 
tain numy l.cferl'llces to that f"Tent. The Lientenant-( ion>nlOr, 
in his spt'ech frOlll the Throne, voiced" his most Ilf',"out gratitu,lc
 
to the Diyine Prm-idenee, which seems to ha'"e mü,nifestt'd an 
especial protecti:J)1 to tlw righteous cause of our dcfence against 
an enemy ullprm"oked and implacable, who, at the moment they 
were exulting in the assurances of their commander that the 
conquest of the Camtllas was achi('>vf'II, were arreste(l in their 
progress to invade uur siHter pro,-ince, awl tlwir coUecti,-c forcl} 
discomfitell by a hawHul of British troops, who drove them in 
rli
IIHtY to seek refuge on their own shores. \Yith no leHs gal- 
lantry in another quarter a small hand of British soldiers at- 
tm.ked and cètrrietl by storm the Fortre::,s of Kiagara, the strong- 
est and mOHt formidahle pOHition they hellIon our frontier. In 
advancing to thiH enterprise the t.roops beheld with indignation 
the smoking ruins of the town of Niagara, which an atrof'louB 
:
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policy had (ie"uteù tu tlH' ttullle
. Re
entful uf tht' mispry 
brought upon the in
lOcent hut too credulous inhahitants. Yo ho 
had remainpd until tht' la:-:;t UlOllll'IIt umler u promise of protec- 
tion to their persons and property, the army intlidecl a seyere 
retaliation ill the ('utire c lestruction of the whole frontier, from 
Lake Erie to Lakt:' Ontario. 
tfter clefeating a n'ry superior force 
of the enemy. Thus the valor of om' solI lier1-\ and citizens has 
proved what can be etiected in a good caus,' hy men who ban' 
nothing" in view hut their own honor awl the country'1-\ welfare:' 

o less congratuhltory were hi!-i remarks on the conquest of 
Britain's re(l-coat... in other lauds. "His l\hljesty's arms, united 
with those of Spain and Portugal, Ullller the cOlllmand of Field 

larshal tht' )In,r'luis of \Velling-ton. hnve rescued the Peninsula 
from its invatlers, whilst the northern powers of Europe have 
ow"rwhehllf'cl and destroye(l Xapoleon's immense m'miel<\ and COlll- 
pt-'llt..c 1 him to retire into the hosom of France:' 
One of the aft
rcIaps of the war is r(
or
lell in the .UlnaII<\ of 
thl' sessioil of IS 14. when the nrunes of seventeell members were 
callt'ò as heing pn'sent, while se'-en were absent, as follows :- 

1 ('] )OJH"lI, L\.lex., prisouer with till' enemy: "ïl:-:on, J 110., sick 
Marclt". A1'rahalll, and \Yillcocks, .Jos., dt'st:'rted to the enemy; 
Clench, Hnlph: )J cGrf"gOl',.J no.: !\J cCornmck. \Ym" prisonerI' with 
the em"my. 
ThC' House thereupon l'e:-:oh-ed that" sufficient e\"idence ha\ iug 
heen otit'red to this House of the traitorous and disloyal deser- 
tion of .Jo
eph \\Tillcocks, one of its members) to tht:' t"npmy, and 
of his actually ha\-ing borne arms against His )lnjcsty's (1o\"('rn- 
ment, that this House, l'1ltL"rtaining tllf' utmost abhorrence of his 
infalIl()UIi conduct, which has renùered him incapahle of sitting" or 
votillg' in this Houst'. (10 cleclare his seat vaeant, and that he shall 
no longer hp consiclert:'d a meUl hpr thereof." 
Abraham 
IHrcle was also treat,'cl to a similar resolution, awl 
Sir Gordon ('xl1rl":-:sed his opinion that "it has been more a sub- 
ject of regret than surpriHI' to have found two memht"rs of tht' 
Lcgislati\'e hOlly in the ranks of the I'nI'1I1)". A (lut' regard to 
the inh"rl':-:t of the loyal sul
l"ct require" that means should 1,(' 
ad()ptC'cl to punish Kueh traitors as aclllC"rl' to tIll' I'JH"my, hy tlw 
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confiscation ùf their estates, all 
mch forfeitureR to ill' applied to 
the relief of sutlererl') by the war withiu the Province." 
Still another point touched upon hy the King's rt'pre
entative, 
waR the Fmggestion to "give justice to thost, who haw' gallantly 
hazarded their lives in defence of the Province, by taxing' those 
who, from religiouK scruples, abstain from war, at a higher rate 
than heretofore," the Quakers being here ref('rre( I to. 
After the occupancy for one session ,)f tht:' hall-room of Jor- 
dan's Hotel, several succeeding Ression/o\ were held iu a residence, 
occupied in aftpr years by Chief .Just.iep Dra.pl>r, known as The 
Lawn, amI which stoo(l at tht:' north-wt'st corner of \Velling-ton 
and York-streets. It waK hiddeu frolll tht' puhlic ,'iew 11)" a fpuce 
and a row of old trees, including' a huge weeping willow. 
In ::;eptember, UH5, (;ore returne(l from England and ag'ain 
assumed the reins of goverunH-'ut, .Jordan's uallle being amoug 
those affixed to an "address of welcolllt'." Xotwithstanding this 
assurance of goo(l-will, C'ol1siderahle iJI-feeling seems to haY(' ex- 
isted against the Downing-street represelltativt' on the part of his 
parliament; indeed, during one of the sessiows he took umbrage 
at some of the prqjected measures of the House, and declart'd he 
" would dismiss the rascals," a threat which he carrietl out to the 
letter, ùy going down to the House in his ordinary undress g'arb. 
a11l1 sending them home with a few words, as strong as tlwy were 
uncourtly, ringing in their ears. 
That he had not a few friends as well as SOHle popularity aUhlug 
the mell1 hers is evidenced by the passage of the famous Spoon 
Bill in the Ression of ISIS, the act voting i3,OOO sterling for a 
service of plate for theil' returned Uoyernor, "in perpetual re1l1ell1- 
brance of the people's gratitude." This large sum stands out in 
striking contrast to a vote of hut .t:XOO, during the san1P !-;pssioll, for 
the establishment of a parliauwntary libra.ry to replace tl.w one 
burnt in UH3. 
The session of I K 16 was sigualized hy the passage ûf several 
useful measures, thc most important bcing the extension of the 
public school systcllI. The Oo\,prl101' congrntulate(l the Upper 
House 011 " its provisioll for the disseminat.ion of It'tters in this 
Infant Colony, which must securt' to you tilt' grnt.itu(le and \'en- 
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eration of the rising' and future generations, while the wisùulll 
of your determination to lea\-e the regulation of COTUllH'rcial 
Duties and Drawbacks to His Majesty's Executi ve Gon'rnment 
of this Province, until the Imperial Parlialllt'nt d('eides upon 
them, cannot Le calleù in lluestion." 
The session of un 7 was the last O\"er which Sir Frall(,'is Uore 
had jurisdiction. Among the fir
t of the Illotions to he passed 
was one which throws a [<.;ide light on the relations between the 
Huuse anù the Governor, wlwn they demanded from the latter 
"the rights and privileges of this House as amply as they are 
el
j()yetl by the House of l1ommons in Great Britain." In his 
last alldress to his ParliaJllellt, Gore c1aims that the Cllited King- 
ùom has attained the smmnit of national prosperity. " its last act 
being to compd the abolition úf Christ.ian SlaVt-'ry in tht-' pirati- 
cal State:i of Barbary, to whose tyranny the chief nations of 
Europe hac I submitted for ages." 
The Hon. 
allnH'1 
mith acted as Administrator and delivered 
the inaugural speech of the session of 181 K, w herein he suggests 
an appropriation to assist emigrants to lean" the Unitt"d King(lolll 
awl settle in the new Pro\-ince. He also refers to the fact that 
a sum had lleen set apart Juring a previous session toward the 
erection or legislative buildings 
to replace those (lestroyecJ five 
years' previously), but that it had been appropriated for the de- 
fence of the Province, and advises "the knights, citizens and 
Iml'gesses" who formed thc assembly to replnet-' that. sum, aw] to 
increase it for the SH.UlP olÜect, to aU of which his tlutiful snhjects 
accetled. 
The closing addl't'sS of the Administrator re\"eals inl'l'l'asing 
signs of friction lletween the Upper antI Lu\\ er Hunses, \\
hen 
he calleù thcm togetlwr he sai(] it was in fnll expectatioll that 
they woult] nssiduouHly labor to bl'ing up any arrears of puLlic 
busincHs, und he l'egrC'tteù the mon' to havc eXl'el'icllcl'd disap- 
pointment, amI "finding no pl'ohabilit.r of any concert hetweell 
the two Houses," he concludes: " I COIllt' rcluetantIy to clost' the 
sl'ssion with it
 husiner-;s untinishl'ci. 1 (10 1I10:;t earne:-\tly entreat 
you to weigh well, during tht' rl'eess, the important (.tli....ds of 
suell a disulliull. allll th:!t you may JJlPC't l'l'soln'd to ('oJ)eiliate 
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and be u:seful." The .Tournal
 of 1 K L
 contain a spriel; of re:so- 
lutions that passed behyeen the two Housps as to their reRpec- 
t.ive functions and assumption of powers and privileges which 
makes interesting rea(ling e,Tell though the auomaly lias long 
since heeu discarde,l. In replying to tl\P Legislati,'e COHncil, the 
Assemhly assl'rte(! that the l'e
olutiulls of the former "excitp 
emotiuns of the highest iuterest, being: in their esst'uce 1)l'Pb"Ilaut 
with principJt.s sul)\-ersi\Te of the exercise of the functions of tilt,. 
Representative Hody of the Peüple, Hor would the Hou!-=e yielll 
to the impression that it woulll e,Ter be illlluced by weak example 
to compromise its nudouht<.'d and inn\luahl(. l'ig'hts :" allli as a 
further reply to the "GPIJer Chamber,' the incellsl'd l'arliament- 
arian:-; orderel I reprintt'd in the Journals the opening awl closing 
ad,lress of Sill,coe, at the first session of 17H2, when he outlined 
the duties ëlnd pri,'ileges of the popular House. Harmony seems 
to have been restored by the J}('xt Sel-\SiOll, when the rel-\olutioll:-; 
an(l counter resolutions abow. llH:.ntioned wel'(, or(lered to he ex- 
pun
pd from the .J ournals, and thus the hat.chet was burie,l. 
Pel'hap
 this magnanimous action was the result of the Lieut('ll- 
ant-nm-ernor's appeal t.o the memlJel'B of IJoth Houses, " to recol- 
lect the celebrity of their proceedings. These considerations, 
l>ulightened manner};, awl the beneticial intluences of religion 
will no doubt regulate the intercourse between your august as- 
sem blies," was the placa tory tone which he used. 
A second session was cOIl,Tenet! on October 12th, 1 K 1 x, when 
Sir Peregrine 
Iaitlan(l made his tirst appearance as the King'!' 
ch'puty, the cause assigned for tl1P extra session heing the total 
want of fU)l(ls to meet the exigencie:-; of tht' :--itatc. He sur- 
mised, }u)we,Ter, that, in the course of their in"e
tigations into 
the wants of the Pr(willce, the lllembl'rs "would ft:..el a just in- 
clignation at thp attempts which ]U1,\"e IX'PH llH:t(ll' to excite dis- 
content and to orgalli7.e sedition. Should it appear to them," he 
aIM.."l, "that a Connmtion of nl'll'gatl'
 Call11Ot exist without 
danger to the cOll
tituti\JH. ill framing a law of I)l'l'\"elltion, your 
dispassionate wisdom will he careful that it sha]) not unwarily 
trespass on that sacret! right of tlw sul
ject by sueh a redress of 
his grievances hr pptition." 
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In the a(hlreR
 in re:-oponse the HOUbC stated that it was to 1)(' 
remembcrell that this favored land was assigne(l to their rather:-o 
as a retreat for slltti..ring loyalty, and not a SaIlctUaI-Y for sedi- 
tion, and deeply ImnenÌl.d that the insidious flesiglls of one fac- 
tious individual should have s!lccee,led in drawing into tllP HUp- 
port of his ,'ill' machinations so man.)' honest men awl IO,yal snh- 
jeds of His 
Iajesty. Robert Gourlay was the offender referred 
to. who wa.'" hani:-ohefl in UU9, after a long imprisonment. "An 
.\et to pl'en'nt eertain llleetillg"s within this Province," or "tllP 
gagging' bill" as it was nick-named, was one of the step:-o taken 
hy the assembly to prevent free òiscussion. 
Sir Peregrine :\laitland, the presiding genius of provincial af- 
fairs sent out from Ellg-lan(l, ill succession to Go'"ernor Gore, 
occnpied thc position for the cOlllparati,-el;y long period of h.1t 
years. Like his predeces:-oor, he had little sympathy with t]w 
Canadian people, awl, as a consequence. ne"er enjoyed a popu- 
larity sueh as (JovernOl' Simcoe won. He i:-o oescrihed HS a true 
type of an English arii'tocrat, his tall, suldicl'-]ikt. fig-nl'f' gi'"ing 
him a (lignity in kel'pillg with his position_ 
B
T thc estahlislullent of his miniature eourt at Uoverml1l'nt 
House, the cleavag(> hl'g-an hetwepn the rulers and. the ruled, 
which r('sultt.d in tIlt' PRtahlishment of what afterward hecame 
., The Family Compact," which was (ll'stille(l to play such an im- 
pOl'tant part in the hiRtory of the PrO\-incc. Tlw Oo"erl1or and 
hi
 cahinet controlled the appointments to the Legislati\'e awl 
Executi\'e Councili', and this fact a]
o sen-ed to Jay the foundation 
for the contiiet which ended ill the uprising twenty years aftt'r. 
The formal oppning of Padianwllt lU1fh'r Sil' Per..gTinc's régime 
Wal' an imposing atfuir whf'n, amid tIlt' thunders of ('annon and 
the cheers of the crowd of colonists, tIlt' Liclltf'nant-no'"crnor 
with immaculate periwig, a glittering :-oworll and a gorgeous uni- 
form, W;IS on]y Ipss imposing than till' i'carlet uniformed uffic{'rs 
of the garl'ison who eomposed tIlt' guard of honor. To-aa)' tl)(. 
pageantry of stat.. is salny democratic, the cannon is sill>nced, tIlt' 
periwig has disapl,pared, and only a I'\cant (lisplay of gold lace and 
hra..c:;s bnttoll
 takes the placp of the gOl'geous :-opectacle of 1 K
O. 
It was during till' spssion of 1 S 1 K that ,\"(wk WHR hl'glln on tlH' 
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new Hou
e uf Parlialuent, which was cOlupleted iu 1 
:!O. Two 
" managers uf public buildings" were appointed, Pett'r Rohinson 
awl Grant Powell, who reported to the Hou
e in HUH, aR follows: 
.. The undersigne(l lJl'g lea'"l' to 
mblllit to the Honurable Huuse 
of Assembly their proceedings as managers to carry into effect 
the wishes of the two Houses, relative to the erection of suitable 
huildings for their acculHllJuclation. The accompanying letter of 

Ir. Secretary Hillier will show the authority under which they 
have engaged in the ulHlertakillg, and they have to state that, 
in compliance ,,yith the rptlUl'st therein conveyed, they proceeded 
without delay to close with the lowest proposals for such a build- 
ing, together with the old In'ick buildings repaired, which would, 
in their opinion, attord all the accommodation at present actually 
retluiretl for the con"l'ni
IH'e of tIll' Legislature, at the 
alJle time 
ke ping in view the prohability of more extensive provision for 
that purpose heing necessary at some future day. The contract 
was dosed with :Mr. Jonathan Ca

els, who immetliately pro- 
ceeded to lay in material, awl has already made some progre
s 
in the repair
 of the old Imilding
. The contract, with pIau ill 
detail of tIlt' building, is herewith submitted, in which it will be 
seen that no prejudice will accrue to the cOlltractiug parties by 
any deviation of the plan therein agreed on." To which report 
the House assented. . 
TIlt-' structure was as plain as its )l1'l'dl'ct's:sor, but tht' growth 
and prosperity of the capital was shuwn in its being built of 
brick in
tèad of wood. It occupied the site of tllt' old gaol 
which. until a few years ago, wa
 a landmark near the corner 
of King nwl Berkeley-streets. In Talbut's "Fi'Te Years in Can- 
ada" he describes the nt'w structurp as "a long alH I eommo- 
dious buildin
, built with hrick awl with much ::-;Ï1lll'lieity." As 
early as 1 KO.J., awl he fore tlw destruction of the orig'illal build- 
ings, a surgeon úf the -t
th regiment, namcd ,ralsll, (Il'sig'lled a 
plan for a new House uf Assembly, to be of woml ë:Lwl urick and 
to cost f I ,000 a story, but it was ne'"Pl' carried out. 
"The public buildings that were destroyed," says Dr. 
calldillg 
.. were replaced, about the year un 8, by others more extl'll
ive, 
an,l of a 11101'(' imposing eharncter, hut situated on the same spot: 
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and hert.' the Parliament continued to hold its st's1-iions down to 
the year IH24, whell they were again totally destroyed, hut this 
time not by the hawl of an innHling foe, hut by a fire originating 
in an Q\'er-heatell flne. These buildings I myself well remember, 
having: more than oncp witnesseò the pageantry attendant on the 
opening of the HonHe hy the Liplltenant-Governor of the day, Sir 
Peregrine :\laitland, pageantry humble enough, no òouht, hut 
. then appearing vcry magnificent." 
It was Oll the night of the 20th December, 1 H24, that tile Parlia- 
mentBuildings were again ,iestroyed by fire, this time acciòentally, 
as Dr. Sca,ldillg has said, a defect in the flues heing the cause. 
The loss was estimated at J::2,OOO. The furniture and library were 
fortunately saved, but some of the House journals were lost. 
In .J alluary of the following year, Parliament IlWt in the old 
Oeneral Ho:-:pital, which stoocl hptwet.'ll Killg-strept and Hospital- 
street (now Richmt.Jwl-street) just west of the old TTpper Canada 
(1011ege. TIlt' Hm5pital had the honor of heing the most important 
huilrling in tIll' Prm'inc(' at that tilll
, ., It was two stories in 
height, of refl hrick, 107 feet long LJT 06 feet wide, with a flattish- 
hipped roof, a convenil'ntly òe
igned interior, and rpcl.'
sed gal- 
IprieR on the north and south sides. It stooò 'with its four sides 
facing precisely the four canlillal points of tIle compass." It 
has, it is neeJle:-:s to say, long since disappeared. 
The three succcedillg sc:-;sionf'. ,'iz., of ] k2,3-(), 1 K27 and I K2H, 
wt-'re held in tll(' Ho:-:pitnl, a \'()te of .tlOO being made annuaJIy 
for its use, which the Home District was called upon to pay 
The urgent need of the Hospital for its original purpose causpc! 
another change, tht' old Court Hou
e, which occupiell, with the 
gaol, the block horclered by King, Church, Court and ToroJlto-stA 
being :-;elected as tIw temporary home of the Legi:-:lature during 
th.. :-;essions of J x::?!), lR20, and 1 x:n -2, when t}w IlPW huildings on 
Front-street wpre ready for occupancy. In the journals of IH:-Jl 
appears an item of t:JOH 178. Id. for expl>llses illcurred in 1H
illg 
the Court House for tIw :t(,(,ollllllodation of the Legislatul"l- for 
the two prl'yions se
sions. 
The four sCR.,-ions held in the :-:ecolld Parliament BuildillgH were 
turhulent in spirit, though important ill I"t'Sl1I t:-:. A
 Dr. Sealicling 
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a.p
 : .. Here it was the tirst skil'llliHI1t.'
 took piael' ill the great 
war of principles which afterwards with such determination and 
ettèct was fought out in Canada. Here it wa;-; that tirst loomed 
up bpforp the minds of our early law-makerH the l'cclesiastical 
llUl'stioll, the ellucational question, the constitutional question. 
Here it was that tirst was heard the open discnssion, childlike, 
incleed, and vague, hut pregnant with very weighty con:-;equencel--, 
of topics, social and national, which, at the time, even in tIlt' 
parent Htatl' itself, were mastered but llY few." The chief cause 
of bitterne1's HIlll allimo::->ity was the heated election trials, 
the Hou
e forming itself into a Contested Election Court. 
Early in the session of lK21, H petition was presented to tIlt:' 
House in connection with the election of Barnabas Bidwell as 

Iember for Lennox awl AddingtoJ1. in which the petitioners held 
that" his character "à
 such as to render him utterly unworthy 
of the high honor of sittiJ1g in your august House," haset! OIl au 
alleged misapplication of pulilic funds WIH:'ll he was a resident vf 

lassachmR>tts ten years "before. The House then'upon constituted 
itself an election court, as has beell said, with the rf'sult that 
Bidwell wa
 allowed to retaill his seat: indeed, his eloquent 
H,(lvocacy of his own casp no doubt had much to do with tlw 
decision of the memLers. But those opposed to him tinally tri- 
ulllphell in the passage of a Bill" to render ineligible to a seat in 
the Commons House of Assembly of this Province, certain Jescrip- 
tiOll
 of persoll
 t.lH'rein mentioned:' which accomplished the 
expulsion of the elected 
lem bel', who, however, had the satisfac- 
tion of seeing his 
Oll, )lal'shall Sprillg Bidwell, electeù in his 
steaù. The latter, however, had an eyen more Htormy experience 
when, on a new election beillg held, the returning officer refused 
to accept any votes for him, on the ground that he wa
 an alien. 
Another pr/)te::;t and election followed, and young Bidwell wa
 
elected for the third time (an experience not unlike that \Villiam 
Lyon 
lackellzie went through years after), continuing to sit ill 
Parliament for eleven successi\'e years. 
The debates of the lluartette of sessions from 1820-"}' were also 
but samples anù forerunners of the acrimonious discussions that 
hav(' been }ward in the old Front-street buildingH. Attorney- 
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Gl'ueral H.obiu
ou is descrihed as exhil,itiug' .. a l'prft'et whirlwind 
of rag(' and fiery indignation " in Ilealillg with the ca::'l' of Barna- 
has Bidwell, an eXRmple which others, 110 doul,t, fo]]o\n'd on both 
sideH of the House. Chmlgps in pulJlic Opilliou were, however, 
as rapid as they were radical. The" (jaggillg Bill," of I K19, as 
" the ....\ct to preYl'nt certaill lIIl't-'ting
 withiu the Province," was 
ca}]('d, was repealed in Us20, aUlI the Act of 1

1, already referred 
to, niHII'(I at the senior Bidwell, was practically repealed in IH24. 
Betwl'l'lI 1 
24 

))( l 1 
:-3
 a n UlII her of men a ppearecl in the- 
Hom,p, chiefly aftt'r tIll' l'l('('tion of 1 k
-l, who han> receivf'cl the 
titl.. of 'Fathers of Rf\fol'llI" from their Libel'al Hu<,'et's
or
- 
John I{olph, Capta.iu John 
latthf'wH. Pdt'r Perry. Jollll \\ïllsOll. 
\rilliHll1 LYOll )Ia('kellzip. Rol,ert Hal,Iwill. and many others, who 
wagt'd IW111Y an oratorical l,attle with their antagonists on tht:' 
Consl'l',-ati \'e IJeIlCheH, ill the days when the HmlSt' md ill the old 
Hospital awl COUl't Hou
e, \\Tjth the tirst dt.tiuite fOl111ation of 
a l{t:'forl11 party, came mort:' exeitillg discussions and cuntests, each 
a kPPlI struggle for the Lpst t'xhibition of party power. The 
t.lectioll of Speaker usually tt'l;tel I their strellgth. (hi one OCCtl- 
sioJ), iu I 
24, John 'Yillsou, the 1l1t:'lnLer for 'Ventworth, was 
('hosen Speaker hy a ReforlIl 111<ljority of two-a sig'u to thell1 
that tilt' puwer of the Family COl1lpaet had h'gun to waul', 
o in- 
teIlsC Ilt'calllt' the feclil1g' that a 11101) df'stroyed tht' office of \Vil- 
liml1 L
'oJ) 
lackellzie's paper. The tt:'llsioll was further in- 
creasl'd l,y the rt'ply of the Ll'gislaturt' to Ollt:' of Hon'ruor Mait- 
land's addressl's, whereiu he was censured fOI' receiving and re- 
plyiug to ad.lresses reflecting on the Ll'g-islative ....\::;se1ll1,ly. To 
thi
 hC-' promptly retorted that while tilt.,}' (the Lt'gislature) wert-' 
treating him with SCHut courtesy, lit, was fully justifh'd in the 
part ht' was taking, 
A curious evidence of the antagunistic feeling toward the 
Americaus was evinced Juring the session of I K:W. A perform- 
ance was gin'l1 in the little tllPatre ùf York, which was attencll.'d 
by most of the members, who probably welcol1led a chal1ge from 
the clry routine of their legislative duties. The orche
tra played 
severa] lively Hritish tUlIPS, when sonleUl1C ca.lled for Yankee 
Doo.I]l' and Hail Columhia, as a compliment tu a ft'\\' 
\ull'rical1 
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viRitor
 who wpre pre
ent, The reHpOnSt' was complied with 
and all went well, but when thl' House met on the foHowing :\Ion- 
clay, before tlw do/)r
 were open to the public, one of the mem- 
hers arose, anù with due solemnity charged a fellow member, 
Capt. .Matthews, with requesting the Yankee Doodle song. 
uch a 
disloyal act caJled for instant investig-ation. A. Committee of 
Privilege was at once appointed, which met for three consecutive 
Ilight
, when scores were summoned as witneF:ses, the result being 
the aC'luittal of the suspected member. This, however, was not 
the end of the matter, News of the affair reached the ears of 
the ,. Master-General of Ordnance" at Quebec_ who 
mmmoned the 
poor legislator to the far distant citr, to explain his" utterly Ilisloyal 
and disgracl'ful conduct" for hadng "in a riotous and outrageous 
manner called for the national airs and tUlles of the tTuited 

tates." The latter, being a retired captain, 'was amenahle to 
military authority- :\latthews urged the time-houored member's 
privilege of non-arrest, hut the Lieutenant-Om ern or pooh-poohed 
the defence, awl orllered the offender to ouey the mandate from 
his superior officer. There wa<;j nothing left but to obey. Having 
reached tilt-' ancient city. he laid the evidence of acquittal before 
the military tribunal and secured a second release, but his 
enemies succl'ptled in having his pension stopped, which caused 
him great pecuniary dist!,pss. One may safel
' conclu<le, however, 
that lw hall 
trong grounds for pronouncing' allathema upon 
Yankee Doodle for the rest of his life. 
Among the Acts passed during the session of 11-126. wa
 one 
entitlerl " The 'Vhipping amI Pillory Abolition Bill," thu
 putting 
an end to the few public exhibitions of that kind which disgraced 
the justice of the early days of York. 
A radical change of ideas regarding parliamentary decorum has 
taken place since IB28. In t.he session of that year a 
lr. Morris 
moved .e that it he resolved, that upon a vote or passage of any 
bin or measure, to express approbation or satisfaction by standing 
on the floor of this House and in a tumultuous manner giving 
loud huzzas, is a breach of parliamentary decorum and unbecom- 
ing the dignity of a deliberative assembly." Bidwell succeeded 
in Hecuring an amendment. " that this House unrlerstands that in 
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the House of Commons in Great Britain it is not unusual to carry 
a great amI interesting question with acclamations." The mover 
of the original motion made another effort to put his Illotion, "that 
it is not the opinion of this House, that parliamentary usage 
warrants the huzzaing in a tumultuous manner by the members 
Htanding up in their place and wa,.ing their hats, and that this 
House will heredfter consider as irregular and disorderly such a 
mode of expressing their opinions or feelings." Such resolutions 
read oddly in these latter days, when the passage of a famouR 
Lill makes a "famous scene" for the historian, and when "tml1ul- 
tuous huzzaing" is indulged in to the full. 
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CHAPTER IY. 


THE [XCEPTIOK AXD ERECTION OF THE OLD PARLIAMEKT 
BUILDIKGH ON FRONT HTREE
 


1826-1832. 

 HE first step toward the erection of the Parliament 

)I
 Buildings that stand on Front-street, was taken in 

.1
 the session of 1825, when three Commissioners wer<> 
1\l- - appointed by the Upper and Lower House to deal 
with the question, the re
ult being that as a preliminary 
step they" re::;olved to offer by pqhlic advertisement a SUIll 
of money as a reward for the most approved plan, elevation and 
design for the required buildings." .Many handsome architec- 
tural designs were, according to the report of the Commissioner, 
submitted, the premiulll being awarded to a )11'. :1S'lxon. Later, 
four plans and estimates 'were put in by :Kixon himself, and by 
Baldwin, Ford, and Ewart. The following year, 1826, the matter 
was advanced by the pa
sage of an Act" to authorize the rais- 
ing by debenture a sum of money to be applied in erecting huild- 
ings for the use of the Legislature." The Hon. \Yilliam Allan, 
\Yilliam Thompson and Grant Powell comprised the CommiRsion. 
An architect named Rogers afterward tendered a plan and esti- 
mates for the erection of the buildings for a sum between .fG,OOO 
and .t7,000. He 'was thereupon asked to reduce his estimate to 
.f4,000, but f:5,::WO was the lowest figure he could be induced to 
naIl1e. 
This amount was still deemed too Jarge by the Legislature, 
aml it came to the conclusion, by a resolution passed (luring the 
session of 182R, "That the sum voted by the Legislature for 
the erection of public buildings is insufficient to defray the ex- 
42 
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pense of the work upon a scale corresponding with the respecta- 
bility of the Province and the suitable accommodation of the 
Parliament": and a second resolution rearl: "That the limited 
resources of the Legislature will not warrant at present a further 
grant for this object, and that it is expedient to defer the com- 
mencement of the huildings until the puhlic revenue shall enable 
the Parliament to apply ample means for the proper completion 
of the work," and, with true Legislative economy, a Select Com- 
mittee was appointe(l to see whether a roof coul(l not be put on 
the ruined walls of the old buildings burned in 1 H24. 
In May, lR2!J, the following ad vertisement appeared in till 
columns of the Loyalist: "P AHLLUIEXT BCILl>lXGS.-:::;ealed 
tenders for erecting buildingR for the Legislature at York, will 
be received on the first 
Ion( lay of June next. Plans, elevations, 

tnd !:'pecifications of the buildings may be seen after the 14th 
day of 
Iay next, 011 application to Grant Powell, from whom 
further information may be received." The Loyal.i8t informed 
its readcr
 that "the new Par'liament Hou
e will stal1(1 in Siln- 
coe Place, a square containing six acres, a very fine situation, fac- 
ing the Bay, and in front of Government House." 
On the :30th .J uly, IH2n, a contract was drawn between the 
Commissioners amI 
latt.hew Priestman, to erect the Imildings, 
and find allmaterialH, for the sum of .í5,400, amI to have them 
ready for the Legislature hy the 1st January, lK
 I. Priestman, 
however, failed in his contract, after having made l:iub-contracts 
with .Joseph Turton, a mason, and Jamcs Crowther, a carpenter. 
Turton awl Crowther werc allowed to proceed with their part of 
the work, but according to a report of a committee of the House, 
made (luring the session of IH:32, "TIlt' building has so far been 
conducte(1 in a way very unsatisfactory," and the cOlllUlittee fur- 
ther remarked that" great hlame is attrihutable to the COllllnis- 

ioners for curtailing the sUln in the contract so IllUch helow the 
Hum appropriated hy the Legislature," viz., t 1 0,000. 
John Ewart was, on the failure of l'rit'stnmn, authorized to 

u ppri 11 tt'J1( I the work. PriestlIlan ha( 1 recei ved .f: 1,000 on It is 
contJ':wt before failing, while Turton had rpcei,'cd some iü,UOO 
mort', awl yet the huilding waR not finislwd, while Turton nwl 
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Crowther demanded .fl,750 beyond what they had received. The 
committee closed their report with the opinion that .f) ,300 would 
complete the structure. The Hon. Mr. Allan was allowed to put 
in a statement in explanation, laying the blame for the curtail- 
ment of the expenditure decided upon, on Sir John Colborne, who 
expressed himself averse to a greater sum than .t5,000 being ex- 
pended in such a building. According to 
lr. Allan's report, a 
person by the name of 
iXOll was among the first to tender a 
plan and estimates for erecting Luildings of stone or brick- 
.f15,000 for the former, and .fll.OOO for the latter. He concludes; 
" The two Houses approved and adopted the plan and estimate 
for the larger sum, but recommended delay in commencing the 
work, as the finances of the country did not seem to justify so 
great an expenditure at that time." 
The amount recei,.e(l from the Treasury frolll 1826 to 1831 to- 
talled .f7,000. On January 20th, 1832, 1:3,000 additional "ra
 
granted by the Legislature to oomplete the building. 
The public accounts of 1831 contain the details of the expendi- 
ture in connection with the building. 
ome of the items read oddly 
to-day. "F
'eight of stone from the Head of Lake" was .:f t () 10s. 
H cost .fI9 to cover the drain leading from the building; C20" for 
digging and stoning \\T ell ;" i6 " for le,.elling the ra,"ine in front 
of the builùing"; an Indian broom is entered at four-pence; a 
cord of wood for the clerk's office cost 15s.; 8s. Gd. was paid" for 
hauling (4) loads stuff from the Jake." Cedar joists were t','i- 
dently in great deumnd, and a queer combination of "stationery 
and white lead" is entered under one SUlll. 
As an outcome of the ret.:'1rded progress in the construction of 
the buildings, and the failures of contractors, many extra claims 
were made against the Government, and a Special Committee, 
composed of Alexander 
IcDonnell, James Fitzgibbon, and David 
A. Macnab, investigated these in It:)33, and recommended the 
payment of .fl,G54 of the .f1,t:)S9 claimed. The work of construc- 
tion was completed by men pai(l by the day, Duncan Kennedy, 
a builder, being appointed superintendent. The Commission 
also reported that 1:1,ROO more would be required to finish tlw 
buihling in a proper manner, anù "to construct an area to the 
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east and west facades of the portico around it; " to cover the roof 
with tin at a cost of .f508, which they regarded "as indispens- 
able for the sa.fety of the building, which has already once nar- 
rowly eRcaped burning by a spark from one of the chimnies 
which fell upon the shingles." The freestone used in the columns 
of the portico were (Iuarried near Hamilton, shipped by sleighs to 
the edge of Burlington Bay, and transhipped to York on the 
opening of navigation. In the old designs, there are pillars and 
a pediment at the main entrance, which were never carried out, 
anll I am told these pillars still lie in the (I uarries. 
The original building consisted of a centre, 133x90 feet, and 
two wing-s, nOx55 feet, the latter being forty feet distant from 
the centre. In 1 
49 these spaces were enclosed, forming the 
Speaker's rooms on the east and committee rooms on the west. 
The Legislati ve Cham bel' was 46x55 feet, and the original Legis- 
lative Council Chamber (latterly the library) 44x54 feet. The 
basement rooms were used as vaults, amI for a time as legis- 
lative officeH. At that time the huilding was thought to be a 
marvel of architectural skilJ, and the press of the day gave glow- 
ing accounts ami long descriptions of " its magnificent length, its 
noble fa
ade and its handsome apartments." 'Vhat was latterl;y 
the lihmr;r was then utilized as the Legislative Council room, or 
the" Family Compact Room," as it was dubbed at that time, the 
queer upper story portion at the rear (lately use.! by the Queen's 
Printer) heing the library and reading room. 
Only the limits of a large volume cou1cl do adequate justice to the 
history enacted within these old walls during the sixty years and 
1110re of their existence. Between the opening of the first Parlia- 
ment in 1832, and the prorogation of the last that was held with- 
in its Chamber, scoreH of important questions and subjects have 
heen ß
.6tated, dehated, and brought to pass. The struggle for 
reRponsihle government ende(llong ago in victory: the seculari- 
zation of the clergy reserves was consummated under its roof- 
the bill being paloõsed in the session of ] H58; elections have to a 
large degree been purified; manhood 
mfii-age has taken the plact.> 
of the oM-time restrictions of the franchise; education has made 
marvellous fi,(l\'nnces: vil1ageR have grown into towns, towns haw' 
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expanded into cities, and hundreds of hamlets have risen m-el' the 
land; the province has increased in population until it numbers 
over two million souls, and, instead of the fifteen assemblymen 
elected for the first Upper Canadian Parliament in 1792, ninety- 
one now constitutes the Provincial Legislature. 
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CHAPTER V. 


THE FRONT-STREET p.ARLIA
rE
T BUILDINGS IN DIFFERENT 
RÔLES. 
â
 
 
' , 
 ,I 

 OT only haR tl
e old struc
ure serveù the State as its 
l
1r

JI
 House of Parhament, but It ha
 been a Court of Law, 
f ,-, 


.J.. a College, ane 1 a Barracks anù Arsenal during the 

 
 stirring times of lS27, or the" flare up," as Sir Francis 

, Bonù Heael described it. Two or three days after the; rebel 
uprising at 
Iontgomery's Farm, Sir Francis, becoming 
convinceel that matters were taking a serious turn, removeù his 
heacleluarters from the old town hall to the Parliament Buildings, 
where. a.lso, the available stock of arms and ammunition was 
stor('e1. The olù hrick pile was thus placell in a state of barricade 
and the march of the picket was heard around its walls. During 
en.ry hour of the day reinforcements were coming in from the 
acljacPllt centn:s. The olel steamer Traveller brought a de- 
tacllllleut from Xiaga
'a, while thp Burli'n!lfun landed a contin- 
gent from Hamilton: Port Creelit, 'Yhithy, Cohourg, anù other 
,'illage
 also sent their eluota. The little town was soon crowc.leel 
to overflowing with these bands of raw recruits, awl the open 
space in front of the Parliament Ruilding's was a scene of unusual 
excitcment. 'Yithill the huildings the governor and his cabinet 
were almost continually in session a.rranging a plan of campaign, 
though somc of thc council meetings were held at Archllishop 
Strachan's" Palacc" near hy, anel in GO\Ternment House. 
Cnnfusion reigned among the crowùs of untried warriors until 
Col. Fitzgibhon marshallt'el them into companies, which ,,'pre 
furUwr oq:
aniz('(l into threc divis!ons, which extellllccl frolH tIlt' 
buildings C'ustwarel along F.-ont-street as far ItS thl' Bishop's 
47 
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Palace. The total muster was about 1,100 men. Sir Francis, 
mounted on 3; white horse, gave the word of command to advance 
at twelve o'clock noon, on December 7th, and thus starterl tht:' 
hastily formed army for thp rebel rendezvous, to the stirring 
music of two bands, the windows and roofs being crowrled by 
men, women and children who cheered each company as it 
marched by. N early a quarter of a century had elapsed since 
Toronto had witnessed such real evidences of war, when in 18]
 
the invading American troops marched victoriously along the 
water front. 
The buildings experienced another" military occupation" when 
the peregrinating Parliament of the Union left it after the session 
of 1859, three companies of the 30th Regiment taking possession 
and transforming the legislative halls into noisy barracks. 'I'he 
30th had crossed the ocean in the Gl'eat Eastern, along with 2,000 
fellow-warriors. Portions of the foJIowing regiments were 
quartered within the Parliament buildings: 30th Foot (now Cam- 
bridgeshire Regiment), one battalion of the 16th Foot (now Bed- 
fordshire Regiment), 47th Lancashire (now the Royal North 
Lancashire), one battalion of the 17th (now Leicestershire Regi- 
ment), the 29th Foot and the 60th Rifles. The eastern wing was 
occupied as a mess room, billiard hall and officers' quarters. The 
chamber and library were filled by two companies, the third 
making themselves comfortable in the long building in the rear 
of the main portion. The basement of the centre part was made 
habitable, and to-day the old signs of "Sergeant's Room, No -," 
are still to be seen painted on the dusty old panes of glass. Se,-eral 
dungeons of stygian darknesR, into which not a ray of light 
enters, which were utilized as guard-rooms, are also to be found 
in the gloomy recesses of the deserted cellars, while the officers, 
imitating Sir 'Valter Scott's example at Shakespeare's home, 
scratched their names on the window panes. One of the di ver- 
sions of the men after a roIlicking mess, was tobogganing down 
the stairways, the dinner-tables, with their legs pointing heaven- 
ward, being utilized for the purpose. 
The military occupation of the buildings put their strength to 
a 
e\'ere test, so much so that, when the Ontario Afo;scml,ly llIt't 
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in the Chamber in 1867, large portions of the east wing walls 
had to he rehuilt. It was in a dilapidated and dangerous condi- 
tion, the floors requiring a net-work of props and the walls a 
number of stays. The Chamber, during the military occupation, 
was partitioned off into dormitories, the" throne" anù its unicorn 
background remaining in its place since it had been last used 
in It;59. 
After the L'nion Act of IH41 was pa.'.;sed, the chamber was de- 
serted for nearly ten years from IH41 to 1
50. In 1848 anll 
early in 1849, the buildings were utilized as a lunatic asyIUII1, 
the old gaol on Toronto-street, where seventeen insane patients 
had heen confined, heing utterly inadequate for the purpose. Dr. 
Rees was the first medical superintenoent, who was succeeded 
by Dr. Telfer, both of whom are now dead, The staircases in the 
eastern wing were boardpd up at the side so as to prevent the 
acrobatically inclined patients from throwing themselves over the 
balustrades. One of the inmates of the old gaol and the Parlia- 
ment Buihlings-Anllrew 'rood-is still a patient at the Toronto 
Asylum, being now over ninety years of age. 
In Hs:
9 the buildings were use(l temporarily by the Court of 
Queen's Bench, amI again in 1846 they were used for universit), 
allll medical school purposes in connection with King's College, 
""illiam HUllle Blake wa.s professor of law in the university and 
delivere(l his law lectures (which commenced at eight o'clock in 
the morning), in one of the rooms in the east wing of the Parlia- 
ment Buil( ling-so 
The two small cottages standing at the western end of the 
Crown Lands Department were used as dissecting rooms by 
the mcdieal sttHlents. Those were the (lays of extensive borly- 
fmatching: indee(l it was the only means by which the 
::;tudents could ohtain (lissectable su}-
ects, no legal machinery 
heing in force at that time for the supply of bodies from tift. 
public institutions. 
On a winter night of 1
46, half a (IOZell embryo ....f:sculapians 
hoarùc(l a huge sleigh anll drove to a lonely graveyard out on 
Y onge-strcet, where they soon went to work with picks and 
sho\'els until they hall excavated a hole about two feet square, 
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at the heall of a newly-made grave. The coffin reached, one of 
the party was lowered, who proceeded to saw off the lid and fix a 
rope around the arms of the body, and soon the ghastly hit of 
humanity was stretched upon the I'mow. Denuding the corpse 
of its death clothing, which was returned to the coffin, the hotly 
was enclo-,ell in an old sack and thrown in the sleigh. No 
sooner, however, har] the homeward journey been commenced than 
tlJey found they were being pursued, a team of blacks flying 
after them over the glittering road-bed at a Gilpinite speed, 
hut the medicos eluded their pursuen;; and reached the coilege 
in safety. 
T}lU
 have the old walls seen many a strange transformation 
caused, as has been said, by the peregrinations of the Parliament 
of the Union. On the return to Toronto, after. a Parliament of 
se&;ions in Quebec or Montreal,. the throne, the mace, a11l1 the 
general outfit were again put in place, and the barrack-rooms, 
the class-rooms, or the wards of the insane were converted ag"ain 
to Legislative USeS. In November of IR49 the \'arious Depart- 
ments were removed from 
Jontreal to Toronto, nine years having 
elapsed since the last session of the Upppr Canadian Legislature 
had been held in the old buildings. Considerable expense was 
incurred in renovating, refitting, and decorating the Chambers, 
and when the session was convened on the 14th of :May; 11-149, 
great crow(ls came not only from Toronto, hut from all parts of 
the Province, to witness the opening ceremonies with Lord Elgin 
as the Governor-General. 
Parliament met in Quebec from .}1-I52 to 1
55, and when 
Toronto's turn came again, the Departments were, for the second 
time, moved to the latter city, Sir Edmund Head opening the 
sessioh. The Imildings again underwent an extensive internal 
transformation. Owing to the large increase in the memberHhip 
of the Asseml)ly, adJitional accommodation had to be prO\"i(led 
for. The space furmerly allotted to the public had heen en- 
croached upon to such an extent that only a few benches were 
left at the west entrance for the use of the members of the Legis- 
lative Council. The Council Chamber (afterward the LilJrary) 
was decol'R tl-'tl af1'l-'sh and refurnisht'd, presenting an aspect of 
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almost imperial splendor, insomuch that the Governor privately 
remarked that cc responsible government had not obliterated the 
respect of Canadians for the trappings of sovereignty." 
At this time the Front-street buildings came far short of pro- 
viding sufficient accommodation for the Departlllents, and, as a 
result, they were scattered far and near, Rome on the far east of 
the city, and others again in the distant west. The Executi,"c 
Council officers were quartered with the Law Department, the 
Provincial Secretary's Department, and the office of the Goyernor- 
General, in the old hospital, which stood in the rear of an orchard 
Ileal' the corner of King and John-streets. This same builrIing. 
by the way, was Sir John A. Macdonald's head(luarters during 
that Parliament, and it was there also that George Brown's cele- 
brated two-days' administration held its deliberations during- its 
l,rief but memorable existence. 
Immediatcly after the prorogation of the session of Ib.,)9, the 
Departments wcre removed to Qucbec where they remained for 
six years before being permanently remove(l to Ottawa. Since 
ConfeJeration, the old buildings have been even more inade(luatc 
to accommodate the Departments than in IH5ü, and ntrious out- 
si(le buildings have Leen called into requisition. The Departmcnts 
of thc Attorney-General, Registrar-General, Division COUl'b
 ancl 
Immigration, were housed for some .rears in the building on the 
corner of York and \\T ellington-streetR, known as York Honse, 
a.nd formerly occupied by Judge Hagerman. The Public 'York
 
Departmcnt found tcmporary quarters in a building on \\Telling-- 
ton-street near York-street, the Department of Agriculture awl 
Bureau of Rtatistics were station cd at the corner of Y onge and 
Queen-strects, ancl the Board of Health un YOllge-street. No\,. 
however, all thc Departmcnts are undcr the one loof. with tht'- 
exccption of the Education Department, which still n'mains at 
the X ormal School buildings. 
On many occasions, the Cham1er and Leg-islath"e Cm1llcil room 
have becn the sccne of brilliant balls, hf'ld under the patronage of 
Govcrnment Housc. The 01(1 Legislative Chaml,t'l" was th
 
Hcene of many a ball, whele gathercd the wealth a.wl h('auty of 
Ontario's capital. But the most Huccessful event of this llatUl"(
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was held in the charred ruins of the old Governmept House, the 
burnt walls being covered with flags and banners, and the sum- 
mer sky Herving as the only roof. The scene is described as 
being beautiful in the extreme. 

 or have the old buildings been the home only of legislators. 

oldiers, judges, professors, and other classes of beings in human 
and visible form, but strange tales have reached me of ghostly 
visitors anù occupants, who seem to have acted, as bad ghosts 

ometimes do, in a highly reprehensible manner. Certainly no 
flitting spirit could ask for a more suitable haunt than the cave- 
like cells in the basement, the dark and narrow corridors, with 
their bewildering twists and turns, or the dusty, echoing upper 
chambers. "Then the building was used as an insane asylum, 
one of the female patients committed suicide by hanging herself 
from a hook in the wall of the basement, and it was quite con- 
sistent, therefore, that for years, on dark and stormy nights, she 
should haunt the spot where the tragic deed was committed. 
The spirit of the poor demented suicide is said to have had a 
rival in a sister ghost, who, clad in white, with her hair stream- 
ing loosely over her shou]derH, stole silently through the subter- 
ranean aisles. 
Another female spirit, with a checked dress thrown over her 
head, chose the western cottage for her midnight meanderings- 
a building which was then used as the dissecting room, which 
probably accounts for a pile of human bones unearthed near it a 
few years ago. 
The old office of the Queen's printer had an odd upper story or 
gallery, dust-covered and full of echoes, where a soldier-ghost 
was wont to parade in full regimentals. He displayed a com- 
mendable gallantry in thus choosing a quiet corner for himself, 
anI I not trespassing upon the-preserves of his spectral companions. 
But his choice of locality may have been determined by the col- 
lection of arms and accoutrements that adorneù the walls anfl 
ceiling, belonging to the late John Notman's museUlll, among 
which he would naturally feel at home. 
Less tangible anfl more mysterious were the denizens of the 
reporters' room at the rear of the eastern gallery. All that is 
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known of these wa.<;j told by a night watchman, who after one 
midnight visit could never again be induced to enter the room 
alone. He hinted ,'aguely of knockings and noises, heavy 
breathings from unseen forms and other disconcerting manifesta- 
tions. \Vho knows how many phantom parliaments, where de- 
parted legislators met once more in wordy conflict, were dis- 
turbed by the erratic actiom; of the other uncanny occupant
 of 
the old buildings. 
On two occasions the huilelings have narrowly escaped destruc- 
tion by fire. In 18H 1 a fire occurred in the east wing and in 
.J uly of I snt the roof of the west wing was entirel,r destroyer1 
in the same way. Fire has indeed played havoc with many of 
our parliament buildings. BE-sides their destruction in 1 H13, and 
again in 182...., the parliament huilding
 at Montreal were com- 
pletely e1estroyed in lK49, while the Dominion huildings at 
Ottawa have had more than one narrow escape. 
A hank robbery is al
o among the memories of ,the old build- 
ings, in the rlays when a branch of the Bank of Upper Canada 
was opened in what is known as the Speaker's Rooms. Just how 
much was stolen on that occasion is not known, hut the most re- 
lllal'kable feature of the ca
ê is, 1-;0 it is said, that the window 
glass was cut from the in..,ide. 
)Iention should be made of )[1'8. Bilton, who for Illauy year!; 
kept a confectioncry stand in the corridor, near the main entrance, 
and whom the lllembers of the old Legislatm'e will well relIlemher. 
If she could have carried the" 
m>cets e,f office" in stock, her 
business Illight have been even more thri ,>ing than it was. 
The history of the various maces used in the different parlia- 
ments of the produce is a mo
t interesting Olle. The first one 
was made of pine or fir, painted red and gilded, and was used by 
Simcoe when the first parliament was convened in Niagara.. It 
was afterwanl included among the Rpoils of war captured by the- 
Americans in 1K13 in Toronto, and is still to bp !'!eeu, with a 
Hriti
h ensign captured at the samp time, in the U. ::;, .Kaval 
Academy at Annapolis, 
[Il. All trace has bf'en lost of the one 
used after the American war, hut upon the union of the Canada
 
Pa.rlianwnt ordl'red the pnrcha:-;e of a new mace, which was pro- 
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cured in 1845 at a cost of .f:500 sterling. It is described as a fac- 
simile of that in the British House of Commons, and it, too, has 
had a stirring history. Three times it has been rescued from the 
flames, and during the :Montreal riot it again narrowly escaped 
(,lestruction. It would seem to have a charmed life. The mace 
u:--ed in the Ontario Legislature at present was procured by the 
Sandfield-Macdonald Government, and is made of copper and 
richly gilded. Its cost, however, was only :;200. 
The following dates will best illustrate the varied history of 
the old buildings: 
18:W.-First sum voted for their construction. 
1
29.-Tenders invited. 
1832-41.-0ccupied by the Legislature of Upper Canada. 
It):J9.-Used temporarily by the Court of Queen's Bench for 
its sittings. 
18t6.-Utilized for university and medical school purposes, in 
connection with King's College. 
lk4H-9.-0ccupied as an asylum for the insane. 
Ik49-51.-8essions of Parliament of the united Provinces. 
1856-59.-"Rarliament of the united Provinces. 
lkôl-67.-Ctilized as militètry barracks. 
IH67 to 1892.-Sessions of the Ontario Legislature. 



' 



r- 


J 
I \ \ 
\ \ 
, 
\ 
\ 
I 
I 
, 


- ii, 
 


: 
....J 
r. 
"" 
:I 
 


I'
. 


k' .þ-' 

0t 
-.
 

:("Ì. 

-,. 
\ðt. 
:' 

 



 

 ,," 
_ ,4.,g.'" 

 
:'t J'" 
-.-- 1It;., ..... 
.;. e r " i E ' , ' .
 
" 
I I .' 
_ of or., , 
't j.:(* 
, . ,:--/" 
 
-<
 
\:-
.:
 
 


( --:-:- 
-J:> , 
;.? It .,' 
./1. ' ' I 

,

It _ _ _ . 
.--(' 
.
 .

 jt 
J' 

 1 

H
 

-
',- 
, 
wJ.f 
 t..l '.-' . I: ."'!"=' - , 


 ' , ,t:
 I 


"- 
''', 



 
:;:.".1... 
-;; t'" 
,.... 



 



 f 
, ? 
t; -,; :
 
 \ -2 
 '-f 
",., 
'. i 
, I:' 
, 
 - 
:
 '. 
 
'
 .
.I 
, . 
.f t
 ,
 '
! 



 


..." - 


'" . 
F' r( ;;..- ,
 
.' 'ìiÌ I . 
 
,
 W;,;:i 


f · 
\ 


fj 


. 


\. ;.
 \. 

""'''''
' -'. 
.. t "",, 
.,...... 


\ 
.. 
. -
 


l' 
J 


.-' 


.... 


f I 



. 


1 =--, . 

:,:,J...
 
 
 ,3;rl 
\ 


.
. '_.
 i 


 
. r

 


, ." 


:>. 
;---- . 
 \ ' j \\ ' 
I. '\
 'I' 

 k', _,
\ ' 



." 

 
*f. 
.
 

? /!. 
J/ '. 

 

: 

' . 


Y"
 

 
;., 
"II': 


;;.-
 



 


,- 


--\ 
'. 
,'
' .t 


-
 
I. 



 
. ........ . 



 


fr' 


u 


-
 
\
 
"1,& .- 


\ .\ 

 , 
: .\ 


I f 


= 
.S 
!XI 
!XI 
G:I 
rn 

 
G:I 
!XI 
= 
C 
=: 


;.., 
'
 

:..'.:;r 


1 , 
j.;
 
,,\fí

 
.

 
, 1,.*. 

e:r 
I :
t,
.' 
11.,t:
 
't
,

:, 


I- 
a: 
s::. 
S 
cè 
s::. 
to; 
a: 
> 
:;; 
C'C 
"ii. 
b 
Go 
...: 
... 
e 
l- 
e 
'j: 
.:: 

 



 
0: 

 


<"T 



[
 l 


CHAPTER '.1 


F A
I()US SCENES I
 THE OLD CHA
IBElt 



 I .'; r F all the famous scene
 witnessed in the old Parliament 

.f'
 ,'-
 Buildings were to be chronicled, a very large volume 
.. I
.. would be re<luired to contain the record, for, while 
6 .
. warring spirits produced friction and keen contest" 

J/!. for supremacy in earlier days, it is probable that no 

 legislative chamber has witnessed stormier scenes or 
h('ard more animated, if not acrimonious, debates than the old 
hOlIlC of Ontario's Parliament. 
It is therefore possible here to refer to only a few of the notable 
8ccm's connected with the Front-street building, and a commence- 
ment may well he made with the exciting incidents arising out 
of the burning in effigy of Hir John Colborne in Hamilton during 
an early session, Out of the in\"estigation to which it gave risc 
came ultimately the imprisonment of 
ir Allan 
fcKab for" high 
contempt and IJreach of the privileges of the House," in refusing 
to answer the <luestions of the Committee of Privileges relative 
to the burning in effigy of the Lieutenant-Governor. "Tht
 
House having learned with astonishment and indignation that 
some evil-disposed persons did on the night of the 29th of last 
month, at the town of Hamilton, in the (:ore District, unwar- 
rantablyand maliciously exhibit a libellous representation of our 
prt'sl'nt Lieutenant-Governor," Sir Allan was summonctl tf) the 
Bar of the House on the] 9thof February, where, afterexamilmtioll, 
Ill' was, by a resolution moved hy \\
illiam Lyon :\lackenzie. a.nd 
secon,led by Jesse Ketch UlIl, " commi ttl'C I to the gaol of York d ur- 
ing the pleasurc of this Hom_e." Two votes of the House werp 
takf'n at ,liffl'rent times to liberate him, hut bùth were lll'gati\'ed. 
55 
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He was finally given his liberty on the 2nd of 
Iarch, after I.av- 
ing been imprisoned tor fourteen days. This episode had the 
effect of suddenly bringing the future baronet into prominence. 
Being treated as a martyr, his fortune was thereby materially 
advanced, one of the results being his election to the Assembly in 
the following year. 
The Honorable H. J. Boulton, 
olicitor.Ueneral, was also called 
to the bar of the House, but escaped imprisonment by offering 
to answer questions. The most impressive and astonishing part 
of the scene was the administering of a most mild and kindly 
admonition by Boulton's old-time opponent, Marshall Spring 
Bidwell, when everyone expected a severe attack. 
Another of the features of the investigation was the SUllllllon- 
ing of 'Villiam Jarvis, Sheriff of the Gore district, to the bar of 
the House, "to give evidence upon the outrage and to pro,luce 
the effigy connected therewith, or 
uch parts thereof as are in 
his possession." One ha::; only to picture the scene of the exhibi- 
tion of remnants of an unpicturesyue caricature before an ltssem- 
bly, grave and solemn, as investigators should be, to see .a lu(li- 
crous siùe to it, especially in view of the report of the special 
committee, "that the circumstance called' the Hamilton outrage' 
was altogether unworthy the public notice which has tleen drawn 
to it by the exaggerated reports of the Gore Gazette, and that the 
persons who committed the offence have been so few in number 
as still to elude detection." 
The burning in effigy of W'illiam Lyon 
Iackenzi(' in Galt, a 
few years later, called for no such formal invebtigation. 
The decade of years preceding the uprising of It);r; wen' the 
most turbulent in the parliamentary history of the prO\"ince, and 
nearly e\Tery session witnessed many a deLate where \Titupera- 
tion and invecthTe were the chief weapon
. 
The stormiest of all .. the stormy petrels" of that time was Ull- 
doubtedly 'Yilliam Lyon 
Iackenzie. :Soon after entering the 
political arena in lS29, he carried the warfare which he had been 
conducting in his paper, into the Legislative Chamber. In Ol'(ler 
to rid themselves of such a thorn in the flesh, the Go\"ernment 
revived an obsolete rule, which forbade the unauthorized puhli- 
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cation of reports of parliamentary proceedings. The agitation 
for 
Iackenzie's exclusion from the House commenced as early as 
the session of 1831. 
Iotion after motion, made by Mackenzie, 
brought from Attorney-General Boulton speeches of a very bitter 
tone, but" the little mannikin from York," as he was called, con- 
tinued to allnoy and harrass the Government in a manner never' 
lJefore dreamed of. The attempted revenge of the Government 
came during the following session. By this time the Reform 
party had a following in the House which materially strengthened 
their hands, among the number being Dr. Rolph, Marshall 
Spring Bidwell, Dr. 
lorison and others. In time they controlled 
the Assembly, but the Executive exercised the veto power when- 
ever they deemed it necessary. But in Uackenzie they had an 
opponent whose restless spirit kept the ChamLer in a state of 
excitement and oecasional uproar. He, however, found a stout 
foe in Sir John Colborne, a man described as "a rigid absolutist 
and strict (lisciplinarian." It is not to be wondered at that the 
family compact were in bitter hostility to .Mackenzie who, 
through the medium of his paper, called them" tools of a servile 
power," declared" he would rather work for his brea!l than suL- 
mit to the official fungi of the country, more llumerous and pes- 
tilential than the quagmires and marshes that encircle Toronto." 
He also hall petitions sent to the House, made numerous charges 
against the Executive, and started 011 a new line by investigating 
the public accounts. His utterances were regarded by the Ex- 
ecutive authorities as "gro!';s, scan(lalous and malicious libels," 
and a charge of breach of privilege was ultimately made against 
him. After making a defence on the lines that the House had 
no jurisdiction in prosecutions for lihel, he withdrew from the 
Chal1lLer. A number of motions and amendments were voted 
upon, when the House, by a vote of twenty-four to fifteen, de- 
ci(led to expel him. This precipitated a series of the stormie
t 
scenes ever witnessed in the historic old lJuilding. Petitions 
poured in, signed, no doubt, by 
Iackcnzie's friends, praying the 
LieutL'nallt-Governor to dismisb a House" tainted with the worst 
vice!'; of jUflicial partiality." 
The privilege uf petition was apparently largely takcn advall- 
D 



. ' 


58 


Ontario's Parliament BlLildings. 


tage of judging by the long lists published in the Journals of the 
House at that time. For instance, during this session of lS31 
they numbered 200, increasing as the popular discontent 
increased, to over 600 in 1836 and 18:37, and 750 in 1857. In 
fact, they form a comparatively correct index of the unrest that 
then existed. 
The expelled member was re-elected on the 2nd of January, 
1832. His friends carried him through the streets in triumph, 
via Government House to the Parliament Buildings, where they 
halted amid loud cheers and much confusion from the thousands 
attracted by the unusual scene. Entering the House he stood 
at the bar waiting to be sworn in, surrounded by a crowd of 
sympathizers. A motion to expel him a second time was met 
with hisses. At length, the surging mass of men that filled the 
galleries and corridors, forced the outer doors of the House, and 
took possession of every available space. He was, however, again 
expelled on a new charge, that he had deliberately repeated in 
the Advocate the libellous statement that "the present House 
was an assembly of sycophants," although the main phrase which 
offended his opponents was, that" they were a band of public rob- 
bers." On leaving the chamber, the hero of the hour in the eyes 
of his followers addressed the latter, when cheers were given for 
'Villiam IV., Earl Grey and the Reform ministry. The proces- 
sion of sleighs reformed and conducted the new member to his 
home. Fearing serious outbreaks, Sir John Colborne had the 
articles of war read for several days to the regiment, and one of 
the members of the House, 
Ir. Thomson, gave notice of an 
address to the King, praying him to remove the seat of Govern- 
ment to some more safe and convenient position where they 
would not be daily liable "to be annoyed, insulted and overawed 
by a mob so ignorant or infatuated as to become the ready tools 
for executing every species of violence and outrage to which any 
political demagogue may choose to incite them." 
Mackenzie was re-elected by a vote of 62K to 96, the voting 
taking place at the Red Lion Hotel on Y onge-street. The turbu- 
lent spirit assumed threatening proportions. Scores of meetings 
were held, and petitions were signed and sent to the King and the 
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Imperial Parliament, praying for redress of grievances. \Yhile 
Mackenzie was in England for the purpose of presenting the peti- 
tions in person, the Legislature of 1832 once more expelled him. 
The old story was repeated of his re-election, and so the Lattle 
went on. After his election in December, 1833, another great 
crowd followed their leader in his attempt to enter the House and 
take his seat. 8ir Allan )IacX ab was hissed from the gallery, 
whereupon the Speaker ordered it cleared. The Sergeant-at-Arms 
(David )IacKab, a brother of bir Allan), also ordered 'Mackenzie 
to leave. MacXab drew his sword when )lackenzie said, " Don't 
touch me, I am prepared to take the oath." Still standing his 
ground, the custoelian of the mace seized the recalcitrant member 
and tried to draw him toward the door, but a stalwart Highland 
friend of the little Scotchman interfered. By this time the ex- 
citement was at fe'"er heat, and the populace attempting to take 
possession of the Chamber, possibly for the novel purpose of 
bodily routing the thirty-five members, the inner door was 
bulted and barricaded. Great confusion reigned in the lobbies 
anel gallerie
. 
ome of the members fearing bloodshed, addre&:;- 
ed the crowds, when gradually the uproar died ùown and a truce 
was ca1le(1. .Mackenzie's re-expubion the next day brought forth 
another shower of petitions to the Lieutenant-Governor. A few 
days after, the redoubtahle contestant again entered the House, 
wearing the gold chain and medal that had been presented to 
him l,y his achnircrs, and took his seat, only to Le ejected three 
times by the vigilant 
('rgeant. .Ai:, before, dense crowds wit- 
nessed the scenes from the gallerietl. Finally, 
Iackenzie left the 
House, awl Toronto remaincel without one of it
 members for 
nearly a whole Parliament. 
The acrimony that distinguil::ihed the dcbates appeare,d in the 
pn

s of that day. One paper, in reporting the proceedings of 
the sesl::iion of 1 s:n, thus referred to 
1 r. Mackenzie; ".Mr. 
lac- 
kenzie brought up to the House as many documents as could be 
packed in a common wheelbarrow. and entertained honorable 
members by what he called a Hpeech 011 the Kin
ton bank bill 
for the period of allout six hours and a half, during which he 
addreHsed the Speaker with, Y cs, sir; X 0, sir: Thcn, sir: X ow, sir, 



60 


Ontario's Parliament Buildings. 


555 times." In another issue, the same paper (the OanoAian 
Freeman) refers to him as \Yilliam Lie-on Mackenzie, the mounte- 
bank, "who begins to feel his consequence among small people 
and to swell, like the frog in the fable, with pomp anù vanity. 
This emporium of political villainy, this squib scribbler, this 
heavy curse upon the public, little Mackenzie, has been raised 
from a prostrate baboon posture to assume the attitude of a man. 
The shameless fabrications of this lying knave, and his idle chat- 
tering this session, has cost the country as much as would mac- 
adamize most of the road from York to N ewmarket ! We tell 
the people of Upper Canada to beware of the designing, hypo- 
critical faction and all their tools. If not closely watched they 
will yet overturn the liberties of the country." 
The choice of Marshall Spring Bidwell as Speaker in 1835 was 
another occasion for an exhibition of extreme party feeling. The 
Solicitor-General denounced him as totally unfit to occupy that 
high and dignified situation. Thereupon Mr. Perry, says the 
Recorder, " got on his props and talked against time with a good 
deal of success, and succeeded in convincing the House of the ex- 
cellence of his wind and the suppleness of his tongue." 
Sir Francis Bond Head (the first purely civil Governor), 
arrived in Toronto while Parliament was in session in 1
35. Con- 
trary to all precedent, he visited the l.T pper House at once, called 
the Assemblymen to the bar of the Council-room, and there 
addressed them. The King had heard there were grievances to 
redress) he said, and he had been sent out to redress them. This 
raised the hopes of the Reformers, who looked upon the new 
representative as an ally and a friend. Returning to the Assem- 
bly, Dr. Duncombe, then member for Oxford, moved for a Com- 
mittee of Privilege to enquire as to whether it was the correct 
thing for the King's representative to address them in the midst 
of Parliament. "That did the business," said an eye-witness of 
the scene to me. " The Governor turned against the Reform sec- 
tion, being greatly annoyed by the motion, and that was in fact 
the turning-point which led to the outbreak in 1
;
7." 
The charge against Sir Francis Bond Head that he was guilty 
of directing unconstitutional means during the elections of 1836, 
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proùuced materials for a bitter fight in parliament and in the 
press. One journal says: "\Ve ha\ye before us the report of the 
committee who were carefully selected to whitewash His Excel- 
lency Sir Francis Bond Reacl. \Ye expected it would be plausi- 
ble though false, but it turns out to be false without the cumber- 
ous appendage of plausibility. It declares Sir Francis to be as 
pure as driven snow, and the Rouse of Assembly and the Orange- 
men a leetle purer! \Yhatever effect the report may have on 
Downing-street, every man, woman, and child in Canada will 
pronounce it from beginning to cnd one living lie. The trail of 
the serpent is over it all." K 0 wonder Sir Francis, from his point 
of view, afterward wrote of :Mackenzie as "a political mounte- 
bank," who "spoke, stamped, foamed, wiped his seditious little 
mouth, anù then spoke again," and no wonder also that he 
writes, "On the 23rd of )Iarch (I H3k), at noon precisely I pro- 
ceeded to Parliament Buildings to attend the swearing-in of my 
successor, and as soon as this important ceremony was over, bow- 
ing in silence, first to him awl thpn to his Executive Council, I 
descended the stairs anù found myself alrme in the pure, fresh air. 
It was altogether to me a moment of overwhelming enjoyment 
amI I could not help fervently muttering to myself, 'Thank Goel, 
I am at last relieved! ' " 
The seventh report of the Grievance Committee-a formidal,le 
document, which was afterwards sent to the Home Governllll.nt 
-W3S another Lone úf contention that produced not a little 
vituperation in the House debates. In lR:3H a general election 
was held, the Reformers being left in a decided minority, )[acken- 
zie an(l sevcral of his co-workers suffering defeat. A new parlia- 
ment assemblcd on thc Hth of Kovcmher, the Go,.ernment 
strength llcing irresistihlp. During this scsl<;ion ])1'. Rolph, who 
was a new a(lditioll to thp Upposition, made the speech of his life 
in favor uf selling thc clergy re
er\-es anù applying the proceeds 
to educational purpo
es; but his motion was defeated. The 
sl'ssion terminated ami(l a scene of disorder, ha8e(1 on the 
pl'l
Ït'('t of ulliting Upper and Lower Carmùa. A number took 
l,art iu the dcLate amid frc(!ueut illtl'rruptiouH, whell Dr, Rulph 
ros(' to speak to a qUl'<.;tioll of or<<ler. Strungly won}l'II appeals 



62 


OnÜtrio's Pa?'liame.nt BlLilclÍ1l!JS. 


were made to the Speaker, and hard words were freely hurled 
between the excited members. Confusion anrl diRorder reigned, 
until the SpeakEr announced the arrival of the Lieutenant- 
Governor. This put a stop to all further discussion, and in 
proroguing the parliament the Lieutenant-Qovernor congratulated 
the members on the harmony of the Ression! 
The visit of Lord Durham in 1 t)38 was an important event of 
that day. He reached Toronto by boat, and thousands had 
gathered between the Front-street entrance of the Parliament 
Buildings and the bay to see and hear the Commissioner Stnt out 
by the Home Government. The vessel could be seen sailing 
around the Island, but instead of turning through the weRtern 
gap, it continued up the lake, to the wonder of the waiting throng. 
Returning at length, however, the boat entered the bay and 
landed its distinguished passenger, who proceeded to the Build- 
ings direct from the wharf. For nearly three hours the crowd 
had patiently waited, discussing the cause of the delay. It wal::; 
some time after that rumor attributed the strange conduct of the 
Captain and the Commissioner to the fact that ,My Lord waR in 
the act of preparing an elaborate toilet when the city was 
reached, and the captain was orùered to cruise around for an 
hour or two until the important operation could be completed! 
Entering the Legislative Council-room, he there addressed the 
members of both Houses, and afterwards delivered a speech to 
the outside throng from the stone steps of the main entrance: 
1he sessions of 1849-51 were also alive with stormy scenes 
among the political warriors of those days. Lord Elgin wal::; 
Governor-General at the time, and although an unassuming, 
plain old gentlelnan, being often seen to walk arm-in-arm with 
his wife in the good, old-fashioned way, yet he never failed to 
uphold the dignity of his high office when opening or proroguing 
the House. On such occasions a gaily caparisoned four-in-hand 
drew the Yice-Regal coach, while a full complement of postilions 
attended to wait on His Lordship. \Vhen he made his first ap- 
pearance in Toronto a few hisses were heard amid the cheers, 
the burning of the Parliament Buildings in Montreal being still a 
disturbing question, Lut public feeling was soon allayed. 
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The session of 1850 witnessed a series of keen debates on the 
old-time questions of the clergy reserves, the rebellion losses bill 
and seignorial tenures. Rancor, virulence and acrimony charac- 
terized the speeches. Col. Prince moved an amendment (which 
was voted down) censuring the executive for dismissing from 
office Home of the signers of the annexation manifesto. Papineau, 
Sir Allan MacNab and other leading members indulged in per- 
sonalities that cauf>ed most unseemly exhibitions of temper, 
accompanied with shaking of fists and dire threats. This lasted 
for three months, but that there was a great deal of legislative 
work performed, ùespite the acrimonious speech-making, is shown 
by the fact that nearly 250 bills were introduced in the two 
houses, of which 1,-t5 received the royal assent; 739 petitions 
were also presented and 84 select cOlllmittees appointed, which 
made Ion reports. 
The Journals of 1851 contain one of the earliest suggestions of 
Confederation, Mr. Merritt moving that" an address be sent to the 
Queen to consider the prQject of a general confederation of all 
the British Korth American provinces:' but it only secured 
seven votes. 
\Villiam Lyon .Mackenzie reappeared in Parliament during 
this session, His return from exile produced a commotion, three 
successive attempts being made on his life at the hands of mobs, 
which were only quelle(l hy the calling out of the troops, Imt 
these were the last public displays against him. He continued 
to occupy a 1ieat in the House for seven years, and finally ended 
his exciting and eccentric life on the 2Hth of August, 1Hü 1. 
The Parliament of IR56-.5f) witnesse(l ahnost as many acri- 
monious deLates as the se:-'tiions leading up to the troubles of 
] H:57 -3K The most memorable, perhaps, was the attack of John 
A. Macrlonahl, then AttOl'ney-( :eneral, on George Brown, accusing 
him of falsifying te:stimony and suhornillg witnesses in connection 
with an old investigation regarding the Kingston Pcnitentiary. 
The member for KingHton is descrihed as having electrified the 
House with his tiraùe, "causing even the least 
crupulous of 
parliamentary sharp-shooters to stand aghast." The ('xcitement 
hecame general awl rose to whitl' JH.'at. The "ery atmosphere 
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of the assembly seemed to ue charged with electricity, and the 
Speaker twice called the offenders to order. 
After the attack, which was a most bitter one, the accused 
member arose, "shivering with rage," and repelled the charge 
with a torrent of fierce words. As an outcome a special COlll- 
mittee, whose sittings lasted the greater part of the session, went 
thoroughly into the Attorney-General's charges, which were 
proved to be unfounded. The personal hostility between the 
two leaderR arising out of this combat never fully died out. 
This was almost equalled during the same session by a scene 
between John A. and Colonel Rankin on a motion regarding the 
seat of Government, which nearly resulted in a personal collision. 
Mr. Macdonald had commenced the trouble by a very warm per- 
sonal attack on Rankin, the latter replying that his assailant was 
" a man totally lost to all sense of honor." In those flays, duel- 
ling was just dying out, but the spirit of it so far lived that it 
was supposed the episode would lead to a personal encounter; in 
fact the Speaker, fearing such a result, threatened to place the 
warring memhers under the custody of the Sergeant-at-Arms 
until their trouble should blow over. So far as the public has 
hitherto known, nothing passed between the principals, but I 
have reason to believe that some correspondence did pass be- 
tween them, having a settlement of their difficulty by the old- 
time code in view, but it all ended in correspondence. 
During all these sternly contested discussions and debates, CaL- 
inet dissensions were frequent, Sir Allan MacI\au finally resign- 
ing. Two days after his resignation he was carried into the 
House, swathed in flannel, by two servants. 
\. touching spectacle 
followed, when the old parliamentarian, addressing the House, 
but remaining seated in his chair, said, with emotion, that he 
had been a member of the House for twenty-six years, and that 
he had certain statements to make to his Ministers. " If I am 
supported by their voice, I shall feel that I am right; if con- 
demned, I am ready to retire into private life, and, perhaps, I 
am now fitted for little else." Bent with age, and "Lroken 
with the storms of state," the end of his public life had come, the 
survival of the fittest, in his displacement by a younger man, 
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once again being demonstrated. He remained a member for six 
years thereafter. 
The Tache-Macdonald administration was then formed, the 

IacX ab ministry having been defeated on the Corrigan murder 
trial vote. The great de bate of the session was that as to the 
seat of Government, which lasted for several days: at one time 
the flood of oratory continuing for thirty-two consecutive hours. 
K 0 wonder the occupants of the reporters' gallery of that time 
refer to the hard work they were called upon to perform. 'Yhat 
would they have said, however, to one day's record of 106 
speeches during the session of lR26? 
George Brow
, "who revelled in public tumult as the petrcl 
does in the storm," produced a hot debate by reading a motion 
on the 27th April, 1857, declaring for representation by popu- 
lation. 
The next exciting event was the "double shuffle," of ] 858, 
which was ushered in as well as out of existence by unusually 
bitter displays of party feeling. The want of confhlence Illotion 
in the Brown-Dorion Administration lras fiercely debated till 
midnight, when the two-days-old Cabinet was defeated. This 
memorable session lasted for five months, the speech-making 
being extraordinary at least for length and tluantity. Even in 
the Legislative Council, twenty-five out of twenty-eight mem- 
bers spoke on one subject. The question of protection to home 
industries nrl-\t came up at this session. 
During one of the long debates of this period, when a great 
deal of speaking against time was indulge({ in, )11'. :\lcKellar 
ad(lressetl the House in Ga
lic for a goodly stretch,-a change 
from Anglo-
axon that was no douht agreeable under the cir- 
cum:;tances. 
On another occasion 1\11'. Brown and Mr. Cayley, the then In- 
:-;pector-General, had an oratorical bout which ended by the 
throwing of inkstands at each other's healb, though no recorcl 
can be traced of the result! 
Powell's attack on George Brown, when he referred to the fi- 
nancial difficulties of 
lr. Brown's father, produced a painful im- 
pression in the House. :\1 r. Brown seeme({ to be Overcome with 
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the attack, and leaned on his desk with his hands clasped over 
his head. H 
s reply showed such a degree of emotion as to affect 
even his bitterest opponents. His vindication of his father was 
as manly as it was noble and filial, and reveäled the speaker in a 
light differing from that exhibited in any ordinary debate. 
Another noteworthy incident is recorded in the same session of 
1 
58. Ð' Arcy McGee made a violent attack on Sir John Macdonald, 
but the latter appeared to be deeply engaged in stamping a pile of 
letters with sealing wax, and to be deaf to the fiery criticism of 
the Irish orator. The latter complained of the inattention of the 
leader of the Government, when Sir John retorted that he had 
heard every word, as the speaker would find to his sorrow. But 
no sooner had the speaker ceased than the two were hobnobbing 
over a cheery glass in the refre:::,hment rooms. 
A remarkable scene took place on another occasion when the 
Legislative Council had returned a bill to the Assembly with a 
particular clause left out. One of the Assemblymen, indignant 
at the action of the 'G pper House, seized the document and, 
addressing the Speaker began : "
Ir. Speaker, I do not want to 
insult you, sir, nor this honorable House, sir, but--." At this 
point the unoffËmding paper was incontinently kicked along the 
floor and through the doorway, while the whole House was in a 
tremendous state of excitement. The records report that "after- 
wards the Council waS made to swallow the whole bill," and thus 
harmony was restored. 
K owadays, at the close of a long and wearisome session, the 
younger members celebrate the closing hours of the sesBion by 
the throwing of paper pellets, blue books and even cushions, Lut 
during the Parliament of 1856-59 cushions and books were the 
weapons that were thrown, not in a spirit of fun, but as an out- 
come of anger and passion. 
Before the session of 1
59 was commenced a general election 
had taken place when "the Cabinet of eleven lawyers and one 
auctioneer," as George Brown said, was defeated. One of the 
important Acts passed was the imposition of a duty of twcnty 
per cent. instead of fifteen per cent. on all commodities not speci- 
fically enumerateJ. The question of moying to Quebec again 
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came up. This course was decided upon, but in the face of strong 
opposition. \\
hen this session was prorogued, and the depart- 
ments and officials were removed to Quebec, the old buildings 
saw the last of the Parliament of the union. "?hen next the 
booming of cannon was heard and the marching of a guard of 
honor seen, it was in connection with the opening of a new era- 
one of the fruits of confederation-the first session of the first 
Parliament of Ontario. 
Many an exciting delJate has been heard since the first se:..;- 
sion of the new Provincial Parliament in It;G7, many a wordy 
battle has been fought, and many a speech of high quality and 
great power has been delivered. Probably no one event caused 
more pxcitement than the so-called Bribery rIot which was in- 
vebtigated in 1t;84, when it was charged that certain meml)ers 
had Leen approached with a view to inducing them to forsak{' 
the (1overmnent l)enches and join thf' Opposition. 
The debates ]ea'ling to the disputed boundary question and the 
various contcsts for the maintenance of pro\'incial rights form 
somc of the memorëtble scenes in the House during these last 
twenty years. 
Death lias invaded its precincts on more than one occasion, 
apart from those who passed away in the ordinary course of 
human events. On February 11 th, lK
l, Dr. Harkin, tile mem- 
ber for Prescott, was beized with a paralytic stroke while the 
Speaker was reading the prayers, and died two hours afterward, 
while the sat I event of the 2."'jth March 1t;02 when Mr. H. E 
Clarke, one úf the Conservative mcmbers for Toronto, droppcd 
dead while addressing the House, will Le fresh in the milHI of the 
puhlic. The changing conditions of life are also evidenced hy the 
fact that of the memhers and officers forming the Gov{'rnment 
and House of 1 H27 -8, not one survives. 
The Opcnings aIHl Prorogations of Parliament may well be 
ineludetl in the s{'ries of fal1l0US scenes. On such occasions, the 
Chaml,{'r was filled with the civic, military and governmental 
notat,les, adm'ne,l with all the regalia that their position per- 
mittec1, who, together with the ladies of OO\"ernment Hou:..;e, 
literally took pos:;ession of " the floor of the Hou:..;e," nUll gravely 
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welcomed the King's or Queen's representative, who was escorted 
to the Parliament huildings by a guard of honor, amid the 
booming of cannon. Thus was received in the old Chamber on 
Front-street, Sir John Colborne, Sir Francis Bona Head, Lord 
Durham, Lord Elgin, the Hon. John Cra-wford, the Hon. D. A. 
:Macdonald, the Hon. John Beverly Robinson, and Sir Alexander 
Campbell. 

lrs. Jamieson has described the prorogation of the session 
of 1837 in her "'Vinter Studies" :-" The prorogation took 
place yesterday at three o'clock. 'Yhen we arrived in front 
of the government offices, the scene was very striking. The 
snow-expanse waf? all around, and between the shore of the 
frozen bay and the line of the building, the space was filled by 
sleighs of all shapes and sizes, and a crowd of some hundred peo- 
ple, in all manner of strange defences against the piercing frost, 
intermingled with military costumes, and a few Indians loung- 
ing by in their blanket coats and war-plumes. The hall of the 
Legislative Council is certainly a spacious and lofty room, with a 
splendid throne, and the usual superfluity of gilding and varnish. 
* * · The members of the House of ASðemùly, being sum- 
moned, appeared below the bar, and the Governor read hi
 
speech over with very distinct utterance and much quiet self- 
possessi on." 
One of the papers of that time viewed the function through 
different spectacles. The editor chronicles the opening of the 
session of 1835 as follows: "His Excellency, the Lieutenant- 
Governor pr0ceeded to-day in great state to the Parliament 
Buildings. A little after three o'clock he took his seat on a 
splendid chair at the foot of a gorgeous and expensive gewgaw 
called the 'Throne,' and the Commons being in attendance in 
obedience to his summons, he directed them to retire and elect 
a Speaker. His Address will be delivered to-morrow and will 
be called' The Speech.' Kothing can well be conceived more 
vain, shadowy and unimportant than the whole of this ceremony. 
The Commons dutifully retired as they were ordered, anù His 
Excellency returned home in the same Vice-Regal state in which 
he left, and thus the gaudy farce wa
 concluded-as far as His 
Excellency was concerned! " 
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As another specimen of the journalistic methods of those stir- 
ring days, the above description was followed by a picturesque, 
if not libellous, account of the keen debate that ensued over the 
appointment of :Marshall Spring Bidwell as Speaker, Attorney- 
General Hagerman leading the Opposition to the nominee. The 
journal referreà to, in reporting Hagerman's speech, described 
him with 
" One eye half clos'd, half out his slay'ring tongue, 
His twiste(l nose from nature's part ha]f wrung. 
" But, we will not pursue the description lest it may be too 
flattering to his vanity: " 
Truly the early westernjournalislll could hardly improve upon 
the acidity and satire of the editor's quill of fifty years ago, or 
more, in our own Province. 
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CHAPTER VII. 


THE REPORTER::;' GALLERY. 

 HE freedom of the press," so far as the right to report 
, I I. 
 and publish and comment upon parliamentary pro- 
f ceedings was concerned, was only obtained after the 
',.', ,/ Upper Canada Parliament had existed for forty years 
or more, and after many a battle had been fought for the 

 privilege. Indeed, the reporters' gallery of to-day, with 
the freedom and scope given to its occupants, is one of the boons 
that was practically unknown in the days when a free expression 
of opinion or advers
 criticism resulted in fines and imprison- 
ment. As early as 1812, the publishers of the York Gazette, John 
Cameron and Ed ward McBride, fell foul of some of the legislat- 
ors, one of whom moved that the offending scribes be brought to 
the bar of the House to answer to an alleged "indecent inser- 
tion," which presumably reflected upon the mover, Allan McLean, 
the member for Frontenac. Thus early did the conflict between 
press and Parliament open, though in this particular case, the 
motion of the offended member was negatived. 
Joseph 'Yillcocks was, in addition to being a member of the 
Legislature, the founder and editor of the Upper Canada au.,ar- 
dian ((/nd Freeman's Journal, and in 
his latter capacity fre- 
quently came in conflict with the House to such an extent that 
fines and imprisonment were inflicted upon him, and he was at 
length compelled to stop the publication of his journal. He is 
entered in the Journals of 1814 as one of the deserters to the 
American army, and was afterwards killed at the siege of Fort 
Erie. The fact that Lieutenant-Governor Gore referred to him 
as" that. execrable monster who would deluge the Province with 
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bloof 1," is sufficient evidence that 'Villcocks was strongly antago- 
nistic to the Government of that day. 
The Journals of the House during the 'twenties contain fre- 
fluent allusions to the suLject of permitting reporters to attend 
the sessions, as well as to whether an official reporter should be 
appointed. Resolutions favoring these innovations were fre- 
quently made only to be defeated by the wise parliamentarians 
who proùably viewed the proposals with no little alarm. During 
the session of i lt)21, i75 was appropriated to defray the expenses 
of reporting the debates of the House. Eleven members objected 
to this, but twenty-one voted for it. 
The two journalists who came most frequently into conflict 
with the Executive and the Assembly, were undoubtedly Francis 
Collins and 'Villialll Lyon ,Mackenzie. The former waged a 
warfare from Hs21, when, as a reporter for the Upper Canada 
Gazette (published by the King's Printer, Dr. Horne), he oflendeJ 
the Government with his reports, till IH34, when the cholera 
included him as one of its \yictims, his paper, the Freeman, 
ceasing to exist at the same time. During the score of years that 
intervened, t:iharp reprimands, apologies and libel suits were 
but preliminary to imprisonment. One sentence, in 1
2
, 
inclutletl a fine of .f:50, imprisonment for a year, and security for 
good behavior for three years after his liberation, and to stand 
committe(l until all these conditions should be complied with. 
He remained in gaol for several months, during which time the 
fine was paid by public subscription. His case was llHlfle the 
suqject of parJiamentary enqmry in 182D, and at last freedom 
came, but not until his spirit was broken and his fortune 
wrecked. His sentence was no less severe than that imposed 
upon BartelllUH Ferguson, the pulJlisher of the Xiagara 8pef'iator, 
who, in lR17, because a letter written by Robert Gourlay had 
been inserted in his paper, but during his aLsence and without 
his knowledge, was sentenced to pay a fine of i50, to be impri- 
soned for eighteen months, awl that in the courhe of the first 
month of his imprisonment" he do stand in the public pillory 
one hour," anrl finally, that he give security for his goo(l 
hehavior for sm-en years after the expiration of his term of 
incarceration. 



Ontario's Parliament Buildings. 
The practice of voting grants to certain editors or reporters 
led, as a matter of course, to charges of favoritism against the 
Government by the Opposition organs, neverthele
s this method 
prevailed for some years after the right of reporting at all was 
debated and fought to a successful issue. 'l'hus grouping the 
sessions of 1832, 1833 and Ib34, the following payments were 
made by the House: George Gurnett (editor of the Courier), 
.1:325; J. Carey (of the Observer), .-tl00; Francis Collins (editor 
of the Freema1z), .-t150; S. S. Junkins (reporter on the Chris- 
tion Guardian), .-t250; J. King (of the Correspondent), .:f50, and 
)1. \Valton (of the Courier nnd Patriot), 1:100. Dr. O'Grady, 
editor of the Correspondent, in 1834, strongly objected to the al- 
leged favoritism shown, and, after a special committee had investi- 
gated the matter, received a grant of .-t75. The redoubtable edi- 
tor of the Colonial Advocate, \Villiam Lyon Mackenzie, declined 
to present his account to the special committee for the three 
years mentioned. " Having been greatly injured by that House 
(1t)
4)," he says, " and put to much trouble and expense by its un- 
jw;;t proceedings towards me and towards the constituency I 
represent, and having also beeu sul
ject to a long series of ungen- 
erous misrepresentations through the press it upheld by votes of 
the public money, I thought it would be the right course to de- 
cline the application to put in a bill. I believed it probable that the 
people at the then ensuing elections would elect representatives 
that would not forget to do justice to any equitable claim I might 
have upon the justice of the country." The :same House of lR34 
voted him .-t225 for publishing the proceedings of the Assembly 
during the three years previous. 
By the time the then new buildings were occupied in 1831-2, 
the advocates of a reporting system were successful in having 
Francis Collins, John Carey and George Gurnett appointed" to 
report the Debates and Votes of this House; that they shall re- 
port on successive days; that each reporter shall leave a fair copy 
of his report with the Clerk on the ensuing morning after each 
Debate, to which all proprietors of newspapers shall have access." 
Gurnett was paid .-t150, and Collins and Carey .-tl00 each for 
their services, and the Sergeant-at-Arms was even directed" to 
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get a place constructed for the convenience of such persons as 
may be pleased to attend this House and report its proceedings." 
The importance the two reporters' galleries played during the 
parliamentary life of the old buildings must not be overlookecl, 
for while many public men developed their name and fame a
 
memhers below, many another reached publicity and succe
s l'iu 
the two little overhanging galleries that flanked the :Speaker'R 
throne. The late Hon. Thomas 'Yhite was a member of the gal- 
lery at one time, when he was known as "Curly-headed Tom," of 
the Peterboro' Review. Colonel Chamherlin, late Queen's printer 
of the Dominion, and at that time part proprietor of the 
Iontreal 
Ga:etfe, along with :\f r. Lowe, the present Dominion Deputy 
Minister of Agriculture, were abo among the number. Dr. Kings- 
ford, the well-known Canadian historian, occasionally listened to 
the debates from the reporters' gallery, having a right of en
 ry 
by being a contributor to the editorial columns of both the 
Lead('). and the C()loJlist. 

Ir. ,rilliam Buckingham, the joint author of the recently 
published Life of Alexander Mackenzie, came to Canada. in the 
fever of the agitation, in lk;J7, for the principle of representation 
by population, and immediately joine, I the staff of the Globe af' 
shorthancl writer. After following George Brown on the hust- 
ings, he took his place in the gallery on the opening of the new 
Parliament, where the staff of the paper was strengthened for the 
renewal of the conflict; in fact, the gallery prol,aLly nc\'cr con- 
tainell such a strong force as during the sessions of the Sixth 
en ion Parliament. Mr. E,lwarcls, who aftprwarcls rpmo\"e,l to 
"'ashington and there died, was the rq,rular hand with 
Ir. 
Buckingham at that time on the Globe. They were u.ftenvarcls 
associatC'd with eRch otlll'r in Quehec in rpporting officially the 
Confederation (lpllates, regarclpd at the time as a greut fl'at in 
the" wingC'(1 art." 111'. Harcuurt, a facile writer, who had only 
r"c
ntly COIllC frOlll Englancl, and \\< ho Hoon retm'Ill'(1 thitlwJ", 
also took his turn with the' (;{obr'8 rpg'ular staff when they 
\H'l"l' rushl'cl. \1 r. Penny, u.fterwarù.: 
enfltor, OIle of the pro- 
pridors of the 
Iolltreal lIerald, who luul engage'{ to givp 
nltout half hiR time to the (;10/1(', pra('tically complded thl' Pal'- 
E 
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liamentary staff. .Mr. 'V. H. 01'1', then of the Oshawa Yi Ild-ica- 
tm', now of Toronto, joined the staff later. Mr. Penny, while a 
\"ery fair shorthand writer, was one of the best men of his day at 
longhand to take down, in good newspaper form, the substance of 
a debate as it proceeded, heing un able man and having an inti- 
mate knowledge of the topics of the daJT. His partner. 
Ir. 
Kinnear, also had a seat in the gallery-at the far end-::md at- 
tended with great regularity. ,Mr. Gordon Brown, now of Osgoode 
Hall, was also on duty afternoon and night for the better part 
of the time when the long and interesting debates on the" Rights 
of r pper Canada" were in progress. 
The latè Josiah Blackburn, of the London Pree P'1'eS8, was 
alllong the reporters on the Liberal side. The Leade1' and the 
Colonist were the chief papers represented in the then :Ministerial 
siùe of the gallery twhich was to the left of the Speaker), the 
principal shorthand writers being Mr. Greig and Mr. Charles 
Belford, both deceased, and 'Yilliam Coldwell, who was, in addi- 
tion, a House reporter. Taking his press, tJTpe and outfit by ox-- 
team across the prairie from St. Paul to "Tinnipeg (then Fort 
Garry), Coldwell afterward hecame the pioneer of the press in 
the North-west, in conjunction with Mr. Buckingham. Charles 
Lindsay, one of the registrars for Toronto, was a frequent 
\Tisitor, as was George Sheppanl, the editor of tlw Colo'nist. The 
latter, after the \\Titing of the famoUl:! article in the Coloni:
f 
headed, ,,"Thither are we tlrifting?" joined for a time the 
editorial staff of the Globe. Thus with Gporge Brown, Gordon 
Brown, the Hon. 'Y lU. "McDougall, and George Sheppard, the 
Liberal organ had a force of strong and able men. .Mr. SheppaI'll 
was afterwards connected with the Hamilton TiTnes and the X ew 
York TimfJs. He went from tlle :K ew York Time,,! to LOl1l Ion 
Englanrl, anti haR resided therp almost ever since. He lately 
came OYer again to America, but has retired from acti\ye journal- 
ism. Another occasional viRitor wa
 
I I'. Huntington, before he 
became a member of the House and an "HonoraLle." He waR 
then writing for an eastern townships paper. 
The trials of contested elections by committees, and the trans- 
ference of them at times to the floor of the House, with the 
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{'xamination of witnesses at the bar, grpatly protracted the bUl"i- 
ness of Parliament, but were a relief to the reporters, as one 
member of the staff was quite able to follow the (luestions and 
answers: e\"ery question l,eing in writing, and the ans,yers being' 
taken down in writing hy )11'. Lind
ay, who was clerk of the 
House. 
The Legislati,"e Council was reported by)lr. Le f-;ueur, at that 
time Superinten,lent of the 
r oney Order l J ranch of the Fost 
()tHce Department, who was a good reporter in long-haml, allli a 
scholarly man, posse:..;sing an exceHent knowledge of French a:-. 
weB as English. 

lr. A. 
L Burgf'ss, of the Department of the Interior, Ottawa. 
was a shorthand writer on the GloúfJ at one time, and was after- 
ward an official l"l'porter of the Parliament debates. 
There was a g'(ìod deal of transcribing of speeches in the Lower 
I-rouse, as the f;Zobe re(luired many speedleR of great length in 
I./'fell."u, hut the accommodation in the shape of the retiring 
rooms for the reporters was simply wretched, anll this was con- 
stantly being encroached upon. The day and night work during 
the long sessions in Toronto of 1 H5x and ] H.:)!) was something 
awful, an 01(1 newspaper man writf's llle. 
The occupants of tIll' gallery since Confederation include 
nearly aU of the lea(ling newspaper lllen of Toronto, and indeed 
of the Dominion-such as \Yilliam Inglis (now assistant librarian 
of the I....pgislative lihrary), A. H. Dymon(l, principal of the Insti- 
tute for the Blind at Brantford,S. F.1Javin, .M, P., \\Tilliam Hous- 
ton, \Y. F. M('Lean, 
LP., H "T. Phipps, (". D. Barr, late of the 
LilHlsay Po."If, James Innes, 'LP., now of the (:uelph ..l[('J'('ury, 
.J. T. Hawkt'. of thp 
IOllctOll, X. B. l'ran.w-ripf, .J. H. 'lcCready, 
,'(litor of the Ht. .John Tele!J,'aplt, 
Iolynl'ux St. .101m. at present 
<:onIlected with the CawHlian Pacific Railway, C. \r. Bunting, 
Illanag-ing editor of thp Toronto ....1[(( il, as well as n llH\jol'ity of 
thp prespnt Hansarù 
tat[ It would he invi.lious as 'n>Il as dif- 
ticult to include all the H:tnw:..;. 
In many Hensps the reporters' ga.lll.ry has been a training 
...choul for the successful journalists of to-day. Certain it is that 
the pre
H galleries, with their long list of occupants .lm'iug till' 
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past sixty years, have played a not unimportant part in bringing 
about the reforms that emanated from the legi
lators below them. 
A great advance upon the old quarters in the Front-street 
building is seen in the new building, where a (leep gallery, run- 
ning across the southern encl of the chamber, has been set apart 
for the use of the press, in addition to two adjoining rooms. 
In concluding this brief chapter it may be well to insert the 
names of those who compose the staff first using the new gallery. 
Enlpire.-H. Burrows, "T. H. Dickson, P. F. Cronin and C. T. 
Long. 
Globe.--J. Kelso, George Simpson, J. E. Atkinson S. rr. \V ood. 
.ðfail.-Alex. Fraser, J. A. Currie, Alex. Smith, J. Jackson. 
lV orld.- 'Y. \Yilkinson. 
TelegrO/rn.-John Robin
on: Roden Kingsmill. 
.1Yew8.-A. 
I. Burns, Charles Ryan. 
Star.-Thomas Gregg, J. Hamilton. 
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Hon. G. A. Kirkpatrick, Lieutenant.Governor of Ontario, 1893. 
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CHAPTER VIII. 


THE LIEL'TEN AXT-GOYERNORS AND THEIR HO
[ES. 
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 HE 'lOgrap lles 0 t Ie seven men W 10 occuple tIe 
fi 
I '
 Lieutenant-Governorship from 1792 to lS41-Simcoe 


l
) Hunter, Gore, 
Iaitland, Colborne, Bond Head and 

j Arthur-when read together, give a key-note to the 
')ÕJØ ideas and policy of the English ({overnment reganling their 
P!)" North American colony, and emphasize a fact that perhaps 
needs no cmphasis, viz., that it is difficult for an executi\"e in an 
old land, with long-established customs and precedents, to legis- 
late intelligently for, or control in the wisest manner, an adjunct 
of the British Empire three thousand miles distant. The prac- 
tice of rewarding men who had acquired fame in connection with 
the army, hy appointing them to the Licutenant Governorship of 
{"'pper Canada dill not conduce to the best results for the new 
province. AB a rule, the soldier-go\-ernor was not only out of 
touch with the citizen-settler, but the attempt of the former to 
set up a sort of court dill much to create a gulf hetween the 
governors anù the govcrned. 
That there were cX"ceptions to this general statement is also 
true, especially in the case of ::::;imcol" who, whilt' IlP maintained 
a certain old-world dignity in connection with his high office, 
proved hilIl.;elf to be a wise statesm'tl1 awl a high-minded a,lmin- 
istrator, ever zealous for the inauguration of l}f>W conditions and 
the (le\"elopnwnt of the province. It is difficult to realize the 
amount of work he crowded into the siX" years he hell I office here. 
and the record uf his lahors in {T pper Cana(ln, as ahly ddailed 
Ly his hiographer. Mr. D. R. Read, confirlll:-' the encOlniulll of the 
latter that Simcoe ranke(l high as it citizcn, suldier and a,lllliu- 
istrator. 
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Passing over any further reference to the administrator
 
and presidents than is contained in preceding chapters, a few 
additional paragraphs may be given regarding the Lieutenant 
Goveniors and their official residences. The Lieutenant-Oo\'er- 
nor following Simcoe was Peter Hunter, who was in addition 
Commander-in-Chief for the province, and who peregrinated 
between York and Quebec, 'Vhile occupying Government Hou
e 
in York, he exercised an authority in contrast to that of Presi- 
dent Russell, inasmuch as the conduct of public affairs was much 
more satisfactory in the issuing of long-delayed patents, and in 
other ways. Governor Hunter's administration was highly 
successful, and his qualities of resoluteness and justice as marked 
as his unswerving integrity, and we can well believe the state- 
ment that " in the course of a few years he brought the infant 
colony to an unparalleled state of prosperity." 
Upon the death of Governor Hunter, Francis Gore was sent 
from England to succeed him, and during his long though inter- 
rupted term of office, he proved the un wisdom .of the home 
Government in its choice of a ruler. With him might was often 
right, and, with his official power, the former triumphed over the 
latter. During his first term of six years he came in sharp con- 
flict with many of the inhabitants, and, viewed in the light of 
history, acted an unwise part in his seeming persecution of those 
who opposed his opinions or his rule. The result was an anta- 
gonism between him and the public that largely militated 
against the good he might have done, and that did much to 
inaugurate the schism between the public and U the family com- 
pact," that afterward developed into an incipient revolution. 
Gore is described as the type of a country squire of a former 
day, looking good-humored, and shrewd, I:;tunly and I:;elf-willed, 
and fond of good cheer. His self-will rather than his good 
humor was illustrated on the occasion when he carried out his 
threat to " dismis:::! the rascals," the rascals being no less than the 
melllbers of the legif-:lature who had dared to vote adversely to 
his opinions. An entry in the .Journah; reacls: "On Monday, 
7th April, at eleven o'clock a.m., before the minutes of the former 
day were read and without any previou
 notice, the Commons, to 
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the great surprise of all the members, were summoned to the bar 
of the Legislative Council, when His Excellency put an end to 
the Se
Aion," upon the ground that their longer absence frum 
their respecti\-e avocations would be too great a sacrifice! The 
Squire-like Go\-ernor left York on leave uf absence in 1811, 
returning in 1815 and remaining until 1
18, when he returned 
again to England. 
In 1818, 
ir Peregrine Maitland arrived on the scene and held 
office for a period of ten years, during which time the Family 
Compact flourished, and the struggle for responsible Government 
was carried on between the Governor and his executive on Olle 
hand, amI the "f
thers of reform" on the other. 
Iaitland was, 
first of all, the military officer, a descendent of a noble family, 
with inherited military instincts. Dr. Scadding thus descriLe::, 
him from memory.: "Here (in St. James' Church) with great 
regularity was to be seen passing to and from the place of honor 
a
signed him, Sir Peregrine Maitland, a tall, grave officer, always 
in military undress, his countenance e\Ter wearing a mingled 
expression of sadness awl hent.'yolence, like that which one may 
obsenTe on the face of Charles the Tenth, whose portrait recalls 
the whole head and figure of this early Governor of Upper 
Canada. " 
Like 
ir Franci1:i Bond Head a few 
'ears later, Sir Peregrine 
fOUJl(1 a troublesome and eyer-annoying opponent in \Yillialll 
Lyon 
Iackenzie, who attacked the Governor in the columns of 
the ColoH ial A(l1,:ocnll'. 
ir Peregrine, as one Illeans of revenge, 
onlered the fouwlation stone of Brock's monumcnt to be opened, 
and the olmoxious sheet removed and destroyed. In his llumer- 
ous conflicts with his opponents, the UOVBrnor woultl no douht 
justify himself in the arbitrary cuur:se he frc(luently took, and 
the \Tigoruus, if 1.11lusual, methods he a(loptcd. HiH guvernment 
of the proyince called (lown upon him the strictures of the 
oppollents of the Family Compact, while historians, such as Dcnt, 
sum up his work as "ten ycars of misrule." He was prohahly 
ill-fitted, either hy training or tClllpermnent, to H,(lapt himsclf tò 
tilt' cOlHlitions and l1eces
ities of a new co]uny, and his transfcr tu 
XO\"a :-;cotia was a wi
e mO\"c un thc part or the Home Govern- 
ment. 
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Sir John Colùorne followed Sir Peregrine Maitland, and reign- 
ed for six years as the head of the proyince and the master of 
Elmsley House. Sir John was the counterpart of the Duke of 
\Vellington in appearance, except that the former was the taller, 
being six feet one in height,-a fine ph
rsical specimen of a man. 
One slight defect was noticeable in his otherwise symmetrical 
features, occasioned by an injury to one of his e
res, recei\.ed in 
battle. He was in every sense a soldier, in training, bearing and 
aptitude, heing one of the most noted generals of the Peninsular 
\Var, while some historians attribute the winning of 'Yaterloo to 
Sir John and his Fifty-Second Regiment. To be the general of 
"the greatest regiment known in arms since arms werc first 
borne by men n was to him no doubt the fulfilment of a high am- 
bition. He was, too, a man of scholarl.}' tastes, a great stwient of 
history, and an apt linguist. Mrs. Jamieson has written of him 
that his mind appeared to het to be cast in an antique mold of 
chivalrous honor, and that he was a man whom she always heard 
mentioned with great respect and \.eneration. Like his predeces- 
sor, he occupic(l the Governor's pew in St. James' church-a cano- 
pied section, over which was suspended a tablet bearing the royal 
arms, He always exhibited great simplicity of character, and a 
dislike to ostentation. In every respect he made a model and 
able Oo\.ernor, his administration of affairs in Upper Canada add- 
ing not a little to the hig-h reputation he hacl won for himself. 
ProLably no occupant of Government House had so many 
prohlems to face, or so many difficultics to meet, as HiI' Francis 
Bond Head, who reached Toronto on the' 22rd of January, 1 S36, 
and who remained until 1838. From first to last his chief lJeYe 
Iloir was 'Vil]iam L
Yon 
[ackenzie, regarding whom he USes the 
strongest terms thE:' English language affords. "He is, without 
exception, the most notorious liar in all our country," the ( jov- 
crnor writel-, in hi8 Karrative. "He lies out of every pore in his 
skin. \Vhether he be slpcping or waking, on foot or on horseback, 
talking with his npighbors or writing for a newspaper, a multi- 
tudinous swarm of lies, Ylsihle, palpable and tangible, are buzzing 
ana settling a1Jout him like flies around a horse in August:' 
Similar expn.ssiom; of contempt lJY the score figure in thc 00\'- 
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('rnor's pages, from" that insignificant pedlar-Iaù" to "this low- 
bred, vulgar man." IIp calls. him in aùdition "an unprincipled 
vagrant, a grievance-monger, a Lroken-down pedlar, an arch-agi- 
tator," and in Mackenzie's grienl,nce report of 553 pages, there 
existed, in the express
d opinion of the knight of Government 
House, more than three times as many gross falsehoods as pages 
 
The Karrative (of nearly .300 pages) is intended by Sir Francis as 
a vindication of the course he pursued during the trouhlous times 
of 1 
36-b: or, in his won.ls, "the most \'iolent, and certainly the 
most evpntful, lHoral struggle that has e\"er taken place in oUl
 
Xorth Å.merican colonies." By June of 183û he had tendered his 
resignation to Lorel Glenelg, though the change in the complexion 
of parties, resulting from the election of lK3ß, when the" consti- 
tutionists" were forty-five in number, and the "republicans" 
seventeen, rai::;ed his spirits anel his hopes of a speedy settlement 
of the difficulties that surroundecl him. But the threatened 
troulJles callle to a heael in the following year, reference to which 
has already IJeen nlU.de in Chapter '"I. 
Sir Francis was known to be the Lest horseman in Eng:land, 
and it is not to be wOllelered at, therefore, that he tra\'ersed tl:e 
greater part of the province on horsel,ack, and when in Toronto 
took for a daily constitutional a canter or trot around the HUlH- 
Ler Plains, as the routp was callecl, that is, cro
:-.ing the Humber 
near the lak,,, ancI returning 1'i(/ Lambton 
lills, a IIi stance of ten 
or twph-e miles" It also follows that his stahles contained the 
hest animals that could he ol,tainecl. 
Sir Franci!<; was a distinguiHhed engineer as well. He was. in 
fact, first hrought to puhlic notice by l,lowing up a lot of hou
es 
in EdinlJurgh to pre\-ent the sprpaeling uf a fire, it tIeing thp 
first time such a feat of engiw-'ering, if it 1I11lY he' so termcd, was 
attemptpe1. He aftl'r\\"ar<1!<; [HIdeeI to his fame by cro
sing tilt> 
.Andes in the intcrests of Eng-lish sharcholders in South 4\lllericfiu 
111111('8. 
The arri\"al of a ncwly-appointeel Lil.'utellant-(jo\"crnor was 
always the occasion fur a f,'licitous a(ldre::'
, and Hir Francis was 
no exc('ption to th(' rule. In tlte CI Emigrant" he gÎ\ocs an inter- 
esting account of a. pn..'sl'ntation or an address to him i,y tht' 
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House of Assembly in the oM Chamber: "Within a week after 
lIlY arrival at Toronto," he writes, "I had to receive an address 
frol11 the Speaker and Commons' House of Assembly; and on en- 
(luiring in wç.at manner I was to perform the part in the cere- 
mony allotted to me, I was informed that I wa
 to sit very still 
on a large scarlet chair, with my hat on. The first half was evi- 
dently an easy job; hut the latter was really revolting to my 
haùits and feelings, and as I thought I ought to try and govern 
by my head and not by my hat, I felt convinced that the former 
woul(l risk nothing by being for a few minutes divorced from the 
latter, anll accordingly I determined with white gloves to hold the 
thing in my hands. I happened to mention my intention to an 
Upper Canadian, and never shall I forget the look of silent scorn 
with which he listened to lIIe. I really quite quailed beneath the re- 
proof, which, without the utterance of a word, and after scanning 
me from head to foot, his miM, intelligent, faithful countenance 
read to me, and which but too clearly expressed-' 'Vhat! to 
purchase five minutes' loathsome popularity, will you barter one 
of the few remaining prerogatives of the British Crown? Will 
you, for the vain hope of conciliating insatiable democracy, mean- 
ly Hell to it one of the distinctions of your statIOn? .Miserable 
man: beware, before it is too late, of surrendering piecemeal that 
which it is your duty to maintain, and for which, after all, you 
will 
nly receive in exchange contumely and contempt.' I re- 
mained for a few second::; as mute as my Canadian mentor, and 
then
 without taking any notice of the look with which he had 
been chastising me, I spoke to him on SOlIle other subjects, but I 
<.lid not forget the picture I had secn, and accordingly my hat 
was tight pnough on my head when t.he Speaker bowed to it, and 
I shall ever feel imlehted to that man for the sound political les- 
son he taught me." 
Sir Francis' term of office came to an eml, as has been said, 
in l

t:i, when his resignation was accepted, after Lord Durham 
had made his report, in which the UO\Te1'lIOr was more or less re- 
flectetl upon. The latter took occalSion in his works to defend 
himself, and, in turn, to animadvcrt upon Lord Durham's meth- 
ods of examining into the state of the country, and of the con- 
cl Hsions he arrived at. 
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His Excellency's successor was Sir Geurge Arthur, whu wa
 
the last Lieutenant-Governor to occupy Government Hou:-;e te- 
fore the enion Act of ] 
4] came into force. 1'he new Governor 
had the fate of the convictc(l insurgents largely in his hanù::-;, and 
his pre\'ious experience of gO\-erning in British HOIHluras and 
Van Dieman's Lanù hall not tended to fill him with overmuch 
charity towards transgres:.,ors of the law, though in his first public 
al1drebs he said that magnanimity rather than harshness and 
severity would l)e his policy. Despite this, the law was allowed 
to take its courbe, and Lount and )latthews were executed, while 
others were sentenced to imprisonment or transportation. 
\\ïth the union of the two provinces Sir George Arthur's 
duties came to an end, and for nine years, and until Lord Elgin 
came as Governor-General of the united provinces, Go\Oernment 
House had no official occupant
. Sir Edmund Head followed 
Elgin as C:overnor-Ueneral in 1
;)5-59. \Yhen Confederation 
was accomplished, the present Government House was erected 
upon the site of Ellllsley House, with .Major-f1eneral Sti
ted as 
the tirst occupant, in lR67, followed by Sir \V. P. Howland in 
lRG:-" Hon. John Crawford in lK73, HOll. D. A. 
lacdonal(1 in 
1
77, HOIl. John Be\"erley Rollinson in l
Rl, Sir Alexundf'r 
Campl,ell in 1888, awl Hon. George A. Kirkpatrick in 1892. 
The homes of the Lieutenant-Governors, presi,lents and H.(l- 
ministrators appointed to rule over the destinies of Ontario (lur- 
ing the centm'y are worthy of a refl'l"l'nce. Xa\"y Hall, at K('w- 
ark, has the honor of heing the first Upper Canadian official resi- 
dence, where SÜncuf' resided. The first GU\"erlllllent House in 
York was the canvas tent erected hy Governor Simcoe wllPn 11<' 
first \.i
itefl York, awl which he occupied temporarily until his 
resiùcm.:e wa.. built on the banks of the Don, known as Castle 
Frank. A1lIong" the first p..ermê.Lllent Imildings cOIlRtructe(1 was 
a (;oycrnmcnt House in clo
e proximity to the powder magazine> 
awl Fr(.nch fort at the western end of the embryo town, while 
the parliament buildings :-;tootl at the extreme eastern ew1. The 
Guvernor's residence met a similar fate tü the lq
islati\.e hall::; 
when the .Americans invad..d the town-not Ly fire only, how 
e\"er, hut the explosion of the powder magazine etiectuaJly shat- 
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tered and riddled Gov-ernment House and its surrounding one- 
story structures, hut its inmateR having escape(l in good time no 
10sR of life occurred, such as happened at the powder magazine. 
Following Simcoe, Russell, Hunter, Grant and Brock presided 
in this pioneer Government House, until its fall as above described. 
Afterward, the frame resiLIence of Chief Justice Ehusley, situ- 
ated at the south-west corner of King and Simcoe-streets, and 
known as Elmsley House, was purchased ancl converted into a 
(
overnment House. Between 18]3 and the union of ]
..n this 
l,uilùing was used as an official residence by five Lieutenant- 
Governors, Sir Francis Gore, Sir Peregrine \laitland, Sir John 
Colborne, Sir Francis Bond Head and Sir George Arthur. It 
was last used by Sir Edmund Head in 1854, when the peregrin- 
ating parliament met in the Front-street buildings. Before its 
destruction by fire, Elmsley House waR hricked in, iLnd thus 
greatly improved in appearance. 
Another official residence for a time was Elmsley Yilla, which 
stood near where the Central Presùyterian church now stands, on 
Gloucester-street. Lord Elgin occupied it in 1
44-.
, upon his ar- 
rival in Toronto after the lmrning of the parliament buildings in 

lontreal, which neeessitated the meeting of the parliament in 
Toronto. Ehu1:)ley Yil1a was built by Captain ::\Iacaulay, and 
after Lord Elgin left Toronto it was used 1y Knox College. 
Beverley House is associated with the name of Paulett 
ThOI111:)on, afterward Lord Sydenham, who waR gi,-en the title of 
Baron Sydenham, of Syclenham, in Kent and Toronto, in Canada, 
and who resided in it in 1839-40. This residence still stands on 
the north-east corner of John and Richmoncl-streets. One cm'e- 
ful historian has recorded the fact that the Governor-General 
l,rought about the union of 1840 because he had lluilt a huge 
kitchen at the rear of the residence and desired to remain in 
Toronto to enjoy it. He died in 1b41, at the early age of 42, 
from the injuries received by falling from a horse just on the eve 
of his intended return to England. Beverley House was e,-idently 
a. social centre during Lord Hyùenham's régime, with his three 
company dinners a week and a weekly receptiun. 
The Government Hom;e of to-(lay was built in 1867, on the 
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completion of Confeùeration, by the Sanùfielù 
lacdonald Go\"ern- 
ment. at a cost af 
lOO,OOO, the Hon. John Carling being the 
COll1mi
sioner of Public \,"ork::), and the late John Elliott, of 
Brantford, the contractor. 
The memories of many interesting incidents cluster around 
the::)e vice-regal mansions, especially in connection with the social 
and military life of those early days when, as now, the hospitalit
. 
was unlJoulldeù, anù the scenes of gaiety are still held in special 
remembrance by those who live to tell of them. '['hey were often, 
too, the meeting place of the Executive Council and, on rare oc- 
casions, of the Legislative Council, when the troubles of v
:n 
were de\'eloping, amI secret and emergency meetings of both the 
Executive awl the Council were held to consider the unwonted 
Hituation. 

[ilitary scenes also played a prominent l)art within the walls, 
hot only when military balls were giveu, hut on occasions :;uch 
as when Sir Peregrine 
[aitland presented a stand of colors to 
the 'Yest York ,Militia on the anniversary of St. George, amid a 
ro
Yal salute and the cheers of the onlookers, or Sir Francis Bond 
Head ha(l a flag-raising I-ioon after his arrival. 
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LIST OF THE GOYERXORS-GEKERAL OF 'CAXAD..\. 


YR. I FRBNCH. I TITLE. YR. I BRITISII. 'IITLE. 
,- ----1--- --------- 
15iO I Ja.cques Cartier,...... 'IC!Lptain General... U8i H. Hamilton,....... , Lt. GO\'. a
d C<?m- 
1598 MarQuis de la R h { ,LIeut. Gen, and \ lce- _ t mander,m,(hlef. 
I oc e,. I roy of New Frallce. 178) H. HOp2............ " 
159) { Sieur Cham.in....... " " 
Captain Pont
rave... .. .. ii93 i.'drd Ö


h

t

::::: I 'G
\:



; 'G
;;
;
l: .. 
1608 Captain S. de Champlain II and Commandant 1796 Genernl Pre!!cott.... 
1636 Sieur }Iontmagny..,... GGvernor &, Lt. Gen. 1799 Sir R. S. Milnes..,... Lif:utenant GO\'. 
16&71 .. Dailebout.. ........ .. 1807 Sir J. Craig......... , I Governor General. 
1650 1 ." De Lauzon........ 1811 Hon. T, Dunn....... President. 
1667 Vlsct d'Arg-ensO!1...... Governor. 1811 Sir G. Pre\"vst...,... GO\ernor General. 
16J1rSieurd.Avaugour........ 1816 iirJ. C. Sherbrooke. .. 
1663, .. de Mezy.......... Governor&Lt, GeTl. 1818 Duke of Richmond.. 
1663 Marquis de Tracy. . . . .. Lieutenant General. 18H Hon. James Monk... President. 
1664 Sieur de CourceIles,... Governor &, Lt. Gen. 1 1820 Earl of Dalhousie..., Governor General. 
1 672 1 J Co lnt de Frontena.('.." I' 11824 iir F. M. Burton.... Lieutenant Gov. 
( Sieur de la Salle.. . . . .1" .. 1825 I!:arl of Dalhousie.... I GO\-ernor Ger:eral. 
11'182 Sieur de la Barre.,. ....1.. "1828 Sir James Kempt.... " 
1684,Marquis Denonville... .1" .. 1830 Lord Aylmer, , . . .. . . 1 .. 
1689 Count de Frontenac... . , " .. 1835 Earl of Gosford..,.. .. 
1699'Che\". de Callieres...... 1838 Sir John Colborne ... 'Administrator. 
1703 Muq. de Vaudreuil,... 1838 Earl of Durbam.....!GvGen,&Ld.H.Com. 
1720 1 II de Beauharnois.... .. 1838 Sir Jo
n Colborne., , I Administrator. 
1746 1 .. de la Jonquiere ,. , .. .. .1839 Lord Sydenham..... Go\'ernor General. 
1747 l C\)untde la GaUs90niere Lieutenant General. 1812 Sir Charles Bagot.... .. 
lï5
 }Iarq. du Quesne. ..... G )vernor & Lt. Gen. 1843 Sir Charle!! Metcalfe. .. 
1755 1 .. de Vaudreuil...... .. 1815 L')rd Cathc:;art,...... Ad. & Co:n -in-Chief 
BRITISH. 1817 Earl of Elgm......, Governor General. 
1765:James Murray. ...... .. Governor. 18H Sir Edmund Head... .. 
1766 P. M. Irvine.. . . .. .. .... President. 1861 Lord Monck...,..... 
1766 1 G C I to { Lt. Gov. ami Com, 1868 Lord Lisgar., , .. . .... 
I uy ar en.... .. .... mander,in,Chief 1 11872 Lord Dufferin,...... 
1770 H. J, Cramahe,., _..... President. 18781Marquis of Lorne,... 
177 ' G C I t { Lt. Go\". and Com, 188j L'}rd L-msdowne.... 
S I uy ar e on........ .. mander-in-Chief. L890 j Lord Stanle}-.... . .. , 
1778,F. Haldim1.nd......,... .. I 


rpPER CANADA-FROM THE DIVISION IN 1791 TO THE CN10N IY 18U. 



!_

__
- TIfLE' _II YR' I _
I
_,I_
- 
1792 CoI.John Gra\-cs S:mcoe Lieutenant GO'". IS13,Sir Gordon Drummond. . I Lieutenant GO\. 
1795 HOD. Peter KU!!seIl..... President. 1815 Sir George Murray...... II .. 
1799 Lt. Gen. Peter Hunter.. Lieutenant Gov. 11815 Sir F. Philipse Robinson. II II 
1799 Chief Justice Elmsley..1 Administutor. I:U5ISir Francis Gorl'. ... . .... LIeutenant GO\'. 
1805 Hon. Alexander Gra
t.. President. 1 1818 Hon, Samuel Smith...... 'Administrator. 
1806 Francis Gore......... . I Lieutenant Gov. 1818 Sir Peregring Maitland... L'eutenant GO\'. 
1811 1 Sir Isuc Brock ........ . 1 President. 1828 '!Ír John Colborne .. '.,. .. 
IS12 Sir R. Hale Sheaffe.:.... 1936 Sir Francis Bond Head, . 1 .. 
1S13 MGu.,r.B.deRottenbur g l " 11
:iISirGeOrge Arthur....... .. 


ONTARIO-FROM CON}'EDERATION IN 1867 TO DATE. 



I__

_'_
_I I ,
I---

-- -
- 
186ï I 1Iajor,UeneraISti.ted.. Lieuten:mt GO". ! IS<31 I HOT), J_ B. Roò:n!!on..... Veutenant Gov. 
1868'Sir W. P. HO\\la'1d..... 1 .. 18S8 1 Sir Ale"afJdcr CampùelL_. .. 
1873' Hon. John CC.lwfom.., .. lS92 l Hon. G. A. KirkpJ.tri('k .. 
1 877:Hon. D. A. Macdonald.. .1 I _:;: = 
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CHAPTER IX. 


THE H PRIYILEGES" OF TRE RoeSE. 



' ,$ ""'7v' 


- lf1!
 VEl{ since the day the first parliamcnt was evokell 


 

!j!r from the rUlle conditions of feudalism, the lllember
 

 thercof IU1\-e observed a stern jealousy of their 



.. H privileges," as they ha\-e becn termcd-a jealousy 
:fijl 
 so stern and implacahle, in fact, as to cam
e many an 

...
 offelllling C01l111l0lH.'r and citizen to lament his attempt to 
infringe upon them or to dispute their right of existence. 
Thp parliamentarians of our own rpper Cana(lian LegisI..tturf> 
were no less watchful of these 
acred am 1 vested rights. Before 
the secollll session of the first Parliament had been prorogued in 
179
, :-;heriff 
hephan, of the Xiagara District, was made a suh- 
ject of censure hy the House for having 
en.ed a writ of ('upÚu
 
upon a IllplIll,er H contrary to his pri\-ilege," and the otilmdin
 
officer was only excused frOlIl lun"ing to appear at the liar of the 
House, to be further dealt with, from a conviction that want of 
reflection, and not conb.'lllpt, had made him guilty of such a 
marke(l infringement upon the aforesaid" privileg'l's." 
Thp 
heriff of the Hon1P District and his deputy hall a nar- 
row eRCape frmll p('rpetrating a similar error in 1 K12, when, at 
the instance of \Yillimn 'Yan'en Baldwin, a harri
tl'r, they were 
asked to sprve a writ of ('(lpias on Alpxandl'r 
Ic])ollell, the 
member for (Hengarry, awl also the Speaker. Thereupon all con- 
nected with tlw H outrage" were slunmoned bcforC' Parliament. 
Baldwin audaciously insisted that a memher of the Ifouse was 
not entitle(l to the pri\.ilegl' of non-mTC'st, as it was a Hou
e of 
Assemhly only, awl not a Hom.;p of Parlialllent. John Small, 
Clerk of the Çrown, who admini1'lterell the oath (taken hy a M r
. 
.Tol"(lan), plea(le(l ignorance of his CITOJ' awl prayC'(1 for pardon. 
k7 
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lmt rlismissal was the penalty meted out to him. Baldwin, it 
seems, came under the direct control of the Legislative Council 
as )Iaster in Chancery, and forfeiture of his office was his share 
of the penalties, but after a few days Baldwin was restored to 
office at the request of the Assembly, the members feeling, no 
doubt, that he had had a salutary lesson. 
If the members of the two Houses held strong opinions regard- 
ing their prh
ileges, the Governors of the province were no les
 
emphatic as to their exclusive rights. Simcoe, for instance, wa
 
in a constant state of conflict with Lord Dorchester, who wa
 
stationed at Quebec as the Commanrler of the X orth American 
forces. They not only differed as to the best means 9f serving 
the public interests, but Simcoe petulantly declared that "he 
understood neither His Lordship's military or civil \'iews in re- 
spect to Upper Canada," and asked the Home Government to 
give him leave to act direct and independent of the Conunander- 
in-Chief; but this request was refused, while many of Simcoe's 
ambitious and progressi\'e schemes for the hetterment of the 
prm-ince were either ignored or decided against. "Triting direct 
to Dorchester, the incensed Governor of Xavy Hall tells him 
that had he, Simcoe, known that all his views as to the public 

ervice were held to be erroneous and to be checked, he could not 
have held office: and these differences of opinion only ende(l 
when Simcoe left Upper Canada for another sphere of laLor. 
The House of l
Oû hatl a complaint that the first and most 
constitutional privilege of the Commons had been violated in the 
application of moneys out of the Provincial Treasury to various 
purposes without the assent of Parliament, or a vote of the Com- 
mons House of Assembly. The latter memorialized the Lieutenant- 
Go\-ernor as follows: "To comment on this departure from con- 
stituted authority and fiscal e
tablishment must be more thall 
painful to all who appreciate the advantages of our happy Con- 
stitution, and who wish their continuance to the latest posterity; 
but however studious we may be to abstain from stricture we 
cannot suppress the mixed emotionb of relati ve condition; we fee] 
it as the representatives of a free people, we lament it as the 
sul:Óects of a beneficent Sovereign, and we hope that you, in your 
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relation to both, will more than sympathize in so extraordinary 
an occurrence. \Ve heg leave to anne
 hereto a schedule of the 
moneys so misapplied, amounting to six hundred and thirteen 
pounds, thirteen shillings and seven pence, and trust thRt yon 
will not only or(ler that F:um to be replaced in the Provincial 
Treasury, but will also direct that no moneys be issued thereout 
in future without the assent of Parliament, or a yote of the 
Commons House of Assem hly." 
The absence of members without sufficient reason from their 
parliamentary duties was looked upon by those in atten(Iancc 
with a (lisapprohation as marked aH that manifested when a 
flagrant breach of pri\'ilege occurred or was suspected. 
Ior(, 
than half of the members of the first parliament of 17D2 faile<..l 
tt) respond to the SUlllmonH to appear in Kcwark on the 17th of 
Septemhf'l" of that year, but no special notice was taken of absen- 
t'
eH until the next session, wlH'n Christophpr Rollinson, Timothy 
rholl1p
on. Richard \rilkinson, John 
lcDonell, Thomas Smith, 
Thomas ,jIcKee anll 
[r. Hardison wer
 severally namell three 
til1leo.; in succe:::'8ion without any of them appearing. The time 
hall come to Ileal with a matter so serious. Robinson, Harllison 
allll !'It c Donell were, upon motion, excuse<..l on the ground of ilJ 
IH.'SS, but as to the others, the House went into committee of the 
whole to a,lnpt proper measures for compelling their attendance. 
For litany 
es.")ions thereafter the House felt itself called. upon 
to Ileal with n'presentatives who dill not attend to their pul)lic 
duties, and investigations into the cam
e of non-appearancc were 
frefluently held. A new method of I)ringing the ofltmd.ers to time 
was allonted in l
lO, when the ahsentecs were to be com
iLlered 
ao.; hcing in thè custolly of the Rergl'ant-at-Arms, and were not 
to hc 11ischargpLl until they should pay the customary fees er--tab- 
li:-;hell in the Parlialll<..'llt of the' Gnited Kingllom ill like casps, UH- 
less tlwy coulll 
how to the satisfaction of the Hour,e t-;urlìci('nt 
caURe for their ah
ence. Thi
 cure proveJ to he inetfcctive, and 
at last the exasperated House or<..Ìered Illedical attell(hllts to ex- 
amine B(,JlI
jnh Mallory. Philip SoyprC'ign, Joseph \rillcocko.;, John 
}{nhlin, awl .Tohll awl James \Vilson, and report the state of thpir 
h<..'alth to the Bar of the House. Doctor::; Uichard:-;on awl Lee 
F 
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were assigned to this task, and reported that while one was really 
indisposed and unable to attend, the rest woule} be sufficiently re- 
covered to be present the following day, the inference being that 
the latter had been feigning illness. 
Another breach of privilege was that of which Robert Nichol 
was guilty in 1812. Nichol, as a road commissioner, fell foul of 
the House in the criticisms passed by the latter upon his work, 
and the expenditure of public moneys entrusted to him. K ot only 
did he use words disrespectful to the House, but he was also ad- 
judged guilty of " making a false, maliciou::;, and scandalous re- 
presentation to the person administering the Government, rela- 
tive to the proceedings of the House." Added to all this was the 
further denial of the right of the AssemLly to commit an offender 
for an alleged breach of privilege. But committed he was for his 
"high contempt," and out of that action arose another insult to 
the House on the part of the Hon. Thomas 
cott, Chief Justice, 
who liberated Nichol after the House had committed him and 
sent the Sergeant-at-Arms to Long Point, at a cost of .f35, to 
arrest Nichol. So strong was the feeling aroused that the House 
petitioned the Prince Regent in reference to the action of the 
Chief Justice. 
It was about this same time that the Commons petitioned 
Governor Gor\3 in reference to another insult offered not only 
to them, but to the whole country, by one John Mills Jackson, 
who appears to have been a disturbing pamphleteer. Their peti- 
tion read as follows :- 
To His Excellency, Francis Gore, Esq., Lieutenant-Governor of 
the Province of Upper Canada. May it please Your Excel- ' 
leney, 
'Ve, His .Majesty's dutiful and loyal subjects, the Commons of 
Upper Canada, in Parliament assembled, beg leave to assure Your 
Excellency of our approùation of Your Excellency's administra- 
tion of the goverm1)ent of this province, which, since your arrival 
among us, has increased in wealth, prosperity and commerce far 
exceeùing our most sanguine expectations, aided by your wise 
and liberal exertions to promote the same. 'Ve should not in- 
trude upon Your Excellency at this time to express the general 
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Rentiment of the people of this province, did not we feel ourselyes 
called upon and impelled ùy. a sense of that duty which we owe 
to our constituents, His 
rajesty's loyal subjects of this province, 
to you, sir, as administering the Government thereof, and to that 
august Sovereign whom we regard as the father of his people, 
only to express our abhorrence and indignation at a pamphlet 
now he fore us, addresscd to thc King, Lords and Commons of the 
Cnited King(lom of Great Britain and Ireland, containing in al- 
1110St every pnge the most gross and false aspe
'sions on Your Ex- 
cellency and. His 
rajesty's Executive Government, the House of 
A!-,:-,enlhly, and the loyal inhabitants of this province, under the 
signature of John 
Iills Jackson, tend.ing to misrepresent a brave 
awl luyal portion of His )Iajesty's subjects. 
The Comnlons of 1) plJer Canada, as the organ of the pe )ple, 
consider the author awl puùlisher of such false and libellous pam- 
phlets as a character ewleavoring to alienate the minds of the 
unwary from His 
lajesty's Coycrnment, and. to diminish the par- 
ental affection of His )lajesty to his liege subjects in this pro- 
vince, which with gratitude we proudly ackliowledgc to ha,.e ex- 
l'erience(1 an ample awl abulldp.nt share of. 
In a(ldressing Your Excellency we feel a satisfaction in repeat- 
ing our approllH.tion of Your Excellency's a(lministr<.ttion of 
this Government, without entering into the details, which would 
exceed the boun(ls of an address. 
(Signed) S.nIFEL 
TlmEr, 
Speal.:e1', 
.Ta('kson was thercupon ordcred, like all preyious offenders, to 
the Bar, to answer to the charge lai(l against him. 
The Toronto puhlic lihrary recently secured copics of all of 
.Jackson's pamphlcts, with, strangc to 
ay, Shelley'snutograph on 
th(' front page of each. 
In lSHi the Spe.tkt'r of the House was the recipient of a spccial 
atl,lress froll1 the memhers on the ground that he hatl entertainetl 
a high and just sCl1se of the firm and. dignified cowluct required 
of a Hpeaker, inasmuch as tJu.y ha,l hwl un!1rt'c('tlentcd difficulty 
in 11laintaining- t1lPir J-ig-hts allll privileges. Even a Rpeakcr who 
\\ as master of con(luct so " nnll and dignine(l" could not apl'ar- 
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ently prevent trouble, for a motion was carried in the following 
session demanding from the Lieutenant-Governor the rights and 
privileges of the House, as amply as they were enjoyed by the 
House of Commons in Great Britain. 
The session of un 7 was an unusually protractc,l one, owing 
to the lengthy discussions of a case of breach of privilege, as well 
as two contested election trials. During the previous Parliament 
the district of Gore had been erected, with two electoral divisions, 
the counties of 'Yentworth and Halton, but in the bill no provis- 
ion had been made for their representation. This oversight had 
to be amended after the Huuse met, subsequent to the general 
election, and the session was twenty days old before the l1WJl1 bel's 
elected for 'Yentworth and Halton were able to take their seats. 

Ioses Gamble's election for Halton was protested on the groundb 
of his being an nlien, Henry John Boulton, the defeated candidate, 
being the petitioner, and Gamble, after a hot fight, was unseated. 
The case of James Durand, member elect for 'Yentworth, was 
much worse than Gamble's. He had been a member frum the 
Niagara District in the former Parliament, and in his address 
"to the independent electors of the county of 'Yentworth:' 
printed in the St. David's SZJectatm', he made reference which 
was charged to be "a Breach of Privilege, in that it retiected 
grossly on the conduct of the late House of ARsembly, and upon 
persons who were members uf the present House." A motion to 
enquire into the matter was made immediately upon Durand's 
introduction to the Assembly, and the case took up the major 
portion of the session. In the address Durand had given a résumé 
of the grievances of the people under martial law, which was, he 
claimed, unlawfully declared by 1\lajor-General de Rottenburg in 
UH3, from the suspension uf the Habeas Corpus Act, and the op- 
pression of the military, His denunciations of both measures 
and men throughout the addreHss were scathing, and his disap- 
probation of his opponents stood out in marked contrast to his 
approval of himself. He finished his long arraignment by setting- 
forth his own fitness as a representative in a style so remarkablp., 
that though lengthy, it is worthy of being quoted as showing tho 
nature of the campaign literature of that early day: 
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u'Vhen your rights and liberties were in danger I never hid 
my head; and as to the votes of money last year, had I opposed 
them I should only have been a scapegoat in the How
e. The- 
mysteries of courts, and the various intrigues employed to gain 
favorite points are numerous. I t would be novel and useless to 
develop them all. It is enough for you to keep a good watch- 
<<log to guard your flocks from the hungry wolves. This I know, 
that the linc of duty to you, which I have uniformly pursued, 
has oLliged me to drop off exchanges of civility with many who I 
can in no other way have offended than in differing with them on 
the score of politics. I have Lccn settled in this province upward 
of fourteen years, without, I trust, anyone to impeach my char- 
acter with spot or blemish. )Iy aLilities are not of the most in- 
ferior cla.,-;s: you have secn mp in various pullic points of view, 
at the head of a flank company of l'rave, gallant militiamen, 
whose sen-ices at the commencement of the war calletl forth pub- 
lic thanks in general orders after the battle of Queenston, and 
whom I hope I ne,-er disgracefl. I was out on duty the very 
last time the enemy showed themselves, under :McArthur. You 
have spen I11C as Presi(Ient of Courts Martial, where I always 
tempore(l justice with lenity. Yon have seen me aH Commis- 
sione-r of l1oa(ls. If in any of these situations I have evinced 
anything unfriendly to the yeomanry of the country, you will 
know it. But no, fellow-sul
ects, 'twas impossiLle. 'Yhilst I 
esteelll you so much, I never coulcl bc false to you. I shall con- 
clude with the assurance that I am still the object of your 
choice. 
fy unremitte(l cndeavors shall be used for your in- 
terest and welfare. I shall stawl firm in support of your 
ri
hts and lihertics, awl in so doing, I conceive I give the hest 
proof of my inviolable attaclullcnt to our gloriouFI Constitution. 
The happiness of the people iH the strength of the state, and their 
happiness consists in the ahsence of taxation, silllplicity of lllan- 
lH'r
, amI proper reHppct [01' religion, morality, and the laws 
of their country. Once lIlure, thcn, my friewls, [ invite you to 
favor me with the honor of your sufrm
t's; alll111Y a long, strong. 
hola pull at one time cunvinf'e the toob of corruption that the 
path t1 the people's patronage is honest inJc},en(lent conduct." 
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The Committee of Privilege in Durand's case met and rose 
again and again, and at length the Hou
e received the report 
and passed the following resolution: "Resolved, that James 
Durand, a member of this House, is the author of an address 
published in the St. Catharines Spectator, of Feb. 14, and which 
was a false, scandalous and malicious libel." Being adjudged 
guilty, he was on motion sentenced to be committed to the com- 
mon gaol of the HOlne District during the session, a motion that 
he be called to the Bar of the House to make an apology, being 
defeated by a vote of 12 to 9. FJ.'he Speaker issued his warrant, 
but when it came to be served, James Durand was not to be 
found. The day following the issuing of the warrant for his 
committal, a petition from Richard Beasley and other freeholders 
of the county of \Yentworth was read in the House, setting forth 
that the name of James Durand did not appear on any assessment 
roll of the province, and that he was therefore ineligible to be 
their representative. This caused further enquiry, which was, 
however, ended hy the expulsion from the House of the offending 
fugitive, for" high contempt of the authority of the House, and 
of a flagrant breach of its privileges." 
K otwithstanding all this, and an indictment for perjury again
t 
him by the Grand Jury, Durand was re-elected in 1H1
, and took 
a very active part in the sessions of that Parliament. 
Though so zealous of their privileges, the House sometimes 
showed great magnanimity when nothing was at stake, and did 
not stand out for the letter of their rights. In the session of 
1817, when" An Act to prohibit the sale of gOOdR, wares, wines, 
spirits, etc., on Sundays," was sent by the Assembly for the con- 
currence of the Council, which they passed with some amend- 
ments, the following motion was brought in: "That as the 
amendments made by the Honorable the Lcgislative Council to 
the bill for preventing the sale of spirituous liquors on Sundays, 
being a matter of form, and not in any wiRe interfering with the 
raising or disposing úf any public money, this House will not in- 
sist upon its undoubted right to reject them, and that the said 
amendments be now read." 
In 1
1
 
r. Robert Charles Horne was called to the Bar of the 
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House to answer to a charge of having infringed upon the rights 
and privileges of the House in having published a certain adver- 
tisement in his paper, the Upper Canada Gazette, headcd "Sta- 
tutes of Uppcr Canada." 
Ir. Horne acknowledged the publica- 
tion and an apology was demanded, which he straightway made, 
and that settled the mattcr. 
As the years wcnt by, however, and new conditions were re- 
gulated and altered into precedents and the rights of both repre- 
sentative and commoner were recognized and settled, conflicts 
between Parliamcnt and the peoplc were less frequent, until to-day 
a breach of privilege is as rare as an infringement upon the 
jealously-guarded rights of the Legislature. 
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CHAPTER X. 


THE HONOR ROLL OF PARLIAl\IENTARIANS. 
.f 
I 
, H:\ T a very large percentage of the public men of a 
I 
q 
 country are called sooner or later to represent the 
\
 
 people in Parliament, is clearly seen in the list of 
,',. ". members to the Prm'incial Assembly from 1792 to 
1
92. 'Yith but few exceptions, an the leading men of 
Canada entered public life via" the bar of the House," aIIl1 
with equally few exceptions, nearly all who legislated for the 
province prior to Confederation have passed away. The sun'i- 
VOl'S would hardly be sufficient in number to form a provincial 
cabinet. 
It may be -well to take a passing though necessarily incomplete 
glance at the honor roll of distinguished Canadians who served 
as provincial legislators. 
As in the present day, the early parliaments had a large 
representation of professional men, the followers of Blackstone 
being probably in a majority. Thus, the list referred to com- 
prises nearly an the leading members of the bar, and the legisla- 
tive history therefore makes frequent mention of such old-time 
lawyers as )Iarshall Spring Bidwell, 'Yilliam Hume Blake, Robert 
Baldwin, Judge Hagerman anti others, and it is not to be won- 
dered at that the debates were often brilliant anù elolluent when 
participated in by such accomplished orators. 
The bar, the jwliciary antI the legislature have always been 
closely connected, and it is not surprising that the list of e pper 
Canadian judges during the century contains a large number of 
names prominent in the parliamentary as well as the ju(licial 
history of the province, in fact, of the thirty-one mentioned in 
96 
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Read's" Lives of 'Cpper Canada Judges," from 1792 to 1892, no 
less than twenty were members either of the Legislative Council 
or the Assembly, some uf the firt;t judges occupying a seat in 
Parliament and on the bench dually. Chief J ustice Os
oode, 
after whom ORgoode Hall was named, was a member of the 
Legislative Council, as were Chief Justices Elmsley and Scott; 
Allcock and Thorpe were both judges and members; Chief Justice 
Robinson was councillor and Attorney-General before he was 
promot('d to the bench; Chief Justices Draper and McLean were 
active mem1ers, as were Jwlges Hagerman, D'Arcy Boulton, 
Sherwood, Jona." Jones, 8ul1ivan, John \Yibon, Connor and 
0' Connor. Nearer our own time, Justice Joseph C. Morrison and 
Chief Justices Moss and Matthew Crooks Cameron were par- 
I ialllen tary represen tati ves. 
'Vhile the Pnion Act was in force, the Front street Chamber 
hacl aIllong its occupants a group of brilliant and famous French 
Canadians--Sir A. A. Dorion, Sir Hector Langevin, Hon. Joseph 
Cauchon, Hon. L. V. Sicotte, Sir Uem:ge E. C<lrtier, Mr. La- 
fontaine, Hon. Charles Alleyn, Hon. L. J. Papineau and others, 
awl in the long-continued struggles between the 'Cpper and 
Lower Canaòian s
ctions of the Assembly for the rights of their 
lCspective province:" the members from the sister province were 
well to the front in the old Chamber as leaderR, speakers and 
cleLatprs. 
Sir Antoine A. Dorion sat in the Toronto Chamber (luring the 
Parliament of 185.5-9, allli as a ]eader of the Rouge party of 
Quebec, Lecame Attorney-General of the fmnom
 Brown-Dorion 
achninistration before which he was Commissioner of Crown Lands. 
lIe became memher of the Privy Council in 187
, and latterly 
cnded a fruitful and noLle life as Chipf Justice of Quehec. 
Hir Hector Langevin entered Parliament while it met in 
Toronto in 1
57, and suon became a force in the House. .Mr. 
Sicotte' exercisecl a special intluenct' in connection with the clergy 
reserve question, hecame Speaker in IK34, was a member of 
the Taché-
lacclonu.ltl Uovel'mnent. ana also of the Curtier- 
)'lllcùonalci A,hninistration. Cartier was another of the French- 
Cu.llllcliun leallers, a 1Ilan short of t;tature and "with an English 
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terrier look about him," as he has been described to me. \\Tith 
the usual French excitability, his speeches, especially in reply to 
attacks, were very combative, but without any pretence to 
úratory. 
It is interesting to compare the different leaders as to their 
abilities as public speakers and public men. Robert Bal(hvin, 
while not a fluent speaker, yet wat:; a convincing and logical one, 
his dignity, amounting almost to stiffness of manner, always 
commanding the attention of his hearers. He made his initial 
entry into parliamentary life in IH30, at a comparatively early 
age, as did Pitt and Gladstone, his candidature for York (vacated 
by the promotion of Sir John Beverly Robinson from the Attor- 
ney-Generalship to the Chief-Justiceship) being \varmly espoused 
by \Villiam Lyon Mackenzie in the Colonial Ad
'ocate. The 
youthful member (he was only twenty-five at the time) was 
introduced to the House by his father, Dr. Baldwin, and Jesse 
Ketchum. Six years after he was a member of the Executive 
Council. No figure stands out more prominently, nor indeed 
more honorably, in the history of Upper Canadian politics than 
that of the man who did not so much achieve fame as the leader 
of the" Balùwin Reformers" in 1843, or the organizer and head 
of the Baldwin-Lafontaine Cabinet, as he did because of his 
unsullied integrity, personal worth and high purposes. He with- 
<:lrew from public life in 1857 after nearly a quarter of a century 
()f honorable service. One of his chief aims was long since 
reached, that of making the Executive responsible to the House. 
\Yilliam Hume Blake occupied the position of Solicitor-General 
in the Baldwin-Lafontaine Administration. 'Vhen he arose to 
speak in the House it was felt that in genuine eloquence, passion, 
pathos, humor, sarcasm, irony, scorn, force-he was without a 
peer on the floor of the Legislature. 
uch is the strong testi- 
nlony of his l,ingrapher. He left the political arena in ] K30, 
when he was appointed vice-Chancellor of the Court of Chancery. 
\Yhile \Yilliam Lyon Mackenzie could not be termed an orator, 
yet his fiery temperament and combative spirit, which led him to 
give vent to torrents of words, arrested the attention of the mem- 
bers and compelled them to listen to his outbursts of indignation 
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again
t what he considered existing evils. His pyrami(I of scrap 
IJooks, fulIy indexed awl replete with choice political material, 
wa
 the fountain of political knowleùge from which he dr
w 
many a troublesomc quotation and unpleasant reminder. Thc 
desk occupif'd hy ,Mr. )[ackenzie is now in the possession of the 
York Rangers-an old-fashioned and well-worn piece of furniture, 
as badly scarred and marke(I with ink spots as a schoolboy's 
desk. His seat in the Housc was un(Ier the reporters' gallery, 
near the Front-street el1trance. A familiar sight-one that 
would be somewhat unw-mal now-was the presence of his little 
gr<uH.bon, cIa<.I in :-5cotch tartans, who used to sit near his gran(I- 
father and watch the proceedings with childish interest. An 
amusing illustration of 
[ackenzie's methods is afforded by his 
!-;peech as to the choice of a site for the new national centre, 
Dipping his fingcr into an ink bottlc he rapidly marke<.I on a 
sheet of papcr five unsightly dauLs, showing the relative position
 
of )[untreal, Ottawa, Kingston, Toronto and Hamilton, with a 
view to proving th
t Toronto was the m
tural site for the Domin- 
ion Parliament. 
The HOll. \rillialll Henry Draper was a member of thc Legis- 
htti,"c Council in 18:.n, 
olicitor-neneral in lk3b, amI afterward 
Attorney-Uenerå1, amI finally Chief Justice. If e ha<.I a most 
persuasivc cloqucnce, which won .for him the soubri(luet of 
"
weet \Villimu." Though posse&:;ed (JÍ the advantage of a 
'Cni\"crsity education in England, he lackc(} the oratorical force 
aIIII btriking presence of Hagerman awl Bi(Iwell. 
)Iarshall Spring Bi(lwell was also an attractive speaker, (Iif- 
fering from his fellow-memhers, however, Ly reason of a pro- 
nounce(I nasal twang such as may l,e heard in Home parts of Xew 
England. 
Attorney-General Hagerman, who led the Govcrnment in 
Ik:32, was one of the most em.ctive orators on thc floor of the 
House, as he was one of the most hrilliant Ulcmhprs of the Bar, 
in fact, Hagerm;l1l, Bidwell amI Baldwin were the three grcat 
lawyers of their day. Perhaps the greate:o-;t specch ever ddivereci 
by )1 r. Hagerman was the one on the clergy rescn.c (luestion in 
;U1SWl'" to H... Hulph, The fornll
r has hcell describe(l to me as 
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the counterpart of Daniel O'Connell in personal appearance, as 
well as in his oratorical ability. 
The Hon. Malcolm Cameron is another political memory. Upon 
his entrance to the Assembly in 183ú he ran a tilt against Sir 
Francis Bon,l Head in the latter's treatment of the petitions of 
the people for redres
 from political grievances, and in that and 
other ways proved himself to be an advanced radical, especially 
on the question of the separation of Church and State. He, too, 
filled acceptably different portfolios under different administra- 
tions. 
The late Canadian Premier, Sir ,J ohn A. :\Iacùonald, spent some 
of his earlier years of puhlic life within the walls of the old 
building. "On first entering the Legislature," writes one who re- 
members him in the 'forties, (( he sat unmoved at his desk while 
the frays for which that period of parliamentary history was re- 
markable went on, looking half careles
 and half contp1l1ptuous. 
Sometimes in the thick of the melee, he was lJUsy in and out of 
the Library. I scarce ever remember seeing him about the House 
when he was not searching up Áome case." \Yith a daring that 
won him praise, he entered the lists against such oM parliamen- 
tary hau(h;; as Robert Baldwin and others, and thus gained the 
practice in debate and contests which stood him in such good 
stead during his long reign at Ottawa after Confc(leration. 
The ten years between 1850-ÚO witnessed the entrance into 
Parliament of a number of men whose names are familiar. The 
Hon. David Christie was one-a member of the" Clear Grit" 
party, and a clear-hea(leù, cultivated and consistent Scotchman, 
with a high character and a calm judgment that ga\'e weight to 
his utterances in the House. The Hon. Archibald 
lcKellar, who 
was elected from Kent in 1857, strongly supported municipal in- 
stitutions and drafted the original drainage law. 
The sessions of 1851 witnessed the appearance of another man 
in the Legislature, who, while he had already won a high posi- 
tion as a leaùer outsiùe of Parliament, was destined to become a 
power in Legislature anù Parliament. Eight years after George 
Brown's arrival in Canada, he was electeù in 1851 to represent 
Kent and Lam hton, his maiùen speech fully illustrating his cap- 
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acity as a parliamcntary orator anù leadcr. The fact that )11'. 
Brown's earlier arlvocacy on the platform and in the press of the 
reforms then being agitated haù made him a popular Hpeaker, 
<11"'0 had the effect of making him a force and power in tile 
Housc-a power that only increased and wiùeneù during his 
parliamentary life, 
Thomas D'Al'cy .McGee was another Lright star in the old par- 
liamentary firmament. \Yhcn he rose to speak everyone listem.d 
warl11ed by his supreme eloqucnce. Possessing a wide range of 
knowledge and having at his command art, science, poetry and 
hi
tory, hp clothe(l his sul
jcct with a new allll original interest, 
using the choicest language enlivened. with a delightful vein of 
wit an' 1 humor. In addition, hc was an a-Iroit ma"tcr of satire, 
awl was C(luipped with a caustic awl bitter irony. He ùelivered 
his Ilui,len padiam
ntary sp
ech in the Hcssion of 1H.jK, display- 
iUg" a wonùerful coolness awl an easy e!o(}uence that carrie(l the 
lIousf' with hilli. 
SirFranci
 Hincks was first elected in :\larch IS41, awl his 
talents soon hrought hillJ to the front. His first Cal,inet position 
was that of IIJ:-.peetor-Gcneral, succeedillg which he Lccame Prime 

I in ist(!l' of the HinckH- Dorion adm ill il-itration after thl' retirement 
of )1 r. .Baldwin, a pusition which he held until IS.54, In I KG!) lie 
l.ntered Sir Juhn ...t. Macdonald's .MiuÌf"tr,y as Financial 
[inister, 
aw] I..ft puhlic life iu un
, after thirty-twu years of Hen-ice. 
The first Prl'mier of ()Iltario undcr Confederation, tIll' late I Jon. 
.Juhn Sandtit-'lll )1 aCllonald , also had a comparatively long pm'lia- 
melltary carper, lastillg from 1 K41 till Ib71,-thirty ypars of in- 
tense political Hcthity. lIe occupie,l a printte meJlI1)er's seat until 
l
-I-n, wlJen Jle was appointed Solicitor-Gl'neral in thl' Balliwin- 
Lafontaine Ca1IiJH't, and in 1 K.")S hI' \\ as Attol'uey-Genl'ral in the 
Drown-Dorion Cabinct. Hc P('l
jstl'ntIy oppose,l the n'plcspn- 
tation hy population agitation, allli although a Catholic, did nut 
f,n'ur thc establishment of scparate schools. In 1t-:(j2 hc was 
caUe,lupon to fllrll1 a go\'erJuucnt, anI I, aftcr Confc(lel'atiou was 
(,()1I1pl..tl'd, he fUI,ned the tir
t Ontario Cahi-net. In 1 
72 he 
retired from puLlic lift', soon aftcr the defeat of hiR alhninistra- 
tioJl, aUtI passed away the following year. 
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It was not untill8G7 that Elhvard Blake entereJ Parlialllent
 
IJeing elected for the House of Commons in \Vest Durham and 
for the Local Legislature in South Bruce. In 1
G9 he succeeded 
.Mr. Archibald .McKellar as leader of the Upposition in the Local 
Legi
lature, ,vhere he soon gained a reputation in keeping with 
that ,yon at the bar. The student of character could easily see 
in the tall, er
ct, elo(luent and dignified member a born political 
leader. After the election of 1871, he took a leading part in the 
long and exciting debate as to the disposition of the Railway Aiel 
Fund, as a result of which the control of the House passed into 
the hands of the Opposition. The Government capitulated on 
the 20th of December, ancl Mr. Blake became Premier. On the 
re-assemblillg of the Legislature after the adjournment, the new 
Premier carried several important measures, chief of which was 
the abolition of dual representation. Tn October of 1
72, he re- 
signed his position as Premier, under this bill, and with the Hon. 
Alexander 
lackenzie, took his seat in the House of Commons. 
It is but a natural association to mention the name of the late 
Hon. Alexander Mackenzie in connection with that of Mr. Blake, 
a.') one of the men who played an important part in the Local 
Legislature, which he entered after the election of 1871. "Then 
the House met in December, he did much to bring about the 
overthrow of the Sandfield )lacdonald miniRtry, and, as a matter 
of course, he was offered a position in the new Cabinet which 1\lr 
Blake formed. He delivered an unusually valuable IJudget 
speech in 1872, and in October of that year followed his leader's 
example and withdrew from Toronto for the larger field at 
Ottawa. 
The Hon. 
tephen Richards was elected to the Legislature in 
],867, and was a member of the Sandfield 1\lacdonald Government
 
the Hon. John Carling being Minister of Agriculture and Public 
\\70rks. 
Another important Jlame is that of Sir Oliver Mowat, who, like 
so lllany of his political associates, entered Parliament after ha,-ing 
won his spurs in the legal profession. In 1857 he was elected to 
represent South Ontario (defeating the late M.I1. Justice 1\1orrison), 
in time to play an important part in the work of laying the fOUll- 
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(lations of Confederation, taking a prominent part in the Quebec 
Confederation Conference. He was Provincial Secretary of the 
Brown-Dorion Cabinet during its short existence, and was also 
Postmaster-General in the 
andfield Macdonald-Dorion adminis- 
tration of 18G3, while he held a portfolio in the Taché-Macdonald 
Government for a short time. 'rhe encomium passed upon him 
years ago may" ell be applied to-day: "Clear and logical in his 
thinking, ready in debate, well informed and industrious, polite 
aII,l agreeable in deportment, he was liked by friends, feared by 
opponents, and respected by all." He was appointed Vice-Chan- 
cellor of the Court of Chancery in ] 
64. Re-entering Parliament 
In lk72, he has since filled the high position of Premier for 
twenty-one years-a reconl only approached by the first Pitt 
ministry, which remaine,l in power from December 1783 to 1
01 
Thus has the long-est recor,l in the annals of British Parliamen- 
tary Government "been distanced by a Canadian statesman and 
premIer. 
A paragraph shouM in justice be dev3ted to the memory of 
Alfred Patrick, who was honored with a commandership in the 
Order of St.. Michael and 
t. George, in recognition of a long lif
 
of usefulness as a parliamentary official. From 1827 to 1k41 he 
was an official of the 'C pper Canadian Parliament; clerk of com- 
mittees in the new Legislative Asseml,ly of the province from 
HHI to 18ü7; first clerk assistant in the Dominion House of 
Commons from HH;7 to 1k73, and Clerk of the House of Com- 
mOllS from lR73 to l
Kl, when he was superannuated, thus hav- 
ing seen fifty-four years of official life, commencing :-;OIlle years 
l,efore the erection of the old Parliument l,uilllings on Frollt- 
street, and indeed having seen service in the previous buildings 
that were hUrIH'd in lR24. During the rebellion uf lK37-8, he 
was guard of the Legislative Records. A.., Ulay well be imagin- 
ell, he llccmne an authority on constitutional law, and was the 
author of a work OIl "Canadian Controverted Election Prece- 
(h.uts, ] K
k-41." Xot only did he 
ee two generations of provin- 
cil1I1"l.,risll1tors come and go, hut Ii(' was, perhaps, the only one 
who was present at the fir:-;t aUlI last se
sio})s of the Legislative 
Assl'mhly in the 01,1 Parliament huil<lings. He died su(ldenly at 
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Niagara-on-the-Lake, on July 18th, 1892, at the advanced age 
of eighty-one. 
The following is a list of the Speakers of the Assembly and 
Parliament from 1792 to 1892. 
From 1792 to 1841: 


I 792-J ohn Macdonell 
179B-D. 'V. Smith. 
1800-Samuel Street. 
I SOl-D. W. Smith. 
lSOj-Alex. McDonell. 
IS12-Ramuel Street. 
lS17-Allan McLean. 
1821-L. P. Sherwood. 


1825-J ohn Wilson. 
1829-Marsball Spring Bidwell. 
1831-Arch. McLean. 
1836-Marshall Spring Bidwt'll. 
1836-Arch. McLean. 
IR37-Henry Ruttan. 
183ì-8-Sir Allan l\Iac
a". 


The Speakers during the Union were: 


IS,H-Austin Cuvilli('r. 
1844-Sir AlJan N. MacNab. 
1848-Augustin N. 
lorin. 
1851-John Sanr1field Macdonald. 


1834-Louis Victor S
cottl'. 
1838-Henry Smith. 
1862 -J. E. Turcotte. 


The Speakers since Confederation have l)een: 


IS67--J. Stevenson. 
lS71-R. 'v. Scott. 
IS71-J. G. Currie. 
lS74-R. 1\1. Wells. 


Ib80-Charles Clcl.rke. 
1884-Charles Clarke. 
1887-Jacob Baxter. 
IX91-Thomas Ballantyne. 


A tabulated list of the provincial members of the Assembly and 
Parliament, from 1792 to 189
, will be foun,..! as an appendix. 
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Hon. Thomas Ballant}Jle, Speaker of tha Legislative Assembly of Ontario, 1893. 
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CHAPTER XI. 


.\ 
E" ERA AND A XEW RCILDIXG. 
.7
\.. ') 
 

ffi' H
 .h
ndr
d ye
rs. of Ontario's h
story is natur
lly 
r
 l ' 
 (hnSlble mto dIstmct eras or perIOds, the first beIng 


 
 I
 the initial parliament held at Newark, from 1792 to 
'" 
 1 iUG; the second, connected with York's earliest par- 

 liament buillling, froUl 1 i96 to 1H13: the third, surrounding 
r1f and centreillg in thl' second parliament Luilding, from ) 
14 
to 18:32: the fourth, contained in the Front-street building, from 
1 S:
2 to lS41, and the fifth, dealing with the union of the two 
provinces, between 1841 and 18ß7. The sixth and present era was 
inauguratetl when Confederation became an accomplished fact in 
1 X67, aud Provincial Legislatures were again organized. The 
tirst Cal>inet after Confederation was led Ly the Hon. John 
Salldtield Mactlonalt.l as Premier and Attorney-Gelwral, with the 
HOIl. ,John Carling as 
linister of Agriculture ana Public 'Yorks, 
till' HOIl. 
tephell Richards as Conunissioncr of Crown Lands, the 
HOll. 'I. C. Cameron as Provincia.l Secretary and the Hon. E. B. 
\\ 00(1 a
 Provincial Trea..'mrer. After an existence of nearly four 
ycarH and a half, the fÏn;;t general election for the province uncler 
the new order brought about the ùefeat of the Sand field .:\lacdon- 
aId Uovernment and the accession to office, on the 20th Dt>cem- 
bt,'r, 1871, of the Hon. Edward :Blake, with the Hon. Alexander 
Mackl'nzie, the Hon. Adnm Crooks and the Hon. Archibald 
McKc>llar as cùlleague:-;. The tahle given elsewhere incJwles the 
names of all who have held portfolios in the Ontario Govern- 
ment since 1 Sli7, with the length of their term of office. 
On thl' 31st of October, 1872, upon the retirement of 
Iessrs. 
Rlnkl' and Mac>kelwip from the proviuciai arena of public life to 
(: 105 
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the larger tielJ of the Dominiun Parliament at ()ttawa, what has 
long been known as the Mowat Governlllent was formed, which 
has held continuous power therefOl e for u'
er twenty years and 
which has lived through five gf'l1eral elections. f-'uch a long term 
of administration of one govcrnuwnt is, a
 has hepl1 said, rare 
in the history of gm'ernments. 
Though brief reference haf- already 1('('11 made to 
ir Oliver 
Mowat, the words of a rccpnt writer may well he added: "It 
has been his fortune to hecome peculiarly and distinctively iden- 
tified with the Province of Ontario, His name is iwleed familiar 
enough to tllt' people of the most Ilistant proyillcP/'-;, antI to Ontar- 
ians it is a source of much pride to reflect that familiarity has in 
his case bre(l universal respect awl H(lllliratioll: yet it is in this 
province that his great work has lain, awl it is hy the peopk of 
this province that he has Lecn húnorell to a (ll'gree without par- 
allel in the history of democra.tic communiti('
. Charged first 
with the affairs of Ontario at a period when the institution::. 
planted at Confederation remainell in a condition of unripenes 8 , 
it became his lot to carefully tend, nurture awl (h-',"elope them 
until they have reached a stage when, glancing aroul1(l the world, 
we are ahle nowhere to tinJ a people in the enjoyment of a sys- 
tem of la.ws equally 801.1wl, useful an(l progn-'ssivc with those 
with which our sta,tute hooks are fillc,l. Though he had no part 
in the final arrangements of that confederative system of govern- 
ment in the ultimate Ruccess of which his long administration In 
Onta.rio ha
 heen so prominent a factor, Sir Oliver Mowat was 
actively concerned in the preliminary movements and was suffici- 
ently idt'ntitied with the great project to he included in Mr. 
Harris' celebrated picture, 'The Fathers of Confederation.' " 
Sir (Hiver has always chosen able colleagueH who have rendered 
him most valuahle assiHtance in governing the province. Among 
tIlt' prf'sent mem hers are the Ron. C. F. Fraser, who haR held 
ottlCf' for nearly twenty years: the Hon. Arthur 
. HarJy, who 
haH 1een a member of the Cabinl't for over fifteen years; the 
Hon. Gèorge \f. ROHR, whose ten years as Minister of Educat!on 
'will soon be cOlnplE.ted; the Hon. J. 1\1. nibson, sworn in in 1RR9 ; 
an(l the HOll. John Dryden, thE' Ron, R. Harcourt and the Hon. 
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K H. Bronson (without portfolio) in 1890. The HOll. T. B 
P..trdee and the H on, Adam Crook!': have pas
cd a way, and the 
Hons. H. (1. "T ood, 
\, 
lcKellar, .James Young, A. 1\1. Ross and 
Charles Drury are cx-memllel's. 
It is not the purpose of the writer to attempt a sketch of this 
mOllerll t'l'a of our Icgislative record, though the statute lJook& 
reveal a mass of legislation which has placl'r1 Ontario in the front 
rank of any province. country or state for arlxanced laws on all 
the lillI's that come within the purview of a. proyincia.l h'gisla- 
ture. 
"That has he!'n al)o\Oc penned is intcnded as prf>liminary to a 
hrief sketch of the> history anrl inception of the new Parliamcnt 
Built1ingH re('ently ercctpd, the opening' of which marks not onlJ-" 
an important epoch in this lattC'r cra, but the closing of the first 
('(-'ntur." of our provincial history and the auspicious opening of 
thC' s{>('owl. 
The I\ul."tion of new parliament buildings was mootpcl in IHii 
awl iu IH
O the' Commissioner of Puhlic \\Torks, the Hon. C. F. 

'rasl'r, ohtained from the legislaturc an initial grant of 
500,000 
towarlls their erection. Competitive plaus on the hasis of this 
$500,000 we're invited, hut it was fouwl that suitaLle LuildingH, 
with the 1'equisitp accommodation, coul,l not be had for that 
'Ullouut. 1\ othing more was (lone until a RUIll of 
250,OOO addi- 
tional was votell in \ 
H5. ] n 1 RH() the preparation of plans and 
Appcitications for the I'ropo1"P(1 npw huildings wm; entrusted to 
Mr. R. A. \\T aitp, of Buti:tlo, and in 1 HK7 a furthcr 
um of ::";
OO,- 
000 waR votel] for the l'rection of the huil,lin

 on )1 r, \Vaite'
 
plans, Suhsequently there was a(Idell to the Hums above JIlcn- 
tiOllPd a final gnmt of 
200,OO(), which hroug'ht up the total 
amount \Toted for t1H' construction of the buildings to :-0;1,250,000. 
Tlw contract for the exca\'ating amI masonry and bricklayer':-; 
work waR given to LiulH'1 '01'].;:(' in Oetoher of 1 :)
6, TIIP work 
of f>xe:t\'ation waR at once cOIHlIll'ncell, and in IX!}:! the huilding- 
waR practically cOluplptt'd, only six years being taken in its ere'C- 
tinn. at a total COHt of less than 
1 ,
OO,OOO. Thp Hale of the' 
sik occupipd l)y tlw old building will. it iR expectpI] rt'ali7.(( half 
a. million dollars, w hieh, applied to the cost of thp 111'\\' 
trt]('tu,.p. 
wiJ1 I"l'lhl(,1' it to ahollt :-;i!)O,OOO, 



Onia1.io's Parliament Bztildi71gs. 
The lapse of only six years between the first excavation and 
the completion of the new building is creditable to the Commis- 
sioner of Public \Yorks and the contractors. Considering the 
magnitude of the building, covering as it does four acres of 
ground, and containing over two hundred roomH, six years is an 
exceptionally short period in which to erect it. 
No better situ3.tion could have been chosen fOl' a puhlic build- 
ing than the southern end of tl
e Queen's Park. It partially 
covers the site of the old King's College, which was built 
just fifty years ago, and which waH removed a few years 
ago to make room for the Parliament building. On the occa- 
sion of the opening of King's College by Sir Charles Bag-ot, 
the Governor-General, the 431'(1 Regiment assisted in the 
ceremony, while all the notables of that day, incluùing Doctor 
.JlcCaul, the first president of the college, were in attendance. 
The ceremony of the 4th of April laHt, half a century later, 
was in some respects like the former in the presence of the 
Lieutenant-Governor, detachmentH of the military, anù repre- 
sentative men in many of the departments of life. 
The peculiar effectiveness of the. situation of the building is 
best seen from the outlook in the eastern tower. To the south, 
the University avenue stretches to Queen-
treet, with the heart 
of the city on either side extending to the bay, while the Island 
and blue waters of the lake beyond complete a picture of rare 
beauty. To the east, the Scarboro' heights border the horizon 
and enclose the vast area of the city extending- in that ùirection. 
To the west, the Humber bay and the High Park tree-top
 form 
a boundary as \Vells' hill and rpper Canaùa College do to the 
north. In the immediate neighborhood the eye takes in a noble 
group of public buildings-the University, with its annexes of 
library, gymnasium, Biological lmilùing, and 
chool of Practical 
Science; the sister educational centres of \Ïctoria and MC.JIaster 
Universities, and \Yycliffe College, the Athletic Club, and the 
circle of handsome private residences around the Queen's park, 
with its groups of massive oaks and elms, its sward, its walks 
and drives, its spacious pavilions, its groups of statuary, and its 
twin 
e bastopol cannon guarding the southern entrance to the 
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park. Near the north-west corner of the building the bronze 
figure of George Brown faces the structure, and adjoining his 
monument is the group of statuary erected in honor of the vol- 
unteers who fell at Ridgeway in 18ß{). 
The more one 
tudies the front exterior view of the new huil(l- 
ing- the more imprcssi\'e docs it seem, and the more does the Oll- 
looker realize that he is gazing upon a noble structure, fully 
worthy of the prO\"illCe in whoRe int.erest it has been built. TIll-'" 
principal frontage is -190 fcet, including the porte cocheres, with 
a depth of 2f)4 feet, the main plan forming a (louble letter E, and 
enclosin
 within its walls over 7ß,OOO sqnare feet. In architec- 
tural,lesign, it is Roma.nesqup, the carved surface
 following the 
Celtic awl IllIlo-Germanic schools The main walll:) are con- 
structed of Credit Yalley sau(lstone taken from the quarrie:-; of 
Cat'rol & \ïck, its relillish 11rown tinge producing a most pleas- 
ing t'tfect of color. ðom.... of the larger I-mrfaces present their 
llatu l 'u.1 face, awl harmonize with the chiselled aJHlllloulded sur- 
fac,,'s, the result being an infinite variety. 
The centre fa
a()e lIH'asurps 120 x l
:; feet <lnd J.ises to a height 
of llt'a.rly 200 feet. The lll<.L8sive window arcit,ling which lights 
the It'
isla.tive challlht'r 011 the south, thus centralizing <tlltlex- 
b.rnali;r.ing- the ll>gislati\'e cha.lllhpl', is a fpatuJ't' heretoforl' 0\"<.'1'- 
lookt',l in the designing of huil,Ullgs of this (lignitip(l character in 
all COllntl"Ïe
, awl in thi:-; ill:-;tn.nce is accolllpli:-;Iwd in a lilost 
,",chola!'l)' way. It is ,11':-;ig-np,1 so as appropriately to be the rul- 
ing- fpature of the l'lltil'e composition, hoth in plan a.nd elenttion. 
a.wl HO ,Iisposed a.s entin.ly to spparate the apartments for kgi:-;- 
!".tive purl'osps in the west wing fl'OUl the departmental apart- 
IHPnts in Uti' east willg'. awl then' is withal a simplicity in m'- 
rang-pulI'ut, rf't no1,le a.u.l i III pressi ve. The holdly -treate( I walls, 
with s"ril'
 of rwliating' archf's, I-;tunly clustel'cd columul:), accent- 
ua.ted aug-Ie tunets, awl '1uiet tiellis of (IUa;...y-faced walls. are 
iwliciousl.r t>nrichelI Iwre awl therp with ci\l"\'ings, aUlI the whole 
cl"owHe,i hy a pyra.mida.l roof, with ang]l' turretf1, terminating- 
with clou
atcd Ilomi('al roofs. 
.\lIlong' tllP most stl'iking exterior features of the huildings 
:1.1'1' tlw porte co('hen>s at tIll' ('astern and we:-,tprn end
> tilt' mas- 
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siveness of which i
 
('en in the illustrntions g-in'll, and tlw 
details of which illustrate the wealth of carving executed. In- 
deed, the stone carving, taken in its entirety. is pprhaps to be 
classed among the chief features of the buiMing. The largest 

pecimen of carving is thf' sculptured frieze. llcarly 70 feet long, 
and 15 feet high, surmounting the three great win(lows in the 
centre structure, which represents in heroic size allegorical tigure
 
of music, agriculture, commerce, art, science, law, philosophy. 
architecture, o.ngineering awl literature grouped on either sid,' 
of the arms of the province. On the east and west sides of the 
main entrance excel1ent likenesses are carvell in stone of (
ovt-'r- 
nor Simcoe, Chief Justice Rollinson, .John f;awlfiel,I,Macdonala, 
\Villiam Rume Blake, Timothy Blair Pardee, Sir Isaac Brock. 
Robert Baldwin and l\Iatthew Crooks Cameron. Tht'se are 
guar(led, as it were, by four monster gargoyh.s, which look down 
from the corners of the four great tower
. 
The main entrance is in keeping with the dignity and general 
effect of the front exterior. It is compose(l of thrl'e nolJle arche
 
eighteen feet wide Ly twenty-six feet high. awl is reached by a 
succession of steps aIlll platforms. This entrance is flanked by 
the great towers with their domes of copper awl their wealth of 
stone design. The western tower will ha\"e a massi\'e clock, 
which will be spen from the south awl west, while the eastern 
towel' has a balconie(l outlook. the view from which is, as has Leen 
described, one of the nnest in the city, taking in a gn.at purtion uf 
the city with the island and lake ùeyond: indeed, Brock's mOllU- 
ment on the banks of the Xing-,lra is tlisé(>rnihle OIl a clf'ar 
day. 
In many respects the exterior f(\{.illg the north, or the re.u 
view, is equally as imposing as the frunt or southern aspect, tak- 
ing in the larger area of the Park, amI .A \ elH1I' Road Leyoml. 
The contract for thc masonry, hrick, stow' awl exc
wation8 
was originally undertaken hy the late Lionel Yorke. Cpon his 
death the work was takcn up Ly his :,mrety, Mr. Robert Carrol, 
who associate(1 with hil11 
[r. fJ. B, \ï(.k. who was with 
Ir. Yorke. 
To insure its early completion they found it nl'ceH
aI'y to pur- 
chasl' .too u,c'res of 111'own stolle q\lal"rit.
, Il(>ar Orang'(.\-iHe, which 
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rClluirc(l dc, eloping ill a more expeditiou:-; lWUlller than here- 
toforc. To this end they H(lopted the mining systt'm, for whieh 
Imrpl):-;e they hronp:ht out English miners, whi(.h pron
d a good 
SUC('('1o;S, <.1.10; tIlt' completcll huildings now Rhow. 
The entire roof is covere(l with deep blue slate, takt'll from 
I{lutl'rit's in Rutland, Verlllont. The dOlllcs of the two cpntral 
tOWel's are, however, con-red with cOppt' 1'. Forty-si),. tons of 
('opper Ita vc l)cen uscd throughout tlH
 huilding. 
Passin
 through the nutssive entrance, the gem.ral dtect i
 
lll<tintaÍ1wIl lJY a view of the widt' allll high ('UlTidor with it'"i 
rows of iron pillars an(l the 
l'and Io;tairc:u
e at the end. 
H.'n' one is fon'ihly struck with the contrast lJctween the Ilingy, 
dnsty allli dC'sl'rtpll 01(1 structure 011 Front-street. The change is 
Ìnùet'd a markPl1 ow', It is a transition frOlll gloomy corrid.or
, 
Ilil1lly-lighted office
, (lw.;t-begrime(l dpsks, tlirkcring yel10w gas 
.ids, awl old-tiIlH' g-ratl's, to spaf'iOU1o; (pmrters, with high ceiling", 
hallllsOlllC paneling, ma:-;sin' cOlTidors, hcautiful electric appli- 
ances, awl pcrf(...t Iwatil1K alii I ventilation. 
li'rolll thiR gmllll t'ntranct' cOI"I'illor, which ('ounccts with tht' 
admirably plamH'd arc:ulp'{ and uppel'-gn,llerietl corridors of tIlt:' 
"a"",t awl west wings, on.. aseewb dirt.ctly to the AHsem hly 
('h:Ll111Jt'r IJY the grawl Htaircasf', with a cenhe flight excl'pding 
twenty-three fl'ct lletwt'PD tht' halustrades, alii I with intl'rHlPlliatt-' 
platforms lea,ling" to a gralHl platform fifteen fpct wille, and in 
Jm'adth tifty fpd fl'om the Name t.wo si(lt" Ai
hts, cach twelve 
fp,.t widl', also lll'oken by intenncdiat.. platforIll
. Thi1=; heauti- 
ful1=;tain'ase is consonant in fct'ling with its sUlToullllings, COJl- 
structl'IL of Pllriclwd cast-iron strings, ris('rH awl huttresses. 
\\Toug-ht-irClIl rail... fOl'g'ell in m01o;t artistic forms, \\ ith threads of 
\ pry (lark red state, a1H 1 platform1=; of tessl'late.l re(l ti 1(' pavemt.'nt1=;. 
TIH' orwtlllt'ntaL il'onwork and c:u'ving of hallllllt'l'(.d steel is also 
\'t'ry tinl'. Two I'normons wiUtlowH, thirty-two feet high and 
uillt. f.,(.t witl.., r;\(.1' the first htn.ling. III addition to the graJ1d 
staircase, locatt.,( in the cast awl west win
s rpspectively. are 
thrcc public a III I two privah' 1o;tainvays, which g-i\ e acc..
s to 
I.a,eh of tilt' stori(.s. 
'l'his will ll'ad ns to tIlt' L"
.Ôslati\"t. ('hal111>>t'r tltl' ero\\' uiJ1 t! 
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glor.r of the interior-a truly noble hall, with a floor area 65 x 
HO feet, and a height of over 50 feet. The paneled ceiling is a 
mass of color, amongst the de
ignl-) the maple leaf predominating. 
The color scheme of the ceiling is in cool green and rich tones of 
purple, maple lea,yes of autumnal tints heing wrought into scroll 
ornamentR which form the ceiling design. These tones, with the 
warm, strong- color of the hea'T wood beams, form a strong and 
effective comlJination. The coat of arms of the province, in 
heraldic coloring, is prominent, the framing or outline of which 
is a beautiful celtic 

roll entwined with maple branch and leaves. 
The novelty of the whole is most happily adapted to the deep 
wood-beam paneling, the lines breaking through it at all point
, 
yet so conceived as to show a careful following of each paneling', 
thus avoiding the heayy and monotonous effect of simply decor- 
ated panels. 
Ahove the archPH on the northern and :southern walb are four 
allegorical :-mbjects-
roderatioll, holding a curbed bridle: Justice, 
with sword awl scales, and a cherub holding a code of laws; 
Power, carrymg a sword and oak branch, and \\ïsdolll, with open 
hook and lamp of knowledge. On the ea:st and west walls nota Me 
elates in the history of Ontario are inscriLeù, such as " 17n
 " and 
"I8H:!." The hawlsOllle woodwork is paneled and moulded of 
Canadian sycamore, with mahogany paneling nine feet high. 'I'll(' 
plastered wallR are richly decorated with mouldings and artistic 
ornament in 1m,' relief of a rich yellow brown, studc1e{1 with 
maple leaf outline/l in gol,l and IJeautifullY-llloclelled enrichment 
treated ill warm tones, wiped with tntllsl'arent color, resembling 
antique mal"l)le. Perhaps the most effecti\'e portion of the decOl'a- 
tiOll is to be found in the eight-feet cove, which is tilled with a 
heautifuJly drawn ROlllaneH{plC ornament broken at intervals by 
medallions in deep tone:-; of pUl1>le. The Rifle g-allericH are colored 
in quiet, warm tones a
 it foil to the richel' effectR of the chamber 
prope)', and the {listinctin.ly Canadian symbols are wrought into 
the flesign in an artistic, unobstrusive IWUlJler, ill pleasing contraRt 
to the Ulmal hal{lness of such introductions. 
In the centre of the lofty ceiling there i:-; a \"('lltilatillg iron 
grill, 10 feet in diameter. This eOllllectH with a galnmized il'on 
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pipe leading to a brick stack, containing a fan drivt'H hy an engint' 
in the hasement. By Illeans of this all the foul air is carrie(l out- 
side, and fresh air constantly tlistrihuted throughout the wholl:' 
of the builliing. 
The :-;peaker's dais, e'\:ccuted in San Domiugo and" veh.et cowl" 
mahogany, has richly-calTPcl "coat of arms" shiel<ls with datp
 
17H2, HHi7, 1
!),2, and enriehe/l surfacc:-ö surllloUlüpd hy two stall- 
dat'd lions. It is placetl at the south t'tHl, with the press gal1pry, 
treatl:'d more as a balcony, inHHt'diately hchiwl and forming, as 
it were, a part thereof. The 
peaker's gallery, treate(l in unifor- 
mity, runs acrOHS the opposite or north ewl, awl on either sid.. 
are located the ladies' antI ,"isitoni galleries. The latter arc 
gl'eatl.r illcrea:-.ed in beauty hy the mal';sivt' arcades fronting them, 
allll they an' admirablJ' succt'hsfnl as to Rig-ht lines, as t"'('tT 
lIlt'mht'1" on th.. floor of the cham1,er can be seen therefrom 110 
matt!'r from what point he may rise to addrt'ss tI)(, throne. 
The cha.tuuer is lig-htl-d chieHy by foUl' imIHcnse and highly 
OJ.lUtlllt'nted cltandeliet's, containing a ('omhination of g"ali awl 
..lectI-ic light. This pi('ce of work was Rpecially designed for the 
purpOHt'. Tn each of the chilndeiiers therp are 24. gaR awl ph.ctric 
light."\. The latter are of 32 cawlle power. Ä.rrang"ed aroullIl tltt. 
waIJR of the ('hamb...t. are 22 hra('ketR, ] S of which ha\"e fixe lightH 
pa(.1t allIl the rpl1laÌnder four. The chawleliers awl hrackets are 
Ulilnufa.ctm'cù of what is known as polishetl bronze, hand-cut awl 
hawl-chased, 
The nIlotllH'nt of roomR on the ground floor of the western will
 
is in cOlllicction with legislation, tlH' 3.,-,sistant clerk of the HOUHt', 
3..., well as the law clerk, Juwing their otnces Oil this Hoor. Hen-tl 
I)f the rooms will 1,1' fot. the w::e of hOURI.' eomtllittees, some of 
tht.fIt Iwillg ....Ox.20 in sizt'o Thl' c
ucen's printer has tlu'"t' rooms, 
alld th/. postlllllSV.t. two, on tlH' north sill.. uf the main cotTidur 
Ii tlH' g-roullIl tI/)()!". The Lieut('nant-Gon-t'uor has a hawbotlll'h. 
furni:.;IH'11 room ael J "oinilto' tht' Libran.. while the l('ader of tl;{. 
. t"I oJ , 
Opposition h
 had a room at the weHtt't'n towcr, phlCl-d at hi
 
disposal. thc Speakt'r utiliÛng the corresponùing room in thl' 
'-i\..-;tl'l"tl tOWl-.'. Thesp apattllH'uts art' patll,'lcd in natural woods. 
I
a('h of tlH' .1" J )urtIlH'uts is :U:t"1W/l'L.eI "II ..wlf(' and locatt'.l in 
M ' 
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the east wing; that of the Crown LaIHls Ü; on the ground t1oor. 
comprising 21 separate rooms, with four ycry large vault
, and 
the commodious apartlnellts of the Hon. ....\.. :-;, Harely, the Crown 
Lands Commissioner. On this floor also are the apm-tlllcnts of 
the Hon. John Dryden and his Department of Agriculture, COHl- 
prising seVen rool1l
. On the floor aLove is the AttorIH'y-Gelleral's 
DcpartUlt'nt, comprising nine separate rooms, with OIle very large 
vault, this suite of apartments including the sumptuous Council 
Chamber entered from the main corridor, as well as judiciously 
connected with the apartments for Sir Oli\'er ,M
vat. Hert:' 
arc al
o the Dppartment of the Provincial Secretary, the Hon. 
.J. )1. Gibson, cOIHprising 14 offices, and two large vaults, awl 
the DepartnlPnts of Insurance, Prisons and Inspector of Divisiun 
Courts. Thp floor above accommodates the Puhlic \Yorks De- 
partment, where the Hon. C. F. Fraser and his staff are located. 
occupying 13 rooms, and using one large vault. .Ahm on this floor 
are thp Provincial Treasurer's Department, the Hon. Richard 
Harcourt, compl'ising 10 apartments, with oile large nwlt; while 
the License Department, till' Department of the Allministration 
of .Justice and the offices of the Registrar-Ueneral occupy the 
remainder of the apartuH-'nts awl one large \"mIlt. 
The architect has also Imule ample proyisiuu for the comfort 
and convenience of the members. Their reception room on thl
 
mezzanine floor is a largp apartment, :
O'\.40, with a twenty ruut 
ceiling. Their dining-room on the same floor is 24x40. The hat 
and cloak room is 30x:
ü, and iH Hituated we::;t of the main stair- 
caHP on the same floor. It is paneled and fìnishecl with ninety- 
two compartments finished in walnut, each cOml'artlllPllt con- 
taining hat and cloak hooks awllockell (lrawers. 
The smoking-room is anothel' spacious room, :{()x40, with ceiling' 
twenty-four feet high, and a capacious tireplace awl special ven- 
tila.ting flumes. They further have a real ling-room, 50x2-t., tillishcll 
in whitl' oak awl fitted with sloping reading statalf'. Adjoining- 
this apartment are two retiring rooms for the Hpccial UHe of the 
Inembers, 
The t;peakpl" has Leen apportiolH,',1 e
cl'llellt and COIllUlOflious 
(Iuartprs in the north-western ,petioll of thl' hnildillg, COllsi...;t,ing 
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of re
eption room. library and dining-room, en suite. The private 
entrance to this portion of the building shows some unique and 
artistic carving, e
pecially on the pillars. The receptioll room is 
a Illost elq
ant apartment 24xao in sizp, with a floor covered with 
gum-woofl. The cal'ving in this room and the 
peakel"s library 
is especially fine. The 
peakel"s "lining-room, 1 Xx2...., is fini
hed 
in clu..-l'ry. 
The Legislative liLrary, Ollt' of thl' handsomest awl large
t 
rooms in the wlwlt:' building, is situatefl on th/' mezzanine floor. Its 
,limen
ions are 70-...::....2 feet, with a ceiling 35 feet high. It is 
fitted up with white oak paneling and shelving. An alluwlance 
of light has ne('ll securerl l)y no IN
s than t-'ight large windows 
on three sides of the apartment. TIlt-' "shelving is knuwn as the 
:--\tan<lal'll book-stack system, nSPII ill tIw hest Âmerican libraries. 
_\ neat g:t11ery runs aronn:l thrf'e sides of thp rOOlll, with HIH'lving' 
two Htories high, thm; llouhling' its capacity awl cnahling the 
library to accOlllllIodate 40.000 volumes. A radical improvement 
on the old lihrary is an iron railing enclm:ing the 
heh.ing, thus 
pre- venting the public from helping thenu:;ekes tu th(' Ilook!o:. 
The lilll'arian's office a,ljoins the liLrary proper. 
(hw can easily he lost in the intricacies of the 1,uselllent. 
Running through part of its length is a m<.u
sin' col,I air tuhe, the 
air heing hf'ated hy steam ra1liaton;, afkrwanb paHsing into the 
chamber awl library. TIH' Illassivenf'Hs of the foundation walls 
giv , > one a Htriking i,lt-a of t1w suhHtantialit.v of thf' structm'l'. 
The boiler room is reache(l from the has('lJIl-nt awl contain
 six 
immense Iloilel's, f'ach sixkl'll fept in ICllgth, sixty-six illclH's in 
diamct\'r, awl \\ ith 100 three-inch stepl tuhps. 
The buihling' is e<luippc{l with thirken largl' fire-pl'uof vault
, 
titted \\ ith iron frames amI tin tilillg cases. thus 611Hurillg almost 
aosolutt: safety from til'f', iwlef'11 not until llOW ha\ f' the puIllie 
110cUlllentH of the province hpen free from this dang-Pl'. AliiI'll' 
tin- protection has heen provi(l/'d-a Hix inch water lIluin runuing 
through from strcet to strf'\'t, awl thref' hydrants arf' pla('f'{l in 
till' has\'lll('nt ::tI1I1 on each fluor. 
ix capacious lavatories. finÜ;}H..:,l 
in cllI'rry, arl' to 1)(' fou1l<l in tilt' Imilding. The t\.oon; of Uti's\.' 
]a vatoril's aI'\' lluilt OIl iron lwams fillf',1 in l,y hriek archf'
 awl 
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covereù with conCl'ete an(l Portland cement. Four large electric 
e ievators of the ,-ery latest design are in service, the protecting 
gates of which are of tine onuuuental iron work. 
The Hom's 
tI"e aJ] .loul,le, two thicknesses of asbestos, acting as 
a deafener awl pl'ott.ctioll from fire, being placed hetween each 
Hoor. The maiu con-i,Ior:; are both lofty, light and wide, and are 
finishc.l throughout in white oak, with a profusion of carving. 
They are roofed over with amber-colored glasf', which sheds a 
'"-'uhdued and restful light below. The electric light is, of course, 
principally used, hut the chandeliers are for gas awl electl'icity 
combined. 
The original contractor .for the exca,"ation, masonry, awl brick 
and stone work was the late Lionel Yorke, whose contract called 
for 
671 ,2:50. Upon his l'Iudden .leath, hiH sureties took up the 
work anrl catTie(1 it through to a f'atisfactory completion without 
a .lay's loss in the actual work. The list of contractors and 
prices fol' the erection ètW 1 com;;trnction of the building IS as 
follows: 
Ma
onry, brick, stone and excavation (originally award- 
ed to Lionel Yorke, an,l upon his death taken up by 
Carroll Òl Yick). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
()7 L,250 
Awl in a.Mition l:{,.jOO,OOO of bricks to lJe fUl'llished (rom the 
Central Pl'il-;on.. 
Interim' woollwork awl 
peaker's (lais ('V agner, Zeidler 
& Co., Toronto). ............................. L 20,HOO 
Carpenter work (Lionel Yorke) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. !);3,H43 
PJumLing, g
L..., fitting amI steam heating (Pul'(ly, l\lam;ell 
& 
J ashintcr, Toronto), . . . . . .. ................ 
11'1)11 work, etc. (
t. Lawrence FOUIlJl'Y Co., Toronto). . . 
Roof-co\-cring, slating, copper work, etc, (Douglas Rros.) 
L.-tthing' awl plastering (A. H. Ruwlle, Toronto).. . . . . . . 
Interior p<Lintillg allil glaÚng (R. .T. Ho\"enden, Toronto) 


ï(),
()O 
,:)4,000 
-t4,4H7 
37,770 
23.3 25 


. B) the tel'nb of the o1"Ï;Ònal contract fOl' exca\ ating, 00ncretin
, masonry, hrickwOI'k, etc" 
:1.PPI'o\'cd of h.\ the Prm incial Le
i"latuI'e, the contrJ.ctor v.as to receÌ\'e (1) 
(jil.25/), and (2) thh', 
teen anù one-half million of hrick from the ['entml Prison, If less than this amount of brick v. a... 
"ul'plied h'um the Cenh"al Prison he was to he paid at the rate of six dollars per thousand for th(' 
difference betv. cen the t}ualltit) "upplieri anrl the "l\i.{ thirteen anrl one,half millions, The a.
tual 
'IU3.n t it.y 01' briek "upl'lied 1'1'011\ the Central PI'ison to the eontrar-tol'!> Wa'i onl,\- 1 0 ,4.')4,...';/). 
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Orand sblirci"
e, etc. (H. C. Harrower, Buffalo)... . . . . . 
Outer drainage (Garson 
 Purcer, Bt. Catharines). . . . . 
Decoration of ceiling and walls in chamber (Elliott & Bon) 

Iantels, furnishings, fittings, etc. (Rice Lewis & Son,Lt'd.) 
Seating for galleries in chamber (The Chas. Rogers & 
Sons Co., Lt'd., Toronto) .. .................... :
,250 
Tiling for vestibules and lobbies, etc. (Toronto Granite Co.) 1,4.50 
Among the contracts for equipment and furnishing of build- 
ings wel'e : 
Combination gas and electric fixturcs (Bennett Òl \Yright) 
Four elevators (Otis Bros., X ew York) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Fitting up ten vaults (Office Specialty Mnfg. Co.). . . . . . 
Library fittings, etc. 
 \Yilliam Simpson, Toronto). . . . . . 



21,991 
5,4
O 
4,500 
2.322 


't.5,20ö 
22,000 
11,770 
5,] 9
 


The formal opening of the new building and of the Legislature 
took place on the fourth of April, when the floor of the Chamber 
amì the y,uartette of gaUeries were crowded with representative 
citixens. Punctually at three o'clock, Lieutenant-Governor 
Kirkpatrick anù suite arrived at the main entrance from Govern- 
lIlcnt House, i1.ccompanied by a detachment of the Governor- 
General's Body Guard, while Company" 2 " of the Royal School 
of Infautry, with thcir band, formed a guard of honor near the 
entrance. Adjoining the building, the Toronto Field Battery 
Wets stationcd, and a salute of guns was tireù. A procession. 
formed at the main hall, consisting of the Lif'utenant-Governor 
aud suite and the Premicr, officers of the variou
 artillery, 
cavalry and infantry COl'PS of the city, judges of thp courts, 
cunsuls, city officials and others, paRsing up the grand entrance 
to the Cham bel'. 
The Lieutenant-Governor, un reaching the Throne, rcad the 
tirst Addrcss to thc mcmbers delivered in the new Chamber, and 
tIlt' fil'st indecd since his appointment to office. One uf the para- 
graph of till' Address i!=; givcn: (( It gives me great plea
ure to 
meet you us a Legislative Assembly for the first time since my 
appointment as Lieutenant-Governor; and it is peculiarly grati- 
fying that I am privilegcd to do so in thè
e beautiful buildings, 
now so nt'arly cumpleted, and 
o well adapted for your nccolll- 
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mo(Iation and the convenience of the public sprvice. I regret 
that the condition of the work did not admit uf my calling yon 
togdhcr at an parlier day. [t is to me a sourcc of historical in- 
terest to rememùer that I am addressing the Legislative AfI,- 
sembly of this province in the first ycar of the seconrl. century of 
the existencc of rcpresentative government in Canada. The pro- 
gress of events from the first Parliament, opened hy His Excel- 
lency, Governor Simcoe, at 
iagara, in 17U2, to the opening of 
this Parliament to-day, shows what great strides have Leen made 
towards the development of the country, and the enlargement of 
the pri\'ileges of citizew;hip under the Constitution given to us 
hy the Imperial Parliament. As a native of Ontario, an"d for 
many years connecteL1 with the public life of Canada, I rejoice to 
believe that under our pref"ent relations with tho Empire we can 
enjoy c\"ery right antI privilege necessary to the fnllpst exercise 
of self-gO\"ernment," 
\\'ith the reading of prayers by Kpeaker Ballantyne. and tIlt' 
b'ansaction of a few mattC'l"S of parliauwntary hm;iness, the sec- 
ond century of Ontario's legislative life \Va,s inaugurated under 
the happiest conditious, and in a huilding that is worthy of a 
wealthy. Hlh"ance<l awl pro;;ressi ve province. 
Another interesting feature following the opening exercises, 
which warrants H referencp, was the presentation to Sir Oliver 
l\Iowat of a life-Ri7.c portrait of l,i1l1
elf" executed by ,:\[1', Robert 
Harri
, of Montreal. In his felicitous reply, the ..Attorney-Gen- 
eral took occasion to review his long- ofliciallife, anlI, although of 
a personal nature, it merits a place in a wOl'k such as this. 
Sir Oliver said in n'ply :- 
"Mr. Christie and gcntlemcn,- [ am very grateful for the 
warm fet'lings towards me which are shown by your address. I 
do not preten.d to merit your eneollliums, hut 1 appreèiate deeply 
the spirit which has inspired them, I unclerstauJ that the por- 
trait whieh you do me the honor of presenting is pronounced by 
connoisseurs to be a success both m; a work of art anù a8 a good 
likeness. As a likeness it tells me that I look consiclerably older 
than 1 feel, though not older than I am, I cannot conceal from 
myself that a man in hiR 7:
l'(1 
'ear is an oM man. however little 
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Ill' may feel his .rears, awl many things to which my personal 
IIll'lJ\ory extends hack compel me to realize that I have haò al- 
rl'a.Iv a loner life. The l"t'cent sorrow which has come upon me 
ha..'S turned 
1.r thoughts involuntarily in that òirpction, awl I 
lia \ e hf'pn ('alling to mind that I ha \'e now ontlivetllll'arl.r all my 
I'al'l.,' contpmporaries and early aSf;ociate
, and lllan.r of later date. 
1 call to llIinrl that in illY own time and within my own memory 
;L transformation has hecn accolllplishe<<1 in the political condition 
of tlw provincf', and in en'l'ything that goes to make up a great 
awl a ci\'ilize<<l comlllunity. I l'l'melllber when neither our 1'1'0- 
\ inr Þ , nor an.r other British province, had responsible govern- 
lIH'nt, I rPIW'1lI bel' wlwn the cowluct of prO\'ineiaI atiitirs was 
not l,y the electpd rpIH"esentativps of the population, nOlO l.JY per- 
'I)IlS of tllf'ir appointing, or having their cOllfidencp [knew th(. 
IH'O\'ÍlIce \\'hl'n it had IlO Illtmicipal institutions, now known to 
11\' essential to local inÜ'rests and loral progrl's<,;. I knew tht' 1'1'0- 
\ incl' when the various churches, alllOIl
st which its people were 
distrihutefl, wI're not I'<<JuaI l,eforf' the law: when the estalllishefl 
ehUl'ch of old England \\'HS practicalI.r the estaLlisIH'd church 
here, and when thert' were claimed for it the exclusive rights 
:twl privileges of an psbtl.Jlishllll'nt. awl one-seventh of the whoIL' 
lanfl of the countlT' I rcnll'mlJPr tilt' province when tlU\I'l' was 
in it n'ot OIll' univl'rl--ity, not onp colIpge, anfl no S.rstf'Ill of puhlic 
-.chooIs, I rcml'lIl hcr w hen at e\ ery l' 1<< 'e1'; ÎJl then' was hut one 
pollillg place for a wholp county no matter how ext('nsive. wlwn 
the f'lection lastpd for a wPl,k, aIllI wht'll (cÀccpt in tuwn
) th(' 
Imly votprH WI'I'p fn'eholdl'I's. [rem('llIh('}. when tilt' pro\'incc 
Imtl lIot u mile of railway, nor I ht,'Ije\ p a Illih' of lIIacadamizl'rl 
ma<<l. I rel1lclIlher when the principal cities of till' presl'ut day 
\\ erp 1111t ,'illages-when this g-rcat city of Toronto wal'," Little 
York," allli its population \\ a
 thrcc or four thousand. J rf'lIIelU- 
Itpr whcll thr' whoII' provillcl' had-or was suppm;Pfl to han'-a 
popnlation of llUt ] .")O,OO(), alltl therefore Ipss than the population 
no\\ of Toronto alone. )[.r mI'I1IOJ',y thus goes baek of the tiult. 
wJH'1l I hegan tIll' l'racticp of my proff'ssion here a half century 
ago. TJu' city had thpn a population of hut 15,000, <tllll Uppl'r 
Ca.nada a population of hut half a miIIion, The ch:mt::"('s which 
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have taken place in our province in that half century have been 
very great. Its progreRs in population, in wealth, in education, 
in intelligence, in political freedom, and in most other things 
which serve to :make a country attractive and great, has in fact 
been enormous. · · · 
" \Vhile this progress haR been going OIl. what a disappearance 
there has been of the Inen I remember as in various ways helping 
it on. The politicians of my early days have all passed away, 
and very many of their successors have passed away too. So it 
has been with the clergy, the journalists, the bankers, the judges, 
the lawyers, and men of every otlwr class, whom I remember as 
prominent in thoRe days. 
" It was as an alderman of this city that [ began my public 
life some 2ü years ago. I was an alderman for the years 1857 
and 185K Only two of my associates in the city council are liv- 
ing now. Most of the electors, of both parties, who were active 
in securing my election, have gone also. 
" While still an alderman I was elected by the south riding of 
Ontario to a seat in the Legislative Assembly of the then pro- 
vince of Canada, and I remained a member untill accepted a 
vice-chancellorship in 1864. Of those who were IllY feIlow- 
members of the Legislature, very few are now living. I know of 
but one of them who is a member of the present Parliament of 
Canada. Not one (except myself) is a member of the present 
Legislative Assembly of Ontario. 
" So, of the first Ontario Cabinet under my premiership, 110t 
one is a member of the Cabinet now. Some honored and valued 
colleagues are dead, and others, honored and valued likewise, 
have, for reasons personal to themselves, gone into other avoca- 
tions. Not one colleague was parted with through any political 
difference, or any personal estrangement. Of the members of 
the Ontario Assembly elected in 18ü7, only one is a member of 
the present House. Of those who were members in 1872, when 
I myself became a member, I believe three only (besides myself) 
are members now. 
"It was with great hesitation that I left the Bench for the 
l..egislature and GO\Ternment, when I was invited by the then 
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Lièutcnant-Governor to take on me the position which I have 

incc heM. Ju(licial work was for me congenial work; aUfI it i
 
work which, when well and conscientiouRly done, is of great im- 
portance anù great value to the community. But I am glad now 
that I ma,}e the exchange, even though the new position ha
 in- 
\"olve,l (a
 you observe) tìn
lncial sacrifices. )Ioney is not every- 
thing: and the leaderRhip of a UovernlIlent which has the cOllfi- 
dt'llce of the people affords opportunity of rendering public ::;er- 
vice 
reater than the honorable position of a jUllge supplies. I 
llltbt bt,.lien' that the opportunity which I obtained of doing an 
incr....ased amonnt of good has not Leen thrown 
tway, or I would 
nut so long have been sustained in office hy the people of the 
province, nor woulll I he receiving to-day such an a(ldress as you 
ha ve presented to me. 
,. I am 
lad to ha\"e reblinet}lllY premier
hip l()n
 enough to 
8l'l' the erection and completion of thf' magnificent huil,ling ill 
which we are asscmbled, anll to take my place as premier of the 
province at the tÏrst scs"ion of the L4'gislature held here. The 
o('('a"ion is to HIe all the more interesting, as this day is the 19th 
annivl'rsary of the day 011 which the eldest of my honored col- 
leagues was sworn in as cOll1mis
ioner of public workR. Thi:, 
lmildillg. cn'ctc.l unde]' his carc ane I :-;upen'i
ion as Ruch commis- 

ic)))('r. will, as long as the building :--tal1lls, be a mOllUlllellt of his 
whninistrative al,ility, his energ-y and hi
 ecollomy. I lloullt if 
eVer }.dore any (;O\"Crlllllcnt had en'ctc(1 a Plll)lic huilding co:-;t- 
ing a million awl a (fllarter of dollarH without any ex.tras worth 
tlw ll.ll 11 C. 
0, I ;Ull glw I that you appreciate, <to.; [ (10, the lIleJ.its of all my 
coll...a
nl's in the (:O\-ernUlcnt. It gi n'H me p]p:tRUre at all time:, 
to llcar witnl'H
 that to them awl tIlt.ir prl'llecessors in the a. Imin- 
i...tration tIll' suCCess öf my long premiership has laq"
ely heen 
cl \1(' , 
"In answl'ring your adllress, I have put in words SOlHt' of the 
Illt:'ll1orit's \\ hich during- the last few wceks have heen comillg to 
l11e with unaecustOllll'll force. Rut they are not making me sup- 
po
,' that my lifp or itR work iH llear its el1ft That I hay\' 1\0 
ri::ht to assume, awl I llo not assume, I ha\"e hacl a. long paRt, 
1\ 
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b:It I look forward to having a future, also; and it may be a long" 
future, though not long a
 comparel.l with my past. \Yhatever 
of life awl capacity for puhlic usefulness may by di \"ine provid- 
I.'nce be continuell to me, I hOjw to (levote to the same public 
sen"ice, which has hall already BU many of the best years of my 
life. Ha\'ing the great R"lvantage of long experience in afii.tirH, 
I lJlay look for increasing mmfulnesH as long as bodily health and 
mental vigor rpmain unimpaired; and in this way I may hope to 
realize in Romp moderate measure the good wishes and kind an- 
ticipations which yúu have been please(l to express in your too 
:flattering at1llress. 1 should like to be remembere(l as a politician 
who waH faithful to public tluty, who used the machinery of party 
for the public good, who did what in his place he coull I to help 
the helplesR, to lighten the bur(len of the hea\'y-laden, to promote 
the comfort and well-being of the maSRPS of the people, and to 
make the wheels of lmsilH'RH activity and of in(lustry run 
smoothly an(l safely, for the common all vantage of all classes of 
the population. In all this I am sure that I have your sympathy, 
awl shall, as hitherto, have your support." 
As an appropriate conc1m
ion of this chapter, the names of the 
vitrious Cahinet 
linistl'rs Hince IHü7 to the present are given. 


CABIXET M I
ISTERS FRUM CUNFEDERATIOX. 


C(\lI'inetformed J(;th Jtdy, 18G7. 


Pro\'incÎal Treasurer, 


Hon, J. S. }Ia..donald, tl.C" 16th July, Ib(;;, to 19th Dec., 1871 
Hon. .J. Carling, 16th July, Ib(;7, to 19th Del'" 1871. 
Hon. K RiI.hards. Q C., Wth July, l
i, to 25th July, 1871. 
Hon. 
1. C, Cameron, \' C., 25th Jnl
, Ibil, to 19th Dec" 1871 
Hon, }1. C, Cameron, (l,C" 20th "ul
, 18Hi, to 25th Jul
, 1871. 
lion, R, Richards, tl,C" 25th July, Ib71, to 19th Dec., 1871. 
lion, E. B, Wood. (l.C., 20th ,Jul
, 18(;7, to 19th flec., 1871. 
?tlinistQ rt'signed Dec, 19, Ibi1. 


Premier amI Attorney General, 
Agriculture and PuLlic Works, 
Crown [..and", 


Pro\iw.ial ReC'retar
, 


Cabinet formed 20th December. 1871. 


\'ro\Ïncial Treaburer, 
Attorne
 Geneml, 
A:.:-r;culture and PuhliC' WOI'h". 


Hon. Edward Blake, 
,C" 
lion. A, }Iackenzie, 
Hon. Peter l:OW, 
lion, A, !>Iaekenzie. 
lion, Adam Crooks, (,Þ,C" 
lion, A. MeRellar, 


20th Dec" Ibil, to 25th Oet" 1872, 
20th ]lec., Ib;I, to 21st Dec., 1871. 
21st nec" 1871, to 25th O(.t., 1872. 
2115t Dec" 1871. to 25th lkt,. 1872. 
20th (kt.. 1871, to 25th Oct" 1872, 
20th (kt., 1
;1, to 25th Oct., Ib72. 


}'relllier amI President of Council, 
1'1'0\ in(.ial f'('cretar;\, 


Minist),
 l'I.,..iI!IIN! OC't. 25. 1&;2. 




 l
 I 
" 
t I : / ,. 
, 1 r;-- 
:I f #, -.
 " 
)" 
...... 
 
t'k , , '.. " <' 
t 
- 'J 
.. 
 '.. .
 ,I. 
-: /, \ 
, " ", ."'" 
. f f 
A.' * . ,
 :.r ",J 
t l 
\ 
......"" 
--1" J 
( 
í " M 
0) 
l rI) 
.-4 

 
CII 
ø 
1ÇJ .. :E 
Q\ 
j r #A 0 
f I --.. 0 
! 
 5 
\ 
 
0 
. CII 


 '" 
...... E-t 
L 


) 
í 
.... f .) 
- 
, '4"
 
" .. \ ,J 
, ''tfo, 
L 

 '
4 
.... , 
I' :\- . 

 . 
 t} t 
... 
. !rt 
... 
1+ '-' 

 
;- J 
,"" .
 .. 
 
, ...... 
" 
... ' 
'. \- 



A }{pw E,'(( (tod ({ New BuilrlÜl:J. 


123 


Premier ami Attorne) (:ene.-al, 
Pro\ ill< ial I'l'cretar). 


CafJinet formed O<'f{)hn :lI"', 187!. f1/
d Jfembe,.,tsillce adde l 


\
ri"ulture and Provo 81"")" 


PrO\ indal Trl'a
urer, 


Pro\, Trt'.Lsurer an.1 .-\!!rj,'ulture, 


.-\
ri..ulture allli PuIJJi" "orks, 
A
ri"ulturl', 


Public \\ ork!o, 
('ro" n Lam!!', 


Education, 


\\ ithout Portfolio, 


J'rullier and Attome) General. 
( 'orJImi""ioner of Cro" n Land." 
Cummi

ioner of PuhJie \\ orks, 
Pro\ incial Sl" 'retal') . 
Pro\inf'Íal Trea.!!urer, 
Minillter of Education, 
\Iinistl'r of AI-riculture, 
\\ itholl( Portfolio. 


lion. Sir O. 
IO\, .Lt. ll,f".. :1]st (kt, , 1872 to dau>,. 
lion, T, B. I'af"tlcc. 25th O.'t., ]872, to 2;;th XO\" ]573, 
lion, C. F. Fra"er, tl,('" 2:th 1\0\" ]873, to 4th Al'l ii, 1874. 
Hon. A, 8. liard), ]9th )lr-h" ]877, to h,th Jan., 18
9 
lion. .1. \1. (;jbson, ll,(' ] 
th Jan.. ]bðU to date, 
11011, A, 
"'hellar, 4th -\l'ril, 1
74, to 24th ,Jul) , 11:$75, 
lion. S. ('. WOOl I, )Iarl"h, ]877, to 2nd June, l
i3, 
lion, -\,I.Llu ('rook"., 
,C., 2ãth Or-t., ]
72, to 24th )leh" L877, 
lion, So (', Woo I, )I:Lrch, L:,.7, to 2nd June, bd1, 
Hon, l{, Har,'ourt, 3(1th Sept, ]:,!)() to date, 
lion, .J.Lllle<< Young-, 211I1 ,June. l&o:
, to ]st XO\ '. 18/),1- 
lion, -\. )1. \(o"". 1\0\., H,
:J, to 14th June, Ib"9(), 
110:1. -\, \1.. he liar, in pre\ ious ('ahinet, to 4th ,\pril, 1874. 
Hon, (,h
, Dl'Ilr). h.t )Ia) , 1

, to 
'th Sept., ]I:!!}(j, 
lion. .Iohn 1Ir:- den, 30th St'pt., 1:,!)0 to date, 
l1on, C. F, F,.lsl'r, 4th .-\pril, ]874 to date, 
lion, R. W, Seott. 7th :'\.0\" 11;72, to 7th XO\" 1
 J. 
lion. T. B. Pardet'o 4th Dee" ]ö.3, to Dee.. ISI'
. 
lion, A, S, liard), 
,C., ]ðth .Jan" Ibð9 to datt'. 
IIon. Adam Crooks, t
,C'., Hlth Feb,. ]
7(j, to 23rd :'\.0\'., l'l'i:
 
IIon. (;, W. l{(J
", 23rd XO\., ISð3 to date. 
lion, E. II. Bron<<on, JOth Sept.. ]
)O to datt', 


l'reS('/Lt Cabinet, 


Hon, Sir Oli\(!r )Iowat, Q.C'. K.('.)U:, 
lion. -\, K II:LTlI). <<.J.C, 
11011, C fo', Fra>.er, <<.J.C. 
Hun, .J..hn )1. C:ib
oll, Q.C', 
Hon, Ki('hard lIarcourt, Q,(', 
lion. G. W. RO'N, 
11011, .Juhn Dryden, 
lion, Eo H. Bron",oll. 
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THEX .\xn XO\\", 


17!J2-IHH2. 

 HE close of the first century of Ontariu's existence "" 

 '
 

 a separate province is a fitting time for a review of 
, ' its history an<< I development, but volumcs instead of 
" pages would be require!l to fully rcconl all that hab 
',', ' transpired between the holding of the first Parliament on 

 Xiagara's banks, and the session of the Legislature now 
bcing held in its new home, or to adC(ll.1ately measure the 
effect of the legislation that has emanated from the Legislative 
Chambers of the four Parliament buillling:-: referred to in this 
work. That is a task awaiting the historian. The most that 
need be attemptNI here is the institution of a few comparisow; 
between the Thell and the Xow, as aff(-Jrlliug a gauge by which 
Ontario's progrest; and growth can lIe measure(l on a few lines, 
as reg'ëu'<!S le
ðslation, metho!b of goverl1lllellt, religious privi- 
leges, or lack of privileges, society, slavcry, the treatmcnt of the 
Illllians, trade an<<l COllllnerce, the disposition of crown land.s, anll 
other topics. For this purpose,refercnce is confinel1 chieHy to the 
first decal Ie of our provincial history. 
In the carly <laYH of Ontario's parliaml'ntary life, the Indian 
<<lucstion was an en
r-present prohlem, anll a frclplcnt subject of 
state correspowlence, in which Brant's name played a prominent 
part. Councib of Iwliaus ëtllli conferenccs with representatives 
of the British awl AIllCI.icftll Governments wcre often held, the 
main éffiJrt on the part of hoth heing to hold the tribes to an al- 
legiance to their reðpl'cti \"e countries. Simcoe's suggestion made 
in 17!);
 to 11l1tlÜ' the pre!-wnt site of the city of Lomlon the capital 
124 
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of tht' province waf-; chietly ha
ed upon the importance of having 
the seat of nOVerJl111ent where it would to some extent diviùe the 
I nclian trihes in TT pper Canada, sel'arfl ting the 
I oha w ks on the 
(;,'awl Ri\"er from their feHow r(>(l-men in the nortllf'rn anti west- 
f"'U part of the province. 
TIlf' British OO\"ernlllent of that (lay was keenly alive to the 
([ut'stion of the settlf'lllt'nt of the boundaries lletween Canarla and 
the l Tnite(l State
 being ha.stened, so as to pre\"ent the Indian!' 
from coming into possession of :-my space IJetween the two coun- 
tries awl thus jeopar(lizing the peace of lloth. 

imcoe recognised the difficulty of retaining the affections of 
the Indian
, so as not to gin. prdext to tIlt' l"nitt'd 
tates Go\"- 
erJllncnt to hegin hostilitief.i <<.lg:aiust Canada. CommissiOlll'rf-; 
from t}w lTnite,l States helù prolollged councils with the Indians 
at Newark, Butt
\'lo Creek, Saginaw awl other poi ntH, all with 
tIlt' int..nt, as has been said, of wooing tlH'1ll into an American al- 
liancf'. In 1 ïH:
, three great councils were held at X t'wark. in 
the presence of the Gon
rllor, tIll" Iwliau COlllmissioller!' aIllI the 
I)tticers of the gaJTison, .=)0 chiefs ha\"ing- come 1'i(l Fort Erip t() 
attpwl it, The commissioners wert' gi\"l'Il a Lelt of wmnpHlll, and 
the cÚUllcil filljourllell to Sandusky ill .J uly of 1 ïH:J. no less than 
;{OO chiefs of tilt' St'H'n Xations pai'sing throug'h 1\ l'wark on their 
way to the (
rallll ('oullcii. Thus tilt' gallie l'f (liplolllacy, if not 
of duplicity, 011 the part of SOllle, wa
 played until tIll' war of 
J Sl 
 di\"ided hoth white awl red into oppoHing rank
. 
A kt't'll COllll)(.tition was also ctllTied on for Yt'ars lu:b,"eeH the 
British and A'llel'ican Gon','nlilents in the presentatioll l'f gifts 
tll such of the 11lIliaHs as Were 
uspectetl of heing opt'n Ìl> intlu- 
"nct'S of that charactt'r, Tlw Americalls showered prest'nt:-o npoll 
them, awl (}f the t:tiO,OOO gi\"t'n Hllnually Ly thl' Imperial (;0\'- 
1""nlIlellt for themailltt.I11Ulce of thl' d('Pat.tlllf'nt of Iwlian athlirs 
in {T pper t \wada. a certam proportioll was set apart for till' pur- 
('hast' of muskets, powùer, knives, tomahawks, mirrors, awl otht....r 
articl('s tIpar to thl' heart of tht, TllIliau. Flags, with th,,' arms of 
the province printetl on t1lt'm, \n'n' di!'tril J uted with the oLjt.:'<'Ì, 
nl' (Iou Lt, of inculcating' loyalty. Sih-er lIletlalH were gi n'n u way 
ill con
itlt'rablt.' 1111111 lwr:-o, allll tIlt' )[ohawk ehureh on tllt.:' (
n\lld 
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River reserve wa.." prcRentell with a communion service of solid 
sih"er. which is f;till in use. Simcoe Wt\$ admonished to diK- 
tribute tlw giftf; " with economy and pfflX.t." It was also deciflt'll 
to ll
stow the King"R bounty on the }ueh.y 1 t'cipients with every 
possible ceremony. and whell the I omp of tIll' Ho1<li('l'y of X{'wark 
or Y orh. was a(l..1('(l to tllt' picturt.'s(}lwness of an Indian council, 
with feather-bedpcked awl scalp-adornerl ('hiers, the effect can 
eaf-,;ly h. imagined ê\S tlramatic HIlII imIH't'Hsive. 
Brant's loyalty to Great Britain is J'eg-arded as a historical fact, 
but that there were fears the AlUpl"ieaUH would induce him to 
throw his influence on theil' I-:ide is evidencpd hy tlIP hestowal 
upon his wife of a pen
ion in case of Br
tnt's tlt'ath, after which 
Simcoe åtlds :-:igni1icant1y: "This may secure his fidelity. He 
is not so respectful m.. he ought to he," He waH chargt'd from 
time to time with treasonable uttprancef-. which were, it is to he 
supposed, among" the impropt'l. liberties' of speech of which he 
was guilty. In fact. lllisundel"xtundings were the rule h.-tween 
Brant and the PpP
'r C;lwL(lian authorities frolll the inception of 
the province. Brant's si(lt' of the question is ahly set forth ill H. 
petiti')Il which h, l1l\'sl\ntt'd to tIle Hol1",;
' of _\ ""'
m },ly in I KüH : 


1'0 the Hono"'(lIJl(', tite COHtillO'ìì."I 1I0ll8(} of .rls8cmMy, in Pu.'rlia- 
IItent A8.'wmù(cd, the jwtilioÎl of CopfuLH Ju
el,1t B7'allf, 
RESl'ECTFlJLLY SUEWETH, That in the year] 775, \\ hen tht\ war 
l,etweeu Great Britain awl her colonips had conllllCllceJ, the 
jlohawk llation, always f.lithfnl to the eaUHe of the King, took It 
dl'ci(lclI aw.l active part, aud lea\'ing theil' families to the nlercy 
of the cllcmy, hronght off the Indian department throug'h a ho.<.,- 
tile country into Canadêl, where their conduct was highly ap- 
pro\'ed Ly Sir (iuy CadetoD, ,,"ho, ill a puhliC' council with tlw 
Indians, desired them to take up the hatchet and defelHl tlwir 
right
: he then solemnly engage(l that we 
houhl be amply re- 
munerated for an
' losses we might sustaill flm'jug the war. Some 
years after, when it was foreseen that tJlP contest was likely to 
take an unfavorable turn, we stated our situation to the late Sir 
Frederick Haldiumnd, then Oon-rnor and COlllJlIander-in-Chief, 
;l11tl rOllucxte(1 a confirmation of General Carleton's promise, 1,y 
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which it was understood that the Indians who had lost their 
lands should receive an equivalent in this country, and at all 
events have them as fully confirmed as those tJley were posF;essed 
of before the war; and the gr1.wt which we afterwards obtained 
is now before your Honorable House. The lantIs thus grantetl, 
although from the quantity and situation Ly no means an equi- 
valent for our losses, we cheerfully accepted in full confidence 
that they should Ill' our own property, at least as much so as 
those We hall sacrificed by joining the British 
tandarù at the 
cOJJ\lnenCPHH'nt of the war. Aft
r tllUs ohtaining these lantIs, 
we. with the approbation of (il'neral Haltlimand, settIetl some 
white familip:', on the tract (many of whom had selTed with us) 
for the purpose of making roads and teaching our people the 
benefits of a
riculture. I am Rorry to say that our grievances 
cOlnlllencell upon the establishment of the present (:overnment 
of Upper Canada, ùy whom it was contemplated to curtail us of 
a gn-'at part of this tract. COllsi,lering oursekcs under the pl'O- 
tection of His 
h\jesty, it becomes a (luty we owe to ourseln
s 
awl our posterity, candidly to state the tlifficuUies we lal)or uuder. 
})ivi
ions have been fomenh'.l aUlOngst the Indians. That a 
slIlall spot of ground of so little ('onse'luence to the British nation 
:--hould ùecome a JIIatter of contention we cannot SllppO
f' to be 
their intention, hut if unfortunately for us this should bc the 
cao.;e, awl if l'n'r this 
Hlall tract is cOJlsidere,1 as too large for thl' 
former ::,èrviccs and losses of the IJlIlianH, in <<
od's nallle let them 

lIntirHl the one-half. \\T e are awan' that all representations of 
thiH natun' should come through tlw Indian (Icpa.rtment, hut as 
tlu.y ha\'e long since ceased frOlll paying attcntion to our COIll- 
plaints, We are under tlH
 nece1--sity of appealing to your Honorahle 
Honst' in hop!.'!; of obtaining relief through Imch llleans as you in 
your wislloJl} shall see tit. 


(hl hehalf of the Inllinns. 
(Signed) ,JOSEPH BH.\
T. 
Agel'" 


Simcop awl his :--UC('('S80rs, on the other hantI, o
jected to grant- 
in
 patl'nts to AllI('I'ieans to WhOIH Brant 11tul soII110t::-;, on the 
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ground that the establishlnent of an alien population in the heart 
of the pro\Tince would be inimical to its hf'st interests, if not its 
:--afety. The matter was finally settled by t.he issuance of pat- 
ents covering three townships of the Fi\-e Natiom;' tract, 011 the 
condition that the settlers shouhl take the oath of allegiance. 
Brant had, during the progress of the dispute, buastea of his 
power oyer the militia, and had made a speech at a council where 
he lleld up the Executive GovernlllPnt to contempt. The wily 
chief also sought re\'enge on President RU&lSell by charging him 
with ha\Ting acquired an undue amount of land in the dcinity 
of York. This may account for Russell':-; letter to 'Yhitehall, 
where he says Brant was rude lleyond eXCUSe in having refused 
to dine with him, after having accepteLl his invitation, and in 
which he maliciously C'ondudf's: " Although cunning, Brant is 
thrown off his guard by liquor or impatiellce of controL" 
Tlms one of the most harassing difficulties connecteel with the 
aelministration of the province early in the century, has not only 
heen sohTeel, but that department of GO\-ermnental control trans- 
fen'eel to the Dominion Parliament and Executive. 
Our parliamentary predecessors had further to deal with the 
vexed elUt-'stion of the allotment of lanels in a new C'O\llltr.r as 
well as the clergy re
erveH, which diRturbe,1 the public tralllluil- 
lity for nearly two generatiuns, llut before they became a s'lll
iect 
of eliHcu
sion ànd agitation the early rulers had in their own 
hawls thp. apportionlJwnt. of ('1"0\\"11 la n .]<;: t,o t hl' rniteel Empire 
Loyalists, anel from this also arose scandals ar:e( charges of unjust 
aIllI unfair discrimination. Simcoe profes
e,l to lIe anxious to 
pren-'nt the land-grab1ling which prentileel in tllf' 'Cnitl.d :--\tates, 
where ,rashington was ad\-ertising- his I a III I as," the Creàlll of the 
country," and to that end opposed the granting of large blocks, 
in that it had a. bàll effect upon ')ollo .tide settlprs, For thi-; rea- 
son he refused the N orth- ". est Company a grant of what i:-; now 
Sault Stè. Marie. But serious abuses crept in notwithstallliing, 
and in spite of the f':-\tal,lishment of land hoarcls in the ntrious 
districts, indeed some writers aCCUse Peter Russell of" fpathering 
his own TIf'st" in thiR connection, as Brant had chat'gee1. (;0\"- 
prnor Huntpr, who succeeelc(l Russell, in a prinlte lette-r t(J the 
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King, had thi
 to Hay of his predece

or: "H<lcl it depl'llcled upon 
RUSHl'll, he would have granted Iancls to the cleyil and all his 
family (a
 good loyalists), prO\'ided they could ha\'e paid the fee
." 
During the firHt fi\-e yearR frem 17!12 to 17nT, the e. E. Loyalist& 
had recC'i\'C'cll00,OOO <lcres of land. It was first intended that only 
the original loyalists, with their imlllcdiate clescendauts of 
ons or 
daughters, should recei\-e g"rant:-;, l,ut this rule was so far depart- 
('(1 from as to IH-'ce!--:sibltl' after a time a \-ig:orous appliC'lttion of 
the original rule. 
Among the recipient
 of land grants, 
imcoe himself receive(l 
.).000 acres as a colonel of the (luel>IÙ; Rallger!--:. Benedict Arnold 
al'plic(l for a large area. on tilt' ground of military services-un 
les:-;t han .)0,000 acreH-IJllt SiulCoe reported that Ill-' was a charac- 
ter C''\.tl'l'mely oll1loxious to the original loyalists of Anu"rica. 
I-I is al'l'lieation was thc'refore n.hu,,;p,I, although his l'fo,tl:tte nlti- 
IJlaÜ']y J"l'eeiyecl 5,000 acres in the township of Uwil1imllHlT' 
\\ïlli<ulI Bc']'czy obtained u grant of ü-t.,oùO acrc's in the township 
of 
Iarkham, and In'ought a colony there 
rom Xew York 
tate. 
The Count de Puissaye, on the other hand, faill'cl in hi!'" attempt 
to setth. a colony of French loyalist:--.. 
1'11(" a
.gr('g-ate of g.'ants Inade to iwli\'icluals, l'\:eruti\'t' l"ou]lcil- 
lors, offir('rs, 
olclicrs, militia claiHlaJlt
, anò' rt'fugees from tht:' 
{Tnited States, at last aUlOUntl'tl to Hearly half the surn-Yt:'flland 
in tlw }lrm-inC'p, awl tIll' a1111
eS CC)]llwcted with the aclHlini
tratif)n 
of thc' }lulllif' lands was one of the fo,trongest argUJIlt'nt
 fith-anced 
by Lord Durham in recollHuending the constitutional chilngvs 
which resulted in the passage of the Cnion Ad. ' 
Thp original Crown area of Ppper Canada consisted of nearly 
127,000,000 ttC', I"f'S or nearly 2UO,000 SqUfiJ'è mile!"'. ( )f thi:-;. -t-:
,- 
000,000 ac)"ps ha\'t' Lf'cn RUJTl',}'ed, 
l'ttlecl atid cultintt,.d and o\"er 

:tooo,OO() ;lcn's (includiug tllc water area) j
 still unsm'\'èYl'cl. 
Bt't\\\"cn 17!12 awl 1 :-;:
!I, Crown lawls Wl'J't' ,li!"'posl'cl of :\:'=- 
follows :- 


A uthoritieil. .1 rre" grantnL 
Warrants nnd tìats, under old regulations :!,4G4,SOO 
.. " under new regula.tions , HI.ï,I.)fJ 
r nited Empire and Militia claimants. , .. :?,h4(),I.IOO 



] :jO 


Onlario'8 Purliamenl Buil,Ji n[].
. 


_1 III horitir.
. 


A ere.'! arallted. 
(j(j;), .")00 
8
1i.800 
1)),900 
!)ì8,400 
6
, I UO 
221,100 
13,7UO 
40,100 
ï02,700 
126,924 
32, S()() 
2,00 0 



I ilitia, certificale
. . 
f'cttlersto IS19........,.... ..,.......,.,.,.... 
Gratuitous grants, warnLllts. , . , . .. ".,...,'.,.,........... 
Grants, (jth July. ISO t, ..".,..."""." , . . .. . , , , . 
Land Board tÌats, , 
Militia, .' ....,. .,.... 
Scotch Emigrants s
nt out, by (jovernment warrants. , .. ..... 
Peter Roh;nson's settlf'rs' tÌa,ts. , , , . . . .. , . . . . . . ., , . . , , . . . . . . . 
Officers' and Soldiers' ,\ armllis, , . . . . . , . . . . . . , ., . , . . , . . . . . . . 
Officers of regula.r Army and Na\.y.............. ,....,.. 
\Yarranrs for Ian.) wit hout pUl'chase. . . . 
\\' arrdonts for land by pUl'chase ,...... ........,...'"...,. 


Total, . . . . , . , . 


S,399,9ì -t 


By 17!)S, when thE' province was divide(l into counties and 
distrid:-;, the four original tlistricts of the provincc contaiIlcfl 
twenty-three counties, and one hundred awl fifty-eight townships, 
'::;0 rapillly hafl municipal organization proceeded since 17n
. 
To-day, a:-; a striking evidence of thc growth of a cen
ury, Ontario 
has forty-five counties, with over eight hundred townships. 
The follùwing is a list of the ConllllissiOl
crs of Crown Lawls 
from the C"niou till the pre:scnt time, with years of ottice : 
Hon. R, B. Sullivnll, lR41: Hon. John Daviflsun, lS41-2; 
Hon. A. X. 
l()rin. IH-+2-3: Hon. D. P. Papineau, IH44-7; HOIl, 

J ohn A. .Macdonald, 1
..J,7 -s: H ùn. .J. H. Price, lK..tK-;j 1 : HOll. 
Juhn Rolph. 1
.j 1 -.'5:{: Hon. Louis Y. Sicotte, 1H.5:3: Hon. A. 1'\. 

Ioriu. 1K.):
-.).'5: HOll. .Joseph Caucholl, lS55-57 : Hon. E. P. Taché, 
IS.57. HOIl. L, r. Sicotte, 11'1.'57-.')1'1: Hon. A. A. Dorion, 18.'51'1: 
Hon. P. 
l. \rankoughnet, 18.')S-li2: HOll. Oeorgc 
herwoufl, HHi
 ; 
Hon. \YIIt. l\lcDougall. lK()2-ti4: Hon. ,Alexander Campbell, lRG-+- 
,.j'j 
 H"B. :--\tephell Riçharfls, 1 Sli7 -71 : Hon. 
I. C. Cameron, 1871 ; 
HOIl. n. \Y. Scott, 1
71-7:3: HUll. T. B. Parflce, lK73-K
): HOIl. 
Arthur S. Hal',ly, prl'Hl'ut occupant sincc IS!) 1. 

o more striking ('ontra
t hf'tweell " His MajcRty's Pro"ince of 
Upper Camlfla" uf 17!)2 and tile Ontario of IS92, need be atiord. 
-ed than a short topogra.phical description published in 179D, by 
D, "T. Smyth, the Surveyor-( 
eneral of the "Gpper Canadian Pro- 
vinct'. UPOB ill:-;tructions frol1l Major-Ueneral :-;imcoe, which em- 
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pha.ç;izes the fcw points of population or sdtlL ment in the vast arra 
coni} ,rising e pper Canada. As the proclamation of .r uly J 6t h, 
17!-Þ2, shows, the province was :mb-di,'ide(l into nineteen districts. 
\rhat is now Brant county was then an Indian reservation, 
with Lincoln amI York as ncigh10rs on the sùuth and north-east. 
Kent county took in" all the country not already included in 
the several counties herein ùescriLed: extenùing northward to 
the hounllary Iiw. of Hudson's Bay, inclUtling aU the territory to 
tIll" westward and south \,"a,rll of the said line, to the UtIllOst ex- 
tent of the country cOllllllonly known ùy the name of Canada." 
This district sent two repn'selltatin>::; to thc local Parliamcnt. 
Kingston had then become a purt, awl a point of comparati,'e im- 
portance, while the shores of the Bay of 
uintè Imll become 
fairly wl'll sl'ttll.d hy U. E. Loyalists. Toronto's lHlalHl was tlwn 
a pt.ninsula, callt.d (Wmdta.. Point, with stores awl hlockhouses 
cUllllnawling the entrance to thl' harbor. "The Ri,Ter Don," says 
the ga/.ettcl'r attacll(.d to the maps," empties into the har1JOr a 
little ahovl' Ulf' town, rUllllillg through fI, lllarsh which, wh
n 
drained, will afford beautiful all'1 fl'ltile ml'mlows." SettlPlllPllt 
in tlH' \'ieillity of Burlington kay \Våö eonnneù to the heach, 
where an old-tinH' inn, the King's H('ad, had hecll built 11)' order 
of the ('ver-watchful Himcol'. Xiagara, at this time, containè,l 
1.")0 houses, while military posts were situate at Queenston, 
('hipl'('wa awl FOI.t Eric. The nurth :ÛlOre of Lake Erie had only 
a few sl'ttll'lllellts until .Amherstlmrg-another llIilitary post- 
wn...
 reachcd. Fiftl'en milcH up thc Thames the Ritl' of Chatham 
had bepn ('hosen hy 
illl('oe, aH had London, at the main forks of 
thf' RalllC ri,'er. 
lichil(,Ulackilla(', caIlecl hy the CalUu.1ians La 
{ ;rossc Isle, was all'o a part of the vast dmllam of the new province. 
Oue of th.. earliest sigus of a democratic spirit in the province 
is sPcn in tlH' e O lTespoIHlcllce IJetwecu Silllcoc awl ])uJHlas, tht' 
forrnl'l"luwing found that the spiritof thl' YOullgcountrywas against 
th(' elt'etion of half-pay officers, and in favor of llu'n u'lw d111pd 
in nnnrnoll 1{,itl, fIH';r 
('r'l:a IIl.'-I! This did not prevt'ut him frOlIl 
indulging in a lit.tle elt'etiOlll'l'ring, pn'sUJwthly in his own intPJ"- 
I':-.ts, a'-', in the :--.allll' letter, lIP congratulatl's hinlbclf on having 
h.,pn enabled to secure the rd1lJ1 I a.t Killg:-toll of 
1r. "'hitl'. 
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his Attorney-Ut'neral, though he wa" defeate(l at a later f'lection, 
when the (;on'rnment paiel all the expt'nHes incurred by tlw 
.lefeateel melUber. As to the composition of the two Houses, 
tht:' memllcrs of the Assembly wel"(' actin' awl zealous for par- 
ticular measures, which were, in the Governor's opinion, improper 
awl futile, while they iwlulged in over-liherality in pro\-iding fur 
the officerH of tlw Huuse, anel he concluded, therefore, that the 
Lt.gislati\-e Council, 1eing cautious amI moderate, woul(l c.onsti- 
tute a \"aluahle check upon precipitate measures. This allegpel 
'. over-liberality" is hardly consistent with the scores of applica- 
tions for increase of salary that found their way to England, not 
alone from the ci\'il 
ervants of that day, 1 J ut from president.s, 
a,lministrators and juclges. 
Simcoe evidently regarde(l the hill for imposing a ta
 on !-.pirits 
to prOfluce .tl,.')OO as one of the" precipitate meaHures," the rèjec- 
tion of which cau
ed no little reSf'ntment on the part of the mem- 
1lers. A bill aelopting the elective principle in town aft
Ür.. he 
succecelecl in having pm
tponed. "Fcnce-\"iewers" were ('\'Cn 
among tho
e to receivp office 11Y dection. An" ill-digested hill" 
to make irregular marriages \'aliel was only withdrawn on the 
promise that a proppr 1ill should he pn'pare(l for the next sb-.
ion, 
which was (lone an(l passeel. Simcoe's chit'f ft'Hl' seelllPd to lIe " tlw 
,lisposition of the AsseIJlhly to make matrimony a much less 
solemn or guarded contract tha.n good policy woulel justify:' The 
lUem1ers had their turn at rejecting meaHures, the propOð(l.l to 
adopt a county rate for county purpoRt'S heing'dl'feated OIl the 
plea that it woulel prevent emigration. "All argument wa
 llse- 
les
," writeR thè (jovernor, "as thp Illl'mht'rs were all lancl- 
holders." 
If the electors were hent on returning memllf'rR " who elined in 
common with their sernwts," the Governor was on the other hawl 
olnxious to "promote an aristocracy," as IH' tt'rml'(l it, appointing 
lieutenants to the populouH countips, who in turn had the right to 
appoint magistrates amI military otticen
 under them. 
He was also iUlpresseel with the unsati
fêLctory ecclesiastical 
I'bÜl' of the Pro\'ince, and asked the HOllie (1on'rmlll'nt to aiel in 
nducing tlH' SOil'; of J"l.specta1,le sl'ttlers to offer themsf'h-e<;; fur 
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ordination. DUlHlaH himself, writing to 
il11coe from ""hitehall, 
thought it was eminently pl:oper "to give encouragement to 
clergymen of good raoral.'1 and souIlII principles." 
In this connection, a report of the Hon. Richard Cartwright, 
onè of the Legi:.;lative Councillors, on "The 
larriage Law in 
Ppp(.r CalUt,la," ma,lp in 1792, is given as aHording an intert'Ht- 
ing: point of comparison with the religious privileges enjoyed in 
1 SH:t 


"Repurt un the :-mlJject uf .Marriages and the 
tate of the 
Church (If Englawl in the Province of epper Canada, hum- 
hly submitted. to HiH Excellency Governor Simcoe. 
.. The Country now Lippcr Canada was not settlell or culti,"- 
atcil in any part except the settlement of Detroit, tiIl17t;-t, when 
the several Provincial Corps doiug duty in the Province of <.Jue- 
bl'C wt're re(luced, and together with lllauy Loyalists frOll1 :New 
York estaLlished in Ilitterent Parts of this Province, chietty 
along the Ri,"er St. Lawrence awl the Hay of cJuenti. In tilt' 
IIlL'anwhilf> from the year 1777 many falllilier.; of the Loyalil"it:-- 
belonging to Butler's Rangers, the Hoyal Yorkers, Indian Dl'- 
part1Jlt'nt awl othpr Corps doing Duty at the Upper Posts, heul 
from Time to TiIlH' come into thc country, and lIlany J'oung 
\romt-'n of thc:,e Fal11iIies were contracted in )larriage which 
coulllllot be regularl.r solemnize, I, tlwre being- no Clergymen at 
the Posts, nor in the whole country hct'n
en them awl )lont- 
real. The practice in Huch caseH usually was to go Lefore the 
Otiict'r CommluHlillg the Post who ]Juhlickly read to the parties 
the 
latrilllonial 
('rvic(' in the Book of Common Prayer, using 
the ring allll oh
cn'ing the otlH'r forlllH there prescribed: or it' 
hi' Iledined it, as was HOllldillll':-; the case, it was ,.lone Ly the 

\'
iutant
 of the l{t'g-imcnt. After the :-;ettlements were forme'} 
ill 17
+ the .T ustices of the Pl'èlce used to perform the 
lalTiag-" 
CCrt'lJlOny till thl' estahlislHllent of Clerg-ymcn in the Country, 
wht'n thi:-; practice adopte, I onl,v froll1 nl'('essit.r hath lleen ,liH- 
('ontinul',l in the Districts wh('re CI..rgynlen rt'
ide. ThiH iH not 
yet. the CUHI' with tlU'lll all. for though the two lower Districts 
have hlllleaeh of t.lll'nl a ProteHtant. Clergyman sincc the yea.r 
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17
6, it is but a few months since this (NasH
tu or HOUlC) Dis- 
trict hath been provider! with onc; and the \Vextl-rn Dj".;tr-ict in 
which the settlemcnt of Dctroit is incllHll'(l, is to this Hay dcsti- 
tute of that useful and respectal , lc (h(ler of IIleIl . yet tlH.' Town 
of Detroit is aud has ueen since thc Conquest of Canada inhal,- 
iteJ for the most part by Trallers of the Protestant Religion who 
reside there with their Families, amI among whom mal1Y Inter- 
marriages have taken place, which fOrInerly wt're sult'U1nize...l hy 
the COIlnnan(ling Officer, or some other Layman occasionally ap- 
pointed hy the Inhahitants for reading prayers to thf'1l1 on Sun- 
days, but of läte more commonly by the Magistrates, since Mag- 
istrates han
 he en appointed for that District. 
" From the
e circumstances it has happenPll that the .Marriagps 
of the generality of the Inhabitants of Ppper Canada are not 
valid in Law, awl that their children must stricto jure be con- 
Hidered as illegitimate an(l conse(Jlwntly not intitlerl to inherit 
their property. Indeed this would h:we hecn the case, in my 
opinion, hall the 
Jarriage Ceremony been performed even by a 
regular ClergyrÍ1an, and with due Ohspn'aJH
f' of all the Forms 
prescribed by the l..aws of England. For tile clam
e in tlw Act 
of the l.J.th year of His Prcsent Majesty for regulating the Uov- 
t'rnment of Quehec which Ileclares 'That in all case:-; of Contro- 
, versy relati\?e to Propcrty and Civil Rights, rPHort shall he had 
, to the Laws of Cana(la as the rule for the decision of the same,' 
appears to me to invalidate all Marriagl's not solemnized accord- 
inO' to the Rites of the Church of Rome. f,O far as these }/Jar- 
1:1 
ria
es are considered as giving any Title to propprty. 
" Su
h heing the case it is ohvious that it requires the Inter- 
position of the Legislature as wen to settle what. is paRt as to 
provide Rome Regulations for Uw future, in fril,ming of which it 
should be cOllsidert>a that goo(l policy l'p<{uirps that in a new 
Country at least, matrimonial Connections should be made a
 
casy as Ulay be con
istent with the Importance of such Engage- 
ments; awl having pledged myself to hring this Businpss for- 
ward early in the next Session, I am le(l to hope thil,t Your 
Excellcncy will makp such Rcprcscntations to His 
laJesty's 
Ministers as will indu<. ihem to com;ent to 
uch arrHugem('nts 
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respecting thi
 Busin('ss a<;; tIlt' ('ircumstaucl'f.: nf thl' Country 
lllay rendeJ' expedient, 
leasures fot' thi" pm'post' ha\"ing been 
l)ostponed only hecause they might lIe thought to in!t'rfere with 
their Views respecting the (1lcrgy of tilt' Estahlisluuellt. 
., or this Church I am rnyseif a MI'1llLt'r awl am 801'1-Y to 
u.y 
that the Statl' of it in this PrO\'incp is not Yl'ry flattering, A 
very small pl'oportion of thp lnhahitants of lT prer l'allHlla have 
heen e,lucatf.d in tins Penmasion and the Emigrnnts to lJt:
 ex- 
pect.e(} from the lTnited States will for the mo!'t part 11(' St'etarieR 
or Dissenters: and nothing pn-'w'llts the TeacJH"rs of thiR class 
froIIl heiug proportionally Ilmnerous, hut the Inal,ilitJ" of the 
People at pre
ent to }H'ovidp for their 
mpport. ] n the Easterrl 
District. the most populous part of th(' Pro\"ince, there i" no 
Church Clt'rgyrnan, They hu\"e a Pn.sbyterian 
linist(-'r, for- 
lIlerly ('hal'lain to the H4th Regiment. who recein's from Uov- 
f'rnllH'nt fifty l'ollmls p. aIm. Tllt.y have al
o a Lutheran Minis- 
t"l" who is supported by his Congregation, awl the Homan 
Catholic Pripst settled at St. Rl'gis occasionally officiates for the 
Scots HighlawlerH settled in the 100n'r part of the District, who 
are very nnlllerow
 and all Catholics. There are also many 
Dutch Calvinists in this part of the PrO\"iIlCe who have mad
 

l'veral ath'Jlll'ts to get a teacher of tlwil' own Sect llut hithert.:) 
without SUCCf'SS. 
" ]n tilt. 
lidland DiRtrict where the mcmbers of t.he ('hurch 
are lIlort' IlUlIll'rous than in any other part of the PrO\-ince, there 
are t\\ v Church Clf'rgymt:'ll who are allowed Olle hundred pound/-:! 
stg. p. an?, each by GO\'erUlllellt, and fifty pounds each II.)" the 

()cicty for the Propagation of the Oospel. There are llt:"re. als,), 

()JIlP itinerant 
I('thodist Preachers, the Follower
 of \\ hom a.re 
HUlllerous. And JIIallY of the [nhal,itants of the gn.ah.:-;t pro- 
}Icrty arc l)uteh Cah'inists who IUl\"e for sOHle tillle past IIt."en 
U
iIlg their l'wlea\'ours to gct a 
Iinistc>r of their OWIl Sect 
<lJllong them. In the HOlne .Distl'ict there is one ClergYlltan whu 
hath bet'll settled here since the month of July last. The 
CotH 
Pn'sLyterians who are pretty nUllwrous here awl tu which 
ect 
tlH' most rt'slJt'ctal,le part of tht. JnhabitantH l,elong, havt' lluilt 
a \I('('ting Hou
e, awl raised a Suh:-;eril'tion for a 
Iini:-;ter or 
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their own who is shortly expected alllong them. There are here 
all<,;o many )Iethodists & Dutch Calvinists. 
-, In the 'Yestern District there are no other clergy than tho:-.e 
of the Church of Rome. The Protestant Inhal,itants here are 
1H"incipally Presbyterians. 
., From this Statement Your Excellcncy will be able to d)'aw 
the proper Conclusions; and to judge how far the Estal}lishing 
the Hierarchy of the Church of England in thil-! Province may 
be propcr \.\[ cx pedient. 
,. I have the Honor to Le 
"\Vith the most profuuJlll Respect, 
"Your Excellency'H 
" )lost humble servant, 
.. RlrHD. C...\.RT\\'lUUHT, Jr." 
"X EW.\HK, ] 2th October, L 7n
." 


The hi::;tory of the gra,lual growth of religious freellolll is par- 
tið.lly contained in the petitions on the subject presented to the 
Legi!'latnre by the Council. The earliest of these petitionl-! were 
for the repeal of the )Iarriage Law, referred to by Mr. Cart- 
wright. by which only clergynwn of the Church of England could 
perform the marriage rite. 
Ollle of these prayerH were in tht' 
opinion of the tirst parlimnentari
U1s. "couched in very unbecom- 
ing language," and w
re, in 
l,Illlition, signe{l by men who :-;houlll 
ha"e acte{l otherwise, all cla
"'l-'s of dissenters joining undl'r the 
in(leterminate name of Presl}yterians. Such an attack on the 
Xational Clergy was to be resisted, but, as has been pointed out, 
the agitation force(l the repeal uf the Act soon after. "Their 
next attempt will probalJl.y be on the Sevenths set apart for the 
Xational Church," 
iJl1coe exclaims in fright, and true enough 
the cle)'gy reserve
 were ncxt attacked, though their abolition 
.li.l not follow till long after. 
EnglaJlll not only Sl'nt out our rulers, but our first judges, mili- . 
tary otticers and clergymen of the established church. Chief 
.J usticp Ehnsley was accompanied hy clergymen of " indepen,lent 
IUé<lns <till 1 most respectable character," and .:f500 was given in 
17n;j amI 179G tow<lnls huil,ling churchl'H as an incitemént to the 
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inhabitants. All i(lea of supporting ministers hy tithes had been 
then allHndoned, and the provincial rulers Wf're tolcl to provide 
other weans by which the clergy should bl-' Ruitably maintainetl, 
the Clergy Re
erves being their solution of the question. In 
] 797 Russell askpd lean. to have churches 11l1Ïlt at Newark, York, 
Cornwall awl 
al1(lwich. Pp to this tillle Kingston wa
 the 
only town in the province possessing a Protestant church. Brant 
abo applied for a lIlif'sillnary for the Fiye Xations, and Russell 
advisetl the Bishop of (luelu,"c to sewl)heUl a "pious missionary:' 
which was done. In I i!l!) there were only three clergymen of 
the E"tablished Church in the entire provincp, antI the fear was 
éxpre...sed thëtt, shoul,l rf'ligioll remain much longer in this state, 
there woultl he e\"erything to fear for the 1Il0rals of the people. 

\ few years later another e\"itlpllce of the intel'pst taken in thp 
religiou!--; state of the }wo\'incp was atl(wdetlllY thp grant of LIOO 
p(.r anlllllll hy the Prince Regent for e\"ery futul'P missionary of 
the gl)
}lel St'nt fl'om Englawl, and who remained in service for 
ten years. The Local Parliament, in 1 SUi, petitione,l 
ir Frallcis 
(;orp to pay t.)() to the church or town wanlpns of .Randwich, 
X ewark, York, 
\u
usta awl Cornwall. to be cxpPllIle(1 upon tIlt" 
churche
 in the
t' sPH'ml p};lCPI'-. 
nut while tilt. Estal,lishetl Churches t1lUs recl'ivetl !!OVl'rUJllent 
assi...tance and otficiall'ecog'nition, thp dissenting 110flies laLored 
undt.r disahilities that (Ii,l much tu fostp}' the spirit of rt>bl'llion 
whieh lJlanif"t'stp,1 itsí,}f in L:..;:
ï, How vw,;th- the conditiuw:i havl' 
.. .' 
changt't.I SillCl' 1 HO
, for insblllcp, when pptitions wert..' sent to the 
Le
islature froHl "tlw sorit'ty of lwoph,' C'alIpd :\Idhodists:' 
('uuehed in t('rms silllilar to tilt. rolluwillg : 
'. TIIP l't'tition of the l"('lig-iuus community calletl Methodists 
humbly :-;heweth: That the 'letho(list chnrch('s 01' congregatiollS 
in this infant ProvinC'P of epppr ('anada are llUlllerous, and a large 
1l\1lllhf'r of the l'rincipalmclllherl:; are of thosl' lwoplt' calIetlt"'. E. 
Loya.li
ts, or their tlescentlants, ha\"illg tied from their formpr 
hOllle:i or habitations and joillt'tl the Royal British Stawlart I, to 
which tht'y have since firmlyat.lllt'rt...d, and in whoSt
 defence, 
shonl(1 the ncce
Hity of the case require it, your pt..'titiont>rs trust 
their loyalty in the (Iefence of thè rig-hts ot the best of 
overeigns 
I 
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would he as conspicuous as it heretofore has been, well as
mred 
that none would be readier to ri
& their lives and properties in 
defence of Government than those belonging to the Methodi
t 
societies. Your petitioners being liable to all the statutel-', dutics. 
services, pains and penalties, with thoRP of other religions in the 
province, and have not a.n equal participation with them in their 
religious rights, which we, your petitioners, think a great griev- 
ance, have therefore presumed to solicit your honorable House, 
amongst whom we kno\v there are men well acquainted with our 
religious tenets, and who know our sufferings. 'Ve, your petition- 
ers, have not the lea
t doubt, from the liberality of your House, 
but that every step will he taken and everything done for us that 
can be, consistently with our glorious constitution. 'Ye, your pe- 
titioners, therefore humbly pray that an Act may be passed in 
our favor, giving authority to pur preachers (most of whom are 
missionaries from the States) to solemnize the religious riteH of 
marriage, as we II as to confirm all past marriages performed by 
them. This requisition we, your petitioners, pray may he taken 
into your serious consideration, and we trust our request will 
appear so reasonable that opposition will lay down hi
 head, 
whilst ease is given to the minds and consciences of a numerous 
body of the inhabitants of this province, and who are not the 
least numerous sect in the different diRtricts of Cpper Callacllt. 
" And your petitioners will then as now, and shaH, aH in duty 
bound, ever pray." 
Strangely foreign to the spirit of to-Jay is another petition 
preHented to the House in 180U, declaring that one Benajah 

lallory had been illegally and unrluly elected to represent tIl(
 
district of London, on the groun(l that, both before and since 
his election, he had been a preacher and teacher of the religious 
society or sect called l\Ietho(lists, whereupon the House resolved 
that the petition did contain grounds and reasons sufficient, if 
sul)
tantiated, to make his election voi(l. John Roblin and .James 
'Vilson, who were dpcted in 1 K 1 0 to represent Lennox an(l Acl- 
dingtoll and Prince Edward cuunties respectively, were un
eatt'd 
for the same reasons. 
The 
Iellnonites awl Quakt.rs also hall a grievance: 



Then and Now. 


139 


" \rhereas, by an Act of the Proyince, passed in the thirty-third 
year of His ,Majesty's reign, your petitioners, after producing a 
certificate' from three or four respectable people, one of whom 
BlUst be a preacher, in the society to which they belong, 
hall pay 
in time of peace four dollars a year, and in time of in\-asiol1 or 
insurrection, twenty dollars a year, for which favorable law and 
liberty of con
cience we are thankful to God and the GO\-ern- 
ment uwler which we live. And whereas, many of our sons, now 
under age ànd incapable of judging in matters of conscience, are 
not as yet considered as church members, and cannot, of course, 

ecure the necessary certificates, we, therefore, humbly pray, 
the same indulgence may be extewled to them that is granted to 
ourselves, their parents, that is, that they may be exempted from 
serving in the militia, by paying the commutation money until 
they arrive at the age of twenty-one, or until they be admitted 
as church memòers. Awl your petitioners further pray that your 
honorable body will take into your comdderation the many diffi- 
culties which poor people with large families have to labor under 
in new scttlemcnts, and if you, in your wisdom, should deem meet 
to lesscn the burdcn of our commutation money, your petitioners, 
as in duty bound, shall ever pray." 
Happily all these difficulties were long ago reIl1O\'ed, and abso- 
lute religious frepdom is ours to enjoy. 
The paternalism of the home government also included, to 
sume extent, the educational needs of the new country. As 
t.arly as 17f)(), they were of opinion that (
uebec or 
lontrcal 
were tht. only suitable places fur the establishment of a pub- 
lic schoul, where Ureek, Latin and othcr branches might he 
taught, though Simcoe in reply strongly recommended the 
t'rection of a univer",ity. Une of the earlier gntlllIlutr schools 
was e
tablished in Kingston, the salary of the teacher lNing' 
appropriated from tlH' n','pnues of the King's mills. ,Mr. 
(aftcrwards Bishop) Btrachan taught /School for three ycars 
at ('ornwall, une uf his pupils thmi aptly clescribing him: " 
Il'. 
H. ha.8 now becn married nearly two months, ancl liyes in gTf.at 

tylf', awl kccps thrcè sen"ants. He is a grcat fripnd to the 
PO' II', and spends his lllolwyas fast as he gets it. He is very pu
- 
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sionate." The :-;etting apart of the school lanùs soon fm'nishefl 
the necessary funds, and educatiunal facilities were slowly and 
gradually pr(wi(led in the shape of rude log school hom..es, awl 
teachers, with perhaps more of nati,'e ability than the trainefl 
lualitications HOW required. )lany of these old-tiu1P tutors tra- 
velled from settlement to settlement (lispensing education. The 
crying need of education for their children, on the rart of the 
early :-;ettIers, is seen in their petitions to the Gover1lment, one of 
which rea(ls: 


The petition of the undersigì1ed magistrates an(l others of the 
county of Glengarry, eastern district, humbly sheweth: 
" That amidst the many blessings your petitioners enjoy uwler 
the constitution and Government of this province, and notwith- 

tanding the wiRe exertions of thc Legislature to promote the 
pu1 1 lie prosperity, they still contemplate with anxiety the ill 
conðe(luences that may re::mlt from the want of schools, both to 
the presC'nt generation and to posterity. That though the 
ðcarcity of these useful institutions may be ascribed in some 
tlegree to the infant state of thc province in genera], and to the 
want of alle(luate mcans to gi\'(
 them weig'ht and pt'rpetuity, yet 
peculiar circumstances aggravate these ullavoidab e misfortunes, 
in this part of the province in particular. The Hig-hlanders who 
fortH the great majority of inhabitants in this county, and who 
are in general a moral amI religious people, are yet extremely 
1 J ackwanl in promoting any public institutiom; of learning. 
" In tlleir native country they were accustomed to hear the 
beauties of Christianity inculcated in their mother tongue, 
whence many of them 
uppose(l that an EngliHh (:.ducation wa
 
nnnece::,sary, and what each indiviflual was wade to contribute 
by public authority tuwarJs the support of a school waR so "pry 
light aHfI so imperceptihly colIcctc(1 with the annual rents, that 
the maSR of tIH' people actually forgot that they bore any part of 
the burden, 
"These circumstances, together with the numerous charity 
schools establishe(l in differl'nt parts of the Highlands of :-)cot- 
land, which cost nothing to the inhahitants, have imprt'ssed the 
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natives of that cuuntry with habits of thinking unfavorahle tn 
public institutions, awl the few schools foundell among them here 
(by the painful exertions of cf'rtain indi\"iduab) are so discour- 
aging and nnprofitablp to puLlic instructors, that consequently 
they are fluctuating awl of little value. Your Iwtitioners there- 
fore submit it to your consideration whether the erection of 
"chools hy puLlic authurity in the most centretl places in the 
cuuntry, under Imch regulations <lH Illay to your wisdom :-.eem 
meet awl with snch pro\'isions as circumstance-; may attord, 
would not be a measUl'p of great utility, both in political and 
mora1 view, to the rising geJwration, awl would not speedily 
counteract the effect of an impruper l}ias contracted by the 
people, who in uther respectH nre a reasonalJe and valuable de- 
scriptiun uf men. And, as in <<luty bouwl, 
Tour petitioners wi]) 
e\"er pray, etc." 
To-,lay there are in this province six thousand cOIlHllOdious 
':>chool structures, accommodating half a miJJion registert'd pupils, 
taug-ht by l'S,OOO weU-traiJl('d teachers. 
Rpference has already 1 J el'n ulade to the existence of slan:,ry 
in the pruvince, awl the }'i.\ssagt. of an .Act of abolition (luring 
the first ParlianH'nt. Thoug-h we hpstow praise upon the legi'i- 
latol"/:.; who passl'd such a beJll'ficent law so ear1y in the history 
IJf the pro\Tince, I'ome of tJlPm streJluonsly OpposP(1 it, lIlany 
l'lausable argnmenb l1eing' Lrought forward ill rf'sllt'ct to the 
dearness of Iahn' anll the difficulty of obtaining" sernUlt
, ...\ 
corrf'<:\}JonJent of that day has written, " Some POsst'ssing" X C'gTI)t'S, 
knowing that it was fJuestiona1Jle if any sul,sisting law auth())"- 
iZt'<<1 sIan'ry, wishell to ré.ÏPct th.. 1Jill entirely, others wi
hl.d tlJ 
supply theJllHclve:-; hy giving leave to import for two year.... A 
eompromisp was cflecte<<l by speuring the property (sla\.cs) alrt'adr 
held, but putting an imlUf'diatc stup to ilUportation awllwoviding' 
for the gra(lual abulition of sIa\'cry." ...\n inci<<lt'nt in connection 
with the existence of 
Ia\"ery in the province is recorù"ù in the 
forcible abductiun of a Jwgro girl at Xewark, whu wa... HOl<<l to a 
pt'rson in the eniteJ States. 
'I'lw following- is a copy of a receipt for a Rum uf money paid 
for no negro woman in Canaaa in 1 X] 2. The transac
 ion tonk 
pla('t' a1,out w}lPre Colhornl' now stands: 
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,. This may certify that I have this day sold for thp- consider- 
ation of forty pounds to me in hand paid by 'Yi11iam H. "T all- 
bri(lge, my negro woman Bett, of about twenty-five years of age, 
and her infant child, to have and to hold from me 01' every other 
per:-;on whatever, as witness my hand thi:-; 14t11 day of March, 
1X12. ".rOSEI'll KEELER 
"'Yitne
ses pn'sent: 
"ELIAS 'Y ALLBRID(:E. 
"A
u S
I1TH." 


It is (lifficult to say detinitely when party lines were first 
formed. In 179:3, Himcoe congratulates him::;e]f that no " alh-erse 
party" l1a(l yet {orined it::;elf, though he suspects it may sooner 
take place in the Upper than in the Lower House. On the other 
hand, while there had been no direct opposition, there had heen 
no flirect support to Government measures. and he think:-; it wise 
to aYo
d using the negati\'e of the Crown, and perhaps stirring 
up the opposition he evidently feareù. Yet there probably hat; 
not been a session of the hundred held when the Houses were not 
divided into opposing force::;, whether on l.arty lines as now 
ulllle)'stood, or independent of political bias. A curious message 
frOIll 'Yhitehall expressed the sorrow of ])un(hLl
 in observing anJ- 
tenflency on the part of the members 8f the Legislature to oppose 
Government in matters so evidently beneticial to the province, 
but, in his generous opinion, allowance 11lUSt bt-' made for the 
ní)ye1ty of the duties, To view things in a wide, rather than a 
local light, \Youl(l naturd.lly he repugnant to the first il1lpression
 
in tlwir minds: 
Thp Hon. Bichanl Cartwright was undoubtedly one of the 
iwlepcwlcnts of his day, and Simcoe makes fre(luent reference to 
his opposition, but in a letter to the Duke of Portland, 
ill1c(l1' 
expresses the hope of conciliating the opposing Councillor and 
rel110ving his hostility to the measures of Government that might 
Le necessary for the public service. An organized opposition 
followed Thorpc's first election in ] 
O(), and C\'er sincc such 
" turbulent ::-;pirits" a:-; 'Yillcocks, (joUl'lay, the Ri(lwells, and the 
later" fathers of reform" ohtained :-;eats in thc Legislature, the 
in
 awl the outs han
 bcen represcntcfl. 
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Another ta.sk (levolving upon our early administrators \Va!', 
that of opening up the virgin country for settlement, and facili- 
tating inter-communication hetween the few settlcments that 
exi
ted. After the Legislature had heen in existence for a few 
se'\sions, road commissioners were appointcd, but the first steps 
were taken ulllier Simcoe, wha indeed punmeJ a vigorous policy 
in this respect, after having tnwersell large portions of the 
prm'ince, He n'ports in 1703 ha\Ting fouwl a route hitherto 
unknown hetween York and the waters flowing into Lake Huron, 
and merchants were Luying lots in York in anticipation of the 
opening of this rout('. The Y onge-street road leading from York 
to Lake Simcoe (or Lake Aux Claies as it was formerly called) 
wa,,; also maùe hy the Queen's Rangers, and a. year or t\vo after- 
warll he reportf'd that sc\'cnty familics had settle(l along its 
bor,lers. Uloucebtcr (or Penetanguishene) he held to be the most 
consideral,lc town in C"pper Canada, as the passage to the North- 
Wf'...;t woulll be'vict it. ., Easy means of cOlnmunication " bctween 
Montreal all (1 Lake Huron were also considered, "especially by 
traineau in winter." It was hope(l the East lndia Company would 
establish a warchouse at Kingston, and that tradc might he carried 
to a great lengtll, particularly to Chicago, where Simcoe appre- 
hen,lell a settlemcnt woulll im111elliately takc place: what was 
w<lnte(l 'was a lihf'ral system of comlnerce on the lakps. 
This naturally leads to the I]uestion of trade and cunllllerce 
which the new Uovenllllellt had to deal with. If the law-lllaker
 
awl legislaturs of to-day have a ,lifficu1ty to aùjust taxation or 
to a,lopt ncw ll1ctho(ls of raising a rC\'CllUe, their predeceshur
 
foullIl the prohlem much lllore truuòlesollle and hard to f-:olve. 

l'il"it1-;, an(l, later, stills were the fa\-orite suhjects for leyying a 
tax: npon. Tlwn came the question as tü how thl' export trade 
cou}II hl' lllanaged, the natural ycut for the pro,luce of the 1'1'0- 
vinel' appparing to he by the 
lississil'pi. For se\-el'al years, cx- 
tcnding iwlccd to thp timc of tJH' ullion, much friction wa,; causell 
lJY commercial Inisulllierstandings hetween L'"pper and Lower 
CalHltla. Investigations, recriminations amI reivljnstlllent of ac- 
counts followc(l ill (luick succession, the result heing a spirit far 
l't'lllu\.ell from thc amity that shuuld l'reyail het\n'l'll sisti.}. }'I'O- 
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vinces. It is interesting to notp, too, that there was aJl alarm at 
the power of the monopolists fully a century ago, connected with 
the supply of flour to the garrisons, aud a warnillg is e\'L
n iF;l-,ued 
against land jobbers. 
\Vhile Parliament met at :Kiagara, the home authuritil'
 Wd'e 
told that the estalllislnncl1t of a Government in e prer Canwla 
was absolutely necessary for the prpservation of British COlllmerce 
against the ap:gressiou of the "Cuited States, tIlt:' two countries 
thereafter watching each uther with e
'es mure or less hlinded by 
jealousy. 
Xotwithstanding the friction between Ppper ('al1ada and the 
rnited States, inclividual cfi<Jrts were made tu foster trade. One 
trader suggests the possihility of encouragillg tr
t<lt:' hetween 

lichilemackinac and Kentucky. based on the trade already es- 
tablisherl with St. Louis, and the settlements on the Illinuis where 
British goods were chiefly consunw<l. This led the Amerieans to 
propose a ten per cent. protecti,-e tax on this trade, though Bri- 
tish manufactures were disseminated through a chain of 1'o:-;ts 
along the Mississippi. the Illinois awl other great wah'rwa.ys. 
Illinois then belonged to the ::-\paniards. 
Elaborate reports were frOlll time to time made to thL" Lords 
of Trade sitting in COlllmercial cuuncil ill Old Loudun, which 
dealt with the possible productions of F pper Canada-tob<lcco, 
indigo, hemp alld flax-tIle illlportance of the fur tralIc, relations 
with the Spaniards in Illinois, the merchants of Kentucky and 
the InJian
. They spoke of how British eapital i':\Vigurateli the 
merchants of Philadelphia and Baltimore, couplel} with the hope 
that it preference would he shown 11)' .British capital for a British 
province. The benefit of having mines, especially iron mines, 
worked 'was pointed out, while attention was drawn to tbe pos- 
sibilities of wate}' power being deri ved from the rapids and falls 
of Niagara-a power that is only now being utilizelI-ami a 
petitioner of I 
 11, who possessed "a new method of producing 
power by steam," aske(I for a seven years' exclusive monopoly 
of his discovery, offering in the meantime to apply his new power 
" for the bem-fit of a grist mill," for 
25, for a saw mill, 
:1!), and 
for a distillery, 
2;). 
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The establishment of fair
 was alllOllg the first stepR taken to 
tlromote int
rnal tralle, and when York hafl l)een given two 
luarket claJ-'s in the year, other :-:ections of the country a.skefl f'Jr- 
the same privilege. The settler
 of GleJlgarr.y, as an instanee 
petitioned: 
" That, in the pi'e
ent state of the country your petitioller:, ex-. 
perience lllany illcollveniellces from the want of a market for 
several articles of proflucf' which will hardly Leal' the expense of 
transportation to Lower Cana(la, wherE' similar articles an' alreafly 
a.bundant,and the lllarket
 are supplied with one half of theexp,:,nse- 
to the farllH:'r that will una\"oillaLl.r he incUlTe( I by persons frOln 
this quarter. That, young as this country is, it now yielfls sOBle 
few ,",uperfluities which lllight be turned to great!"r <,ulnwtage by 
heing sold or barterell within itself than by l'l'illg llispo
t'\l of 
e,-en at a higher prict., in the Lower Province, consiaerill
 tht-" 
loss of time const'fluent upon going thither, awl the perpetual 
flraill of money which tIll' country suffers by .lepewling solely 
upon the 
[ontrcal market. That, in úrder to rellH'fly tll(.'se in- 
cOllvelliences awl dis<l,lvantag'es, your pt:'titioners cOllceive that a 
Fair established at Sir John.Jolmson's )lil1s in this cuullty in the 
]llonth
 uf 
Jay awl Octoher, would ue of t'sH'ntial sen'iee to the- 
cumlIlunity, as in a growillg cùulltry emigrants and others may 
there Ill' supplie,l with many nece!-'sa.rie" wIi" ch the dcinity can 
furnish, and the úld inhahitants may tiwl it a sort of conn'nient 
exchange for Imrterillg with olle <lnothpr cattle, horses, shetil,. 
ll'atlH'r, ":001, ,ranI, uutter, 
mg:ll', hOllie-spun cloth, linen. uw: 
'-uch other articles as they can spare a little of at preRent, an. I 
hope to havp more in proceSM of time. That, though your l'eti- 
tiOlH'rs 11HU:;t depewl upon tIll' 
Iontreal lIIarket for articll':-' of 
luxury alii I a. ft'w othen;, 'y"t they tlatter tlwlIIsp!\-es that ill a 
short time they can furlliMh a surplus of the nlust of thp nl:'(T
- 
...<tries of lif" within themseh"es, awl that U;" estallli!"llIlll'nt of an 
iuterual 1IIarket woulfl lip a Rpur to iwluHtry awll'lllulatiou to 
c'"eI'Y ilHli,-iflual, and may, ill timp, turn the cuurse of l'
chang-" 
in such artieles from thp Lower to tlu' (Tl'per Province, as thl:' 
iuhallitants do alt'\.ady "x('el the Lowl'r ( \lIHHlians in home IIH1.nU- 
faeture, awl 11l11H' to out-ri\"al thl'llI still 1IIon' as their meRIlH an,} 
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-experience increases. Cnder these impressions your petitioners 
are encouraged to enquire whether the scheme of a Fair may 
not be contemplated as an ol
ject of some lllagnitU!le to the in- 
habitants of tbis country, anll to hope that it will meet with 

Your countenance awl approbation." 
" .An Act for granting to His l\lajesty, his heirs awl Huccessors, 
to and for the uses of this province, the like duties on gouùs and 
Inerchandise IJrought into this province from the 'Cnited States 
()f America, as are now paid on goods and merchandise imported 
from Great Britain anù other places," is an early attempt at 
llUilding- up a protective tariff, and that the trade question was 
,as important then as it is to-day is seen in a petition presented 
in 180k to the How::.e, which i::) worthy of a place in eJ"fellSO; 
" To the Gentlemen Commons, l\Iembers of the House of As- 
o:,emblyof the Province of rpper Canada, in Parliament assembled. 
"'Ye, His )Iajesty's most loyal anù dutiful subjects, inhabitanb 
uf the County of Prince Edward, in the Midland District, awl 
Pro\-ince aforesaid, 
" Deeply impressed with a sense of the present confined situa- 
tion of the commerce of this country, think it our indispensabl.. 
fluty, for tbc present amI future prosperity thereof, to lay Lefore 
you what we concei\'c a true and jU1';t statement of it, and the 
much to lie lamentell l11ethod of purchasing and exporting, dc., 
ut every COlllJllodity we can furnish for exportation, at the ports 
of (
uebee and 
lontreal: to which places we are obliged to take 
awl disl'obe of each antI e\'ery article we can furnish for the pur- 
pn...e afol"l:.'
aill. 
" 'Ye TIml that a prohibition of all vessels (the English ex- 
eepted) from entering the afores
ic1 ports to be the greatest mis- 
fortune attending our situation. First, it throws the whole trade 
-of these ports into the hands of a few individuals residing there- 
in, which governs all our COHlmprce. :-;econdly, it causes a com- 
lJinatioll between them to fix prices on all imports and cxports, 
which. wc are sorry to say, they have generaJly dUlu' tu uur 
,direct damage. Thir<<lly, it eauses all imports and exports to be 
CUTiprl on in charteretl vessels. Fourthly, it prohibits us from 
:':1:; ac'lvantage or profit arising from a trade with any fureign 
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kingdolll, state, or country, even where our fellow subjects are 
pl'}"Illittell to trade. 
.. Awl, finally, it excludes us from any privilege in trade, except 
trusting our a]] in that line in the hau(ls of the aforesaid indivi- 
duals, which }uwe had, and still hol(l, the power of allowing u::; 
whatever price they plea
e for aJl exports, and in return compel 
us to paJ" whatew'r price they please to charge for all imports of 
merchanclise which come solely through their han(h.;, imported a::; 
aforesaid in a few chartered vessels. And we are aware that for 
several years past the exports have employeJ. more than double 
the llUllll,er of chartered ves
els than the imports have; which, 
of courbC, leaves more than half the aforesai(l vessels to come in 
under ba]]ast, awl cannot be expected to take freights on the 
f-;1lme reasonalJle terms as if they were freighted in and out, which 
serVeS as one of the lHany polities or excuses which these indivi- 
duals wake use of for taking our produce, lUlU bel', and every ar- 
ticle we can furnish for exportation at a veloy r('(luct.d price to 
wlw-t might otherwise be aUowel1 by them. 'Ye can, with COll- 
fidence, awl from a long experience, namely, since we have been 
a 1 ,lf' to furnish a single article fer exportation, assure you that 
n.,thing Lut a scarcity of whatever coilllnoclity was most wanting 
woulJ. cause it to cOJllIll.uHI a fair price in the aforesaid market; 
which is I'rincil'a)]y owing to the confine.! situation of the com- 
merce as aforesaill, and are sevcrally ()f opinion that the only anl{ 
I'ure method of causing a JIle(liulll of contrast or spirit of oppusi- 
tion (which we think to a cl.rtaill .leg-ref' ncce!-;sary in trade) in 
th(..../' more elllight('ne.l .!ays of the worl(l would he to admit a 
free trade to and from the aforesaill ports, ,,'ith all natiolls anJ. 
l'l'ople with wholll His '1

jeHty is at peace, awl allowing com- 
mf'rce. ,y
 are also weB aware that without it, it is almost im- 
po:--.siLle for the farIll"rs, who, u11(ler their .All-wise Crt'atur, art' 
the main pillar and support of alInatiollH awl countries, to rccei\"e 
a .lust rpwarll for all tlwir lahorR. \Ye have the satisfaption tn 
oh.';t.rn. that this country is hlessed seemingly with all that 
lIatul't' coulll .10 for it-a goo<1market for the pro(luce of our 
lahors l'xceptl'(l, an(l P}"(n'iùpncc has phLC('1! an illllnstriou
 l)('opll' 
t}\I'r(.in to till thl' fertile soil, who no doul,t wou1l1 folIo\\ tJwir 
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plough and reap their harve:-;t with smiles on their cOUlltl.
ll.tnCeS
 
could they only he satisfied that they were to rl'ceive a reasonable 
price for what they might have left after supporting their families. 
\\T e abo lament that the Rituatioll of the COllllllerce of so great 
and good a country as this prm-ince migltt h,. utHler thp ai(l of 
Providence, which we hopenuty gui1le all our councils, and in
pire 
every branch of our Legislature with a sell
e of the obli
ation 
they are under to give all assistance in their power to have the 
commercial situation there placed on the best, most fa\'orable, and 
permanent footing that its remote situation from a lllark..t can 
possibly admit of. 
" \\T e hope you will join us in opinion, awl we look up to you 
for redress, for not only this but other grievancf's that we Intve a 
right to complain of, at leaHt as you in your situation can assist 
or takp notice of, that we concei,Te to extellll to every lll
ttt-'r or 
thing which doth or may tend to hanH the weJfare or prm;pl>rity of 
your constituents, or benefit the same, \r t:' also request you win 
communicate this to the other two branches of the Legislature in 
what manner you Inay think most proper, and at the sallie time 
rf'(!ucst their aiù in adopting measures the most fit and spet'dy to 
remedy the aforesaitl grievances, \y (' are also aware that 111 ,thing 
can be done to insure a free trade a:-; afure:-:aid, short of ubtaining 
His Majesty's consent, occasionell hy stipulation in thf' prt':,ent 
treaty of amity, COllllHerce a11(1 na\'igatioll, hf'tween His Majesty 
and the U niteù States of _\merica, at least a
 far as that nation 
is concerned; atllI trust that you will see with us the illl111e.liate 
necessity of an endeavor to obtain the privilege aforcsaill, and, 
through a petition, or by some other means that may be thoug-ht 
proper, make the same known to our most Gracious Sm-ereigno 
" 'Ye also assure you that we are willing to accept it ull/ler 
every rf'striction as to auties ,,-hich might otherwise tenll to 
harm His Majesty or his sul,jects in general: and we are ('on- 
tident that the oùtaining the ahove mentioned pri,-ilege woul,ll,e 
a means of thousands of good subjects cmigrating- iUlJlle(liately to 
this country. It is with regret we have to observe that our aho\Oe 
stated situation renders us incapaùle of heing that henefit to our 
most Gracious 
overeign in conjunction with our fellow sulJjeets 
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in other parts of his DI Jlninions, that our inclination leads ns to 
b.. 
" \Ve conclwle thi", our pra,p'}" awl statement, having gi\'en only 
the outlines of our opinion on the ahove important subject, a
 
we conceive it, allli wÌth a :o:auguine hope that you will think 
with us that therp is an actual necessity.of endeavouring by tlH\ 
lle:-.t anll surest metholl uf obtaining it to enhance the price of 
eVt'ry article we can furnish for exportation. 
.. \Ve al:o:o tiatter oursekes that our fpllow su
j('(.ts throughout 
tJH' Province will join ns in this opinion. and hope to :-;ee some 
abler pen employed in a(lopting' the most salutary measures to 
h taken in the pursuit thert-'of, at the RalllC time trusting that 
yon will seriou
ly retiect on this subject, awl pay it the respect 
which in your wis,IOlll you may deem it worthy of." 
,A", in all countries awl in all parliaments, the taxation of spirits 
was among thp íÌr!-:t tiscallaws (lehaterl at X ewal'k, the tirst ap- 
plication of the funrl being- a:-;ke(l for the cost of civil govern- 
ment, awl then (a) to supply gaols, bri.Iges, and othe)' puhlic 
\\"ork!-:, (11) to supply county wants, and (d to lea\'e enough for 
thl' " wages" of tilt:' lllcm1JPrs. Early in 1 
OO, lilJllOr stills were 
heavily taxe(l, the li(plOl' traffic thus prm"i(ling one of the ('hipf 
fUlllls of tht-' ren
mlP_ In later spssion", the subject of intl'mper- 
anee had a place in 
\.Idl'esses awl Prorogation :-;peeches, its e\,ils 
awl <It'structi\-eness l1cing rpferre,l to in strong tf'rms. 
The fact that riots hall takpn place in PI'JlnsyJvania owing to 
an olJlloxious tax on whiskey, which had becollle a cir(oulating 
nlt,'Jium 0\\ iug to tht' waut of corn, frightenc(l the 1'pppr Can- 
wliilJl It'g"islators for a timc who, h"\H'\"cr, continuc,l the tax. It 
is to hp fearf'd that the t;o\"enUllent did not set a tCllIl'erance 
e
aJnpll', e!-:pecially to the IllIliaJls, as the :-;upcrintpnrlent of thl' 
In(liau DepartllleJlt WilS in the hahit of asking for a :mpply of 
nUll at the distriliutilHls of prcscJlts to the trihes. 
The ac 1111 iuist ratio)) of justice was acclIJlll'lishe, I uwlc)' gT('at 
ditticnltil'so Chid.r ustice Elmslcy oQjectell to the remuntl of the 
( 'ourts of ,J usticc froJll X cwark to York when he ani \"I..J from 
Englallli in 1797, ou the grouwls that it was forty miles heyond 
the most rCllIote settleJllents at the head of the lakes. fiwl thl' 
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road to it passed through a coun try belonging to the M issis- 
augas. There was no gaol or courthouse there, no accommoda- 
tion for grand or petit jurips, none for the suitors, the witncsses, 
or the bar, and very indifferent for the judges, so that those at- 
tending had to remain in the open air, or be crowded in tentb. 

lany of the jurors, too, would have to travel sixty or eighty 
miles, and be absent from home not less than ten days, so that a 
mere fine would have no effect as against the expense, Im;H uf 
time and fatigue in going to that point: in fact, he very much 
feared he would not be able to form a jury at York, aUlI any 
interruption to the course of justice would be very perniciom.. 
President Russell opposed the Chief Justice's views, however, 
and the Court of King's Bench thereafter sat at York. 
It would seem that the legal qualifications now required were 
unknown then, as Governor Hunter refers in a letter to " the 
limited knowleùge of the law possessed by the bar. 'Yith a few 
exceptions, not one of them was ever within the walls of a Court 
of Chancery." \Vhen a gaol was ultimately built at York, it 
was made large enough to hold debtors as well as criminals, the 
gaoler receiving 58. a day salary, and Is. 3d. (laily for the main- 
tenance of each prisoner. 
The practice of electing judges to parliament was made a 
question in 1807, when the opponents of Judge Thorpe-" the 
radical judge" -contested his right to occupy his seat, on ac- 
count of his judicia] position. The argument was "that in 
England none of the Judges of the Court of King's Bench, 
Common Pleas, Barons of the Exchequer who have judicial 
places, can be chosen Knight, Citizen, or Burgess in Parliament, 
and that having adopted in this Province the Law of England 
as a rule of decision, the saia Robert Thorpe was not eligible to 
sit as a member." 
" One who òecides on the life, liberty and property of His 

Iaj('sty's Hul
jects:' they continueù, "must necessarily be liahle 
to the frailties and passions incident to hunmll nature, and may. 
therefore, imbibe partialities, prejudices or prepossessions repug- 
nant to and at war with the purity of the ummllied ermine,inimieal 
to the indepen(lence awl tlignitie(l adminisb'ation of the law, awl 
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sul,versive of the free and constitutional liberties of His )Iaje:ity'r-. 
:mbjects: that it was uncont;titutional, inasmuch as being an 
attempt to clothe, arm and hlend in one person the conflicting' 
powers, authorities and jurisdiction of the Legislative and jUùi- 
cial functions, contrary to the spirit of good goyermnent." 
\Vhile this petition was dismissed, Thorpe's enemies succeede(l 
in having him Ruspenùed from the judgeship an(l recalled to Eng- 
lanù. The system of electing judges to parliament was, howe\-er, 
soon thereafter abolished, a bill Leing passed in un 1 "making- 
ineligible to a seat in the Houl-;e any person or persons who shall 
hold, sustain or enjoy an office, place or appointment of profit or 
emolument in an(l by virtue of any cOllunission (lerived imllle- 
(liately from His )Jajesty, or of any commission derived from 
His Excellency the Lieutenant-Governor or person administering- 
the Government of this province, Registrars of Counties only 
excepted." 
\Yilliam \Villcocks was also a judge at this time, amI as a com- 
parison to the emoluments received IJY the jwliciary now, it is 
interesting to note he petitioned that he had been a jwlge of the 
Homc District Court for more than seven years, and, he pre..umed 
to flatter himself, hall discharged hiI-; (luty therein to the 
atisfac- 
tion of the public; that his fees hall never excepded fiO a year, 
aud that they were entireJy unellual tu his ]aboUl s, he Lt'ing- 
ol,liged to attend four times in a year and at every (
uarter Ses- 
sions to try causes. 
Many curious acts were on the statute books in those (la,p'" 
such as the public whipping of (lest'rterH in case they failed to pay 
their fines, atHl the placing in the pillory, as was often done, of 
offenders, and the branding by fire on the hanJ. The legislators. 
in the interests of a high puùlic morality, passel I a hill in uno 
l'ruhil.iting puhlic plays and Rhows, as well as one to "prevent 
al] plays of interJudf's, puppet shows, rope <lancers, ur Rtage play- 
ing for hire or gain." 

lallY other cOlllpariRonR might ùe JWlIle-of the stirring inci- 
<l('ntR attendant upon o}>pn voting, \\ h('n an election touk four to 
Hix (lays and when, as one victorious letter-writer of Y úl'k says, 
t.hey hatl "a falllous eketiollt.ering dillner after till' ] oils clo:-ietl 
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and after 130 of UlP inhabitants hac} marched to the town with 
flags flying:" of the frequency of duelling, Illany li,-es being lo
t 
in that way: of the military laws in force prior to UH2, and of 
the many other comlitions then existent, a1ll1 which stand out in 
such Rtriking contrast to our own times. The abubes arising out 
('If open voting early led to an agitation for the ballot, inasmuch 
as "the present metho(l of voting at elections within this pro- 
vince is productive of many and great al,uses, one of the most 
prominent of which is the opportunity which it affords tu rich 
and powerful iudividuals of exerting' an undue influence o,"er thl..' 
wiwls of the electors, and causing their choice too fref]uently to 
fall upon men lmt little qualitic(l for so important a trust." Th:... 
partieular rpfOl'lll was, howe,'er, a long time in coming. 
The perfeetion which the mo<<lern post office system has attain 
eel is a comparatively recent fact. There is no need for (lwellin,.!: 
at lpngth upon the clays of the mail carrier and the mail coal'll, 
wh(>n letters ,,'pre f('w and postage high, hut the insertion of 
;:,OJIl,> of the prices pre' ailing in 1
20, for the carriage of letters, 
may be of interest. \\ïth r ork as the starting-point, the postc.lg' P 
to Dundas was R(l.: Gril1l
..J'.'T, St. Cëttharincs, 
iaganl, Qupenstoll 
and Chippawa, lOa. ('ach: Yittoria, Is.: ÂlllherstLurg, Is. .J.d. 
The rate from EllglalllI to Halifax was Is. 
d.: from Halifax to 
York. 28, fM.: ,Montn>al to York, Is. 
d.: Kingston to York. lod. 
In lK
 1 there were only thirty-five post offices in the lwo,'inces 
as against 2,9.').... to-(lay. 
The House of that year, as the result of a Rpecial cOlllmittee, 
41ecidl'd that the chargeR then prcvalent for the conveyanec of 
letters was in excesS of the charges authorized by law. The sur- 
plus postal revenue of the early days were sent to England anll 
formed a mite in makillg up the BritiRh budget. 
Lengthy reference might lJe ma(Ie to the early Hociallife of 
York-of the State lmlls given lJY the Governors anll Presidents, 
of others undpr the patronage of the officers of the garrison; of 
the official dinners alwaYR given at four p.m. : of the "carroling"' 
or sleigh-riding ou the bay or up Y onge-strcet. Shortly before 
the war scattered the inhahitants of the town, a rift ill the social 
lute occurred, when the party di,"iHions in the Législature caused 
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the stoppage of the general hops or assemblies, each party there- 
after holding its own social functions in private houses. 
The first military balls were, held in the large canva'3 tent 
which belonged to Simcoe, and which had been made for and 
used by Captain Cook, the famous traveller. If its walls could 
have spoken, what a variety of scenes it could have described- 
nati ves in far-off lands, settlers in New 
outh 'Yales and Aus- 
tralia, negroes in Hayti and Hawaii (the unfortunate voyageur 
receiving his death wouwl from a Hawaiian native), and at last 
thc society of a new settlement in a new country in the gayety 
of the (lance or the dinner. 
In conclusion, we have but to contrast 1792 with 1R92 to be 
vividly impresHed with the degree of growth and development 
of the pro\-ince on all the lines that go to make a successful 
and prosperous state. During the pcriod covere(l by her four 
parliament buil<<lings, Ontario has made mighty strides. Educa- 
tionally, the old log school-houses scattered through the sparsely 
populated country have been supplanted and supplemcnted by 
thousands of schools. Instcad of a few hundred pupils in at- 
tendance as then, now half a million young Canadians are being 
taught, practically free. Then, the lumbcring stage coach or the 
slow and uncertlll,in sailing vessels were the only means of con- 
veyance. Even the peregrinating governors of the good old 
<<lays, when making a bort of royal tour through the new coun- 
try, ma(le comparatively slow progress over the rough road 1'. 
Xow, the Hteel arteries cover the lawllike a network, until 15,000 
miles of railway now serve the Dominion as a whole. Then, the 
administr
ttion of justice was cumbersome and slow compared 
with to-day. Then, the centres of population were few and far 
hetween-peopled oase:-. in the midst of forests. Now, Ontario 
is the banner province of Confederation, with nearly two mil- 
lion of its five million people. 
ince sixty years ago, the bound- 
aries of the province have becn enlarged, adding to its wealth of 
forest an<<t stream and minerals a stretch of territory almost a 
provinC'e in itself. Toronto, as the capital city, has emerged frOll1 
her inranti]e stage uf 17!Jü to the stature of a metropolitan 
city, the 81.:at of learning and the centrl' from which radiatc!'! 
.1 
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much of the life of Ontario. If the bricks, therefore, of the 
old Btructures could speak, if they could picture the Upper 
Canada of their early days with the Ontario of to-day, they 
would tell a story of expansion and growth unequalle(l in the 
history of new countries. 
The year 1892 ,vas a year of anniversaries of Canadian im- 
portance. It was the 25th anniversary of Canadian Confeder- 
ation, the 50th anni\Tersar,v of the establil-iluuent of Responsible 
Goyernment in the Province, the 2.jOth anniversary of the fOllllll- 
ing of Montreal. and the -tOoth anlli,.ersary of the discovery of 
America by Columllus. But the fact that it was the IOOth an- 
niversary of the Convocation of the first Parliament of rpper 
Canada is the most important to the citizens of Ontario. 
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APPENDIX. 


LIST OF 
rE
[BEHS OF THE PROYHWIAL LEmsLA.TUHE AND OF THE 
eXITED PARLLOIEXT Fno
r 17!)2 TO 1H92, WITH 
COXSTI1TEXCIES HEPRESEXTED. 


THE .1e
truction by firc of the tirst two Parliament buildings, 
through which so many of the official records werc lost, renders 
the work uf compiling II list of the members of the early parlia- 
ments, with their constituencies, .1ifficult, and, in Home cases, im- 
possihle. From rlivision lists anll cR!-iualmention in tho::;e jour- 
nals of the Housc that were preselTcd, EOllle information can lJe 
gleaned, lJUt it is necf'ssal'ily incomplete. 


LIST OF 
lInmERs OF l"PPER CANADA LE<;ISLATURE FRO
r 1792 
TO IR.n. 


"ÐIBERI:;. 


WHEY ELECTED. 


CO:-l :-;TITUENCY. 


Alcock, Henry.... . . ... . . ,1 1 1'01. .... . . . ... .. Durhatu, Simcoe and York (E. R.) 
Aciams, Gi,feon . . . .. .. . . " 181:
,.......... . . . 
Atkinson. James...... _.. .1182..... ........., Frontenac. 
Alway,R....., ..........1835.............. Oxford. 
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Cockburn, Jas,.,......... 18tH, .63.....:.... Northumberland (W. R.) 
Cameron, M. C.... .... .. 1861. '6............ Ontario (N. R.) 
Crawford, John.... ...... 1861............... Toronto (E. R.) 
Cowan. J as, . . . .. ...... .. 1861,. ........,. . Waterloo (H. R ) 
Derbishere, Stewart... ..,. 1841.. ............ By town. 
Dunn, John Henry........ 1841.. '..., ........ Toronto. 
Duggan, George, Jun...... 1841, '41... ...... York (2m'! R.) 
Durand, James..... ...... 1541..,..... ...... Halton (W.R.) 
Day, Chas. Dewey........ .. 1841,......... '... Ottawa. 
Dunlop, Wm .... .... ..,..18H, .44.......... Huron. 
Dickson, Walter H........ 1841, '48... ....... Niagara (town) 
Dixon, Thos. C..... .... . 1851.............. LO::Jdon (town) 
Delong', Jesse ...... ...... 1854......,. . . . . .. Leeds (S. R.) 
DalYI Thos.1\1ayne.. .... .. 1854, '58, .62....,. P
rth. 
Dorland, W.C..... .......1858.............. Prince Edward. 
Dickson, Jas.,.......,...... 1861... ....... '.. Huron and Bruce. 
Dawson, \Vm. McD.. ....1861.............. Ottawa. 
Dunsford, J as. \V.... ... 1861.... . . . . . ... .. Victoria. 
Draper, 'Vm. H,..... ... .11841. . '. ......... Russell. 
" ". . . . . . . . . . . \1845. . . . . . . . . . . . .. London. 
Ermatinger, Ed .......... 1844, . .. . . . . ... . .. Middlesex. 
Egan, John.:..... ........ 18"8, '51.......... Ottawa. 
Ferguson, A.J,............. 18,')1, '54,......... Waterloo. 
Flint, Billa. . .. ...... .... 1848........ .. . ... Hastings. 
" .. ........ ..... ..1834....,.,....... Hastings (S. n.) 
F

ev. 1\1. !I.... , .... .... 'Il

; 'fi
> 'ß1...... Waterloo (N. R.
 
. . . .. " ..... 11;61....... . .... Perth. 
Ferrie, Robt. .. .. . . . .. .. .. 18.),1.............. \V aterloo (S. It) 
Finlayson, Hugh. . . . . . ... .. 18-j8. . . . . . . . . . . . .. Brant (E. R.) 
Frazer, John, . .. ...... . . " . 1854...... ... . .... \Velland. 
Freeman, Sam. B. , . .. .... 18:)4, . . . . . . . . . . . .. Wentworth (S. R.} 
Ferguson, Thos. R........ 1858. '61.... . . . . .. Simcoe (S. R.) 
Gilchrist, John.. . .... .... 1841.... . .... .,. .. Sorthumberland (N. It) 
Gowan, Ogle R. .... ...,.. 1844,...,........, Leeds. 
Gamble, John 'V. . . . . . .. .. 1851, '54.... . . .. . ' York (S. R.) 
Gould. Jos................ 18:J4. .58,......... Ontario (N. R.) 
Gibbs, T. N ............. 1864,............. Ontario (S. R.) 
Hopkins, Caleb.. .... ...... 1841, '50,......... Halton (E. R.) 
Hincks, Francis.... ...... ISH, '48, '51, '54. . I OXford. 
.. .... ........ 1851.............. Niagara. 
" ". . . . .. .... 18:)4.............. Renfrew. 
Harrison. Samuel B. ...... 1841.............. Kingston (town). 
" ".. . ... 1844,............. Kent. 
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Hall, George B......... .. 18H ........, ... .. \ INorthumber1and (S. lL) 
Hall, James.. . . . , .. ...... 18-18........ . . . . .. Peterborough. 
Hartman, Joseph... ..... . 18;>1, '54, .58.... . .1 York (N. R.) 
Hogan, John S . ......... lRi)H,............. \ (
rey . 
Holmes, John.... ........ 183
".", ........ Huron and Bruce. 
Howland, '\V.P.... .... ..18M
, 'Iil, '64...... York ('V. R.) 
Harcourt, :Michael......., 18;)8, 'fil.... '..... Haldimand. 
Haultain, F. W ...... .... 1861, '64......... .,. Peterborough. 
Johnston, James......... .11841, '44.......... Carleton. 
Jessup, H.D.............. 1844...... .......... Grenville. 
Johnston, T. H. . . . . . . . .. .' 1848, '51. . . . . ...... Prescott. 
Jackson, Leo.... .... .... 1854, 'fi1........... Grey. 
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Killaly, Hamilton . . ... .. 1841.... . . . .. . .. .. London (town). 
I 
Lawrason, Lawrence...... lR44.......... ......ILondon (town). 
Langton, John, ....,.' ..... U:!:ïl, '54. . .... ... .IPeterborough. 
Lyon. George Byron F.. .. 18i8, '51, ':-H, '58.. Russell. 
Lyon, George....... ...... 1847. ........... . \ Carleton. 
Larwill, Edwin.. .... .... 1854.............. Kent. 
Lumsden, J. MacV......... 1
54,....,.... ...... ' untario (S. R.) 
Loux, John 'V...... ..... 1858.......... ..... }{ussell. 
::\IcDon:lld, John Sand field 1841, '4-1, '48, '51,'54 Glengarry. 
.. .. 18:ï8, '61........... Cornwall. 
::\IcLean, Alexander....... 1841.... . . . . . . . . .. :5tormont. 
.McDonald, Donald........ 1841, .47.......... Prescott. 
'Morris, James.... ......... HHl............... Leeds. 
Manahan, Anthony... .... 1
41.............. Kingston (town). 
Macnab. Allan A,.... .... 1841, '44, '48,'51,'54 Hamilton (town). 
::\lerritt, William H.. ......, 1841, '44;48,'51;M, 
'58.............. Lincoln (N. R.) 
:Macdonald. Rolland......, 1844.. ........ _... ('ornwall. 
:Macdonnell. George. .....' 1844..... . . . . . . . .. Dundas. 
Murney, Edmund.....,. .. 1844, '.il, .i)L...., Hastings 
Macdonald, John A. . . .... 1844, '47,'48.'51,'54. 
'58, .61...... .,. Kingston. 
Meyers, Adam H......... 1844, '48,...... . . .. N orthumhelland (N. R.) 
McFarland, Duncan. . .. .. 1848............... Welland. 

Ic

hlin, Da
,iel.. ...... 18

..... ........' By town. 
.. ......18h................ Renfrew. 
Malloch, Edward.......... 18-18. '51....... . . .. Carleton. 
McDonald, Rod ..... ..... 1851, '54........,., Cornwall. 
Mackenzie, 'VilIiam Lyon. 18!)], '51, '58....... Haldimand. 
:\lattice, William... . . .. .. 18.il, '54, '58..... . ,,stormont. 
)[cKerlie, DanieL.. ...... 18M,............. Rrant (Eo R.) 
:\Iunro, Henry............ 18.it, 'M
, .'i1...... Durham (W. R.) 
)[cBeth, George.... ...... 18M, '3S. .G1......IEIgin(W. R.) 
)[orrÎson, Joseph C... .. ... HH8..... ....... .1 YOlk (W. R.) 
.. .. ..........18:>4............... Niagara. 
::\[atheson, Donald.... .... 18.i4........ ...... Uxford (N. R.) 
'McCann, Henry 'V..... ... 18M, '58, '61.... . Prescott. 
)[oI"f:son, A?Fus.......... 18.
4, '58, '61...... Si
coe(N. R.) 
... .. . .... 18(,4.. .....'...... NlI
gara. 
:Macdonald, D. A.......... 1838............... Glengarry. 
:Mc Leod, John..... _ . . . . ... 1858. . . . . . .. . . .. .. Essex. 
:\[cKellar. Archibalc\...... 1
!'i8, '61. ........ ., Kent. 
:\lowat, Oliver............1Ki
, .61.......... Ontario{S. R.) 
:\IacDougall, J. J
l)rn. . .. .. 18!'i8......",.,. "'\ Renfrew. 
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l\Ic
Iicking, Gilbert........ 1858.............. WeIland. 
!\Iorton, J................ 1861.............. Frontenac. 
:Mackenzie, Alexander..... 1861......,....,... Lambton. 
:\IcDougall, William.. .... 1861............., Oxford (N. R.) 
I, C, .....' 1864,............. Lanark(N. R.) 
:\Iunro, George.,..... ....1846.............. York (3rd R.) 
Macdonell, D. E... ....'.. 1844.............. Stormont. 
::\Iackenzie, Hope F...... 1&61...,.,........ Lambton. 

IcDonald. A. P...... .'.... 18.58.............. Middlesex. 
:M
ilI, Charles...... .... 18(a, . .... . ... , .... Hamilton. 
l\Idlonies, J a.mes. . .. .. ..11866. .. . .. .. ... . . Wentworth (N. R.) 
Niles,William .... ........ . 1 1854.............. Middle ex (E. R.) 

otman, William......... 1818,............... Middlesex. 
II .... ......,1858, 61...........lwentworth(N.R.) 
O'Connor, John...... ....11862,.,........... Essex. 
Oliver, Thomas ...... ....1866 ... ......... Oxford (N. R.) 
I 
Price, James Hervey...... 18-11, '44,....,...... York (lstR.) 
II .. ...... lRi8,............ .... York (S. R.) 
Powell, Israel \V... ..,.. ' 1 18H, '4t........,. Norfolk. - 
Parke, Thomas.... ..,...,..ISU...,.......... Middlesex. 
Prince, John. . . . .. ........ 1841, '4", '48, '51.. Essex. 
Petrie, Archibald.........,. 18H....,.,...,... Russell. 
Patrick, William. . .. '..'.. . 1 18;')1, '54, '58, '61.,. Grenville. 
Powell, William F. . .,.' . ., 18,')4. '58, '61...... Carleton. 
Powell, Walker.. .... ..... 1838."".......... Norfolk. 
Papineau, D. E.... .... . . 1 184
, '44, '58,...... Ottawa (county). 
Portman. M. B.. ........ 186L.....,..."..IMiddlesex(E. R.) 
Purdy, Jedse '1'....... .... 18tH.............. Grey. 
Perry, Peter.............. 1 1830" ........... l yOrk(E.R.) 
Roblin, J. P. ........." . 1 1841, ',14 ,.' _...,.. Prince Edward. 
Riddell, Robert.. .... ....184-1...".".., .... Oxford. 
RobiD!'1on, 'V. B..... . . . . " 18H, '48, '51, '5-1, ,. Simcoe. 
Rose, Jesse 'V......,... . 18:51.. ............ I Dundas. 
l{icbards, William B..,.. . 1 184
' '31......,.., Leeds. 
Rolph, John.............. 1851.............. Norfolk. 
Rid
ut, G. P... ...... ... 1851.,..,.. .... ,.. Toronto. 
Rankin, Arthur.. .... .... 1
54, '61 ............ Essex. 
Roblin, David.. . ... ....., 185-1, '58. . . . . . .... Lennox and Addington. 
Ros!', JamaR.............. 1851....,......... Northumberland (E. R.) 
Robinson, J no Beverley, J r 1858, '61............ Toronto. 
Rymal, Jamel!.... ......,. 1858, '61.......... \Ventworth (S. R.) 
Ryerson, William.. ...... 1861............ ., Brant (W. R.) 
Ross, J. Sylvester.. ..' ., 1861.......... ..... Dundas. 
Rykert, J. C . ...... ....... 1861....,......... Lincoln. 
ROB!!, James......,....... 1838,.........., "'1 Wellington (N. R.) 
Sherwood, George......... 1841, '4-1, '48.'58,'61 Brockville. 
Smith, Henry, Jr .... .... 1841, '44.'48,'3],'54, 
'58.... ..... .... Frontenac. 
Small, J. E ..... ...... ., ISH, .44.......... York (3rd R.) 
Steele. Elmes...... . .... 1841............ . . Simcoe. 
Smith, Hermanus.,... .... \1841, '44, '48,....... Wentworth. 
Strachan. James McG.. "'1
41""""""" I Huron, 
Seymour, Benjamin... . ... .\1844, '48, .51........ Lennox and Addington. 
Stewa.rt, Neil ...... ...... ,18H . . . . . , , , , . . . .. Prescott. 
Sherwood, Henry. ,...... .'1813, '44, '48, '53,. Toronto. 
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Scott, John..,...... ......1848.............. By town. 
Stewa.rt, William.......... 1843......... ... . . Russell. 
" .. . . . ... . . .. 1844, '51.......... By town. 
S
}th, J

es............. 18
8. '51.......... D!lrha.!D' 
.... ........ 18.)4..... ............. VIctorIa.. 
Shaw, James... .......... 1851, 'rJt.. .......... Lanark. 
Stevenson, Vavid B . ...... 1848, '.n, '54...... Prince Edward. 
Street, Thomas C..n...... 1851, '61 .......,. WeIland. 
Southwick, George......... 1854.............. Elgin (E. R.) 
Scatchard. John ,.......,.....1854. '58, '61 ...... :\1iddlesex (W. R.) 
Smith. Sidney............ 185t, '58... ......... Northumberland (W. R.) 
Spence, Robert...... ... ...1t:!54.............. Wentworth (N. R.) 
Simpson. .John............. 18;;8, '61.........., Niagara.. 
Scott, R. W.............. 1858, '61. . . . . . . .... Ottawa (city). 
Short, Thomas. . ........ .... 1858.............. Peterborough. 
Scott, William............ 1858.............. Waterloo (S. R.) 
Stirton, David... .......... 1858, '61..... ....... Wellington (S. R.) 
Smith, JohnShuter.. .'... 1861.... ..... ...... Durham (E. R.) 
Supple, John....... ...... 1856.... .,.......... Renfrew. 
ScobIe, John.. ........ .... 18G2....... '...... Elgin (E.R.J 
Thorburn. David.... ....... 1841.... .......... Lincoln (S. R.) 
Thompson. David.... .... 18-H, '44, '48.... .., Haldimand. 
Tett, Benjamin............ 11:\58. '61.. . . . . . . . 'ILeeds (S. R.) 
Talbot, Marcus. . . . .. .... 1858............. . I Middlesex (E. R.) 
'Villiams, .T. T. . ... . . . .. ..11841, '44....... . . .. . Durha.m. 
'Vebster, James...... .. ...11848.... . ... .. . . .' 'Vaterloo. 
" .. .... ......18-14, '48........... Halton(W. R.) 
Witenhall, John.......... 1848,.............. . I Halton. 
\\'hite, John.. .. . '.. '....' 1851, '.::;8, '61.... .. Halton. 
'Villson, Crowell.......... 1851...,... ...... 1\Iiddlesex. 
'Vright, Amos............ IH51, '54, '58, '61. . York (E. R.) 
'Vright, George...... ..... 1851.......,... .... York (W. R) 
'Vilson, .John .,..... ...... 1847, '48, '.::;4,....... London (town). 
'Vall bridge, Lewis.... .... It:!58, '61........... Hastings (S. R.) 
Wa.lsh, Aquila. . . . . . . . . . .' 1861............. .1 Norfolk. 
'Vilson, Adam............ l8.i9, '61 ......... ...IVark (N". R.) 
WoodEl, Joseph...... .... IH41, '45.......... Kent. 
Yeilding, Agar... ...., ...... IS.it.... . .. .. .. . . .' By town. 
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Anderson, \Vi1liam....... . 1 1870..........,... Prince Edward. 
.Ardagh, W. D,........... l
íl,..,.......... Simcoe (N. R.) 
Appleby, N. S............ 1875, '80,." .,... Hastings (E. R.) 
A wrey, Nicholas.......... IBXO, '8 J. '87, '90. .. Wentworth (S. R.) 
Armstrong, S.. ....,. .., . I 18t:!7 "...,..... '.' Parry Sound. 
Allan, A. S". ..,'.'.., I
S7, '90...., '.. Wellington (W. R.) 
Blake. Edward.... ...... !18!i7. 'il. ........ Bruce (S. R.) 
" .. ......... 1871..........,.., Ourham (W. R.) 
Baxter, Dr. .1.......,.,... 186;. 71,'7:>,'80,'8-1, 
I 'b7. '90,....... Haldimand. 
Barber, 'V........,... "" 18Ij7,'71,'75. .. ,... Halton. 
Bonlter. l';'. H...... ,... . , 1867, '71, '75, '80.. Hastings (N. R.) 
Boyd, .1 _... . ... . . .. .. .... 1867, . ., . . .... .... Prescott. 
Beatty, W. . . . . . , . . . . . . . '. 1867...... , . . . . . .. Well and. 
Boultbee, Alfred...... :.... 1871............ .. York (N.R.) 
Barr, John...... ........ 187;), 'SO, 'Ui) . . . , " DufIerin. 
Broder. Andrew"........ 187.\ '80, '81. . , .,. Dundas. 
Bishop, ArchibJold........ 187;'), '80, '84, '87, '90 Huron (S. R.) 
Brown, N. 'V,.....,.. .. 187,')...,.. ......'. Ontario (S. R.) 
Ballantyne. Thomas",... lK.3.'80, '8t, '87, '90 Perth (S. R.) 
Bonfield, .1 ames. . . . . . . . '. 187.3, 'SO, . . . . . . . .. Renfrew (S. R.) 
Baker. Adam .1.......... 187,,), '80.... ....., Russell. 
Boulton, FArcy......,.... 1874 ............. ::;imcoe(S. R.) 
Bethune, .1ames.........,.18ï
, '75 .......... Stormont. 
Bell, Robert... .. . . . . . ..... 1875, '80......,... Toronto (W. R.) 
Bettes, .J. W.... .. ...... 18B:?,...,........, :\Iuskoka and Parry Sound. 
Baskel'ville, Patrick.... 118fm, '84 ."..,... Otta.wa. 
Blenrd, Th,)mas.......... 1880, '8t, '87, '90... Peterboro' (E.R.) 
B
dgerow,G. W..........1880,'8!,...",... York (E.R.) 
Brereton, Charle3..H...... .11S81, '8.,1,... . . . . .. Durham (E. R.) 
Balfour, W. D,...........I
S2, '1'<-1, '87, '9;),. Essex (S. R.) 
Blythe, .1ohn ............ 188!, 'ö7,... '.. ... Grey (S. R.) 
Biggar, .1. W. S..,....... 18S7,... , . . . . . _ ... Bruce (N. R.) 
Bronson, E. H............ 1887, .90.......... Ottawa. 
Bush, 0...... ...........18f11............... Grenville. 
Biggar, 'V. H,... ........ 18f11,..... ........ Hastings (W. R.) 
Bigelow, N. Gordon ..... 1892......,....... Toronto. 
Cumberland, F. 'V......" '18G7, 71,..., ... '.. .Algoma. 
Cook, Simon........... ... 1867, 71.......... Dundas. 
Craig, J..... ......,..... 1867, '71.... ' . . , ... Glengarry. 
Clark, 
IacNeil........... 18fii, '71.... .. '.. li-renville (So R.) 
Corby, H...... .......... 18G7, '71.... ,..... Hastings (E. R.) 
Carling, Isaac......".... lR67"..,.......... Huron. 
Carling, .1ohn.. ..,........ lðli7, '71. .......... London. 
Currie,N...... ...........1867...,...... ..... :\liddlesex (W. R.) 
Coyne. J,..... .......... 1867, '71. . , " . .. .. Peel. 
Ca.rnegie, .1..... ........ . .. 1867, 'R4...... .... Peterboro' ('V. R.) 
Craig, 'V...... ....'.,... 1867, '71. . . . . . .... Russell. 
Colquhoun. 'V............ IH67, '71.... . , . . . , . Stormont. 
Cameron. :M. C..... ....,1867, '71, '1fi,... Toronto (E. R.) 
Cockburn, A. P.......... 1B61.......,.. '.... Victoria (N. R) 
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Clemen
, I!"aac......... .... 1
(i7, 'i1......... .jWaterloo (S. H.) 
Chri8tie, R...... .. . . . .. 18(i7, '71..,....... I Wentworth (N. R) 
Crosby, H, P...... .. " . ,. 181i7, '71 .... .., ,I York (E. R.) 
Calvin. D. D...... ..... .... IHGR, 'iI, .80...... Frontenac. 
Code, Abraham...... .,. .IU:!ô
), '71 '75...... I Lan ark (S. R.) 
('lark, John..... . L871, '75.......... Xorfolk (N. R) 
Crooks, Adam............ 1871............. . 1 roronto (W. R.) 
., C'. . , . . . . . . . .. IRHO, '84....., . . .. Oxford (S. R.) 
Currie, .J. (.;.. ...... . .,... L:o,71, '75...., . ,... WeIland. 
Clark Charles. " _....... L871, '75, '80,'84,'87, 
I __'90 .........., Wellin[?ton (C. R.) 
Cole, 'V. H.............
 1
, a. . .. . . .. . ' .. .. Brocknlle. 
Coutts, Alexander,......, 187.j,........ .... . I I Kent (\Y. R.) 
Chisholm, Kenn
th..... ,. '1874,'80, 'R!, '
7, '90 Peel. 
Cox, George A..........., :1875,.,.,......... Peterboro' (W.R.) 
Ca
caden, .J ohn . ... ....,. 18fiO, .fi4.......... Elgin (W. R) 
Creighton, David ........11880, '
4, '
7..... 1(
rey(N. R.) 
CaldweU, W. C.......... .11873, ':-;0, 'j-;4, 'ð8.. 1 Lanark (N. R.) 
Cook, H. H ....'.. .... 1
80...........__ ISimcoe (E. R.) 
Carp nter, F. 1\1......... ïl
hO......... . ..... '1 Wen"\\orth (S. K) 
Clancy, .Tames,............ 18R4, '87, '90.. .., 'IKent (W. R.) 
Clarke, H. E" ...... .... l
ð4, 't-7, '
IO,.... . \ TOronto (W. R.) 
Chamberlain, T. F...... _.. ISH7... ' _ . .. .. Dunda!'. 
Craig, T. D.......,......,18
7..........,...lJurham(E. R.) 
Cooke,(-
eorge A... . , ... . 18fi4...., ....... . I OXford (S, R.) 
Clarke, Hichard.... ..,.,.' 18
8...,.,......,. Northumberland (E. R.) 
Clarke, E. '1<'.. . . . . . .. . . ... IHS7, '90. . .. .. . ... Toronto. 
Crues,;,.J ohn S. , . . . . _ . , . .. IH87.....,........ Victoria (W. R.) 
CampbeH, A. F.... ...... V-ì91......,..... . 'IAlgoma (E. R.) 
Conmee, .James....... , _.. 1885, '90..., ., " . Algorna (\V. R.) 
Campbell, l-:-eorge.... .... Is!n........ ..,. . I Durham (E. It) 
Cleland, .Tames.... ....... 18nI............. ï(-:-re y (N. R) 
Charlton, W. A...., ... ,,1
9L...,.......,.. Norfolk (N. R.) 
Carpenter, E. <.-:-.......... 1891...... _ ..... ,Xorfolk (S. It) 
Deroche, H. M......... 'll
71, '75, 'so, " Addington. 
Dawson, James.......... '11871 .... ........... ,IKent. 
Deacon, ThomI\B.......,.. 1871, 75.......... Henfrew (N. fl.) 
Dèl.ly, Thomas 
I.,.... . ... It;74,..... .,.... ...... Perth (N. R) 
Dawson, Himon J., . . . . .. 187,1.......... . . . .IAlgoma. 
Dryden, John.... . ."..188 0 ,'84, '87,'90.. I Ontario(S.R.) 
Denison, George ......... IHH-I..".,...... .. Addington. 
Dowling, J. F... ......., 188!, '
O..........IRenfr
w(S.R.) 
Danc
, J. C..,........ .' 1
88..............IElgin (E. R) 
Drury.l'harles.......... .IIB82, 'B4. '87, '88.. Simcoe (E. It) 
Dack, W.:\1. ............1
87, 'HO. .. ....'Bruce(C.R) 
Dunlop, Arunah... ..... 1891..... .. . . I Renfrew (N. R.) 
Davis. E. .J..... ...' ... 18j-;8, '90.......... York (N. R.) 
Dill, .J. \V, . . . . . . . . , .. 188;';, _ ,.......... Muskoka and Parey Sound. 
}
vanR. J...... .... _ . . . " 1
(jï,.. . . '" .' . I Middlesex (E. R.) 
Eyre, .!...... '...,.....'. 1
(j7.., ........... Northumberland (E. R.) 
Ermatmger, C. 0........ ISR....... _ ,...... Elgin (E. R.) 


antnrel, Alfred. .... '... 11'
7. 'f\O.......... . I pr
scott. 
F lDlayson, H.... ........ 1
G7, '71, '75. ...... Brant (N. R. 
'Fitzsimmons, 'V...... ..... 1H(i7, '71..... , ... . \ llrockville. 
Fraser, A................ Ibü7, '71.......... Northumberland (W
 R.) 
F'er
son, T. It........., 181i7, '71.... ..... . , Simroe (S. It) 
Ferner, A. D ........... 18(j7.. . .. .... . . .. .. Wellington (C'. R.) 
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Farewell, Abram.......... 1871 ............. Ontario (S. R.). 
Fairbairn, T. McC......... 1871............... Peterboro' (W. R.) 
Flesher, John............. 1875............,. Ca.rdwell. 
Fraser, C. F.. ....... . . . ., 1874, '75.... .. .. .. Grenville (S. R.) 
" " .... .... .... 1880, '84, '87. '90., . I Brockville. 
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